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¢I'utarted work in this diotrict on liay &lst aiver coupleting
“isheries Inspector's Course at Vancouver. I have rented offico
eccommodation in s private house ovmed by 1, ‘hervood. :
During the seascn agreat part of my time vas gpent petiing acqs
~inted with people in the area and visiting the streams ond river
for first hand information. Owing to very wet vieather durin the
spawning season, some streams had to be'visited several cimeu nd i
he inrormation gained was not complete,

n exploratory trip vas made 1nto r11istnir luke ond Gitnodoix
river,/ ugust 21lst to 28th. & run of Sockeye was Toung in thls lake
that compares favorably with the run in Lakelse lake. This run s
ot 1t's peak at the time of inspection,” run of Pinks and Chums
. vas in the river st this time but it was a little to early for tic
‘o pernk, There was also a light run of Springs,and numerous coho fry
which would indicate a good run of coho on this area,

" 8timates ut time of inspsection:

Cockeye 10,000
Chums 600
¥inks 500
Springs 20 past the peuk,

.. trip was made to the headwaters of the Zymoetz (Copper) river
July 79th to 31lst, to investigate reports of iprin; Sclmon on this
.Tec. This trip vas made in company of Inspechor Elliot orf Salthers
i'lo fish were found on the area ef the time,

September 3rd to 1llth a trip was mede from the head o:i thic riva
to it Junction with the {keena, 1,500 Sockeye were foun’ on the
trea above llecDonell lake, This was about h:lf of 1ot yenrs run,
ilesivy rains encountered during the trip made vislbility in the n in
river very poor,and no other fish could be scen. A good ru: of Ccho
und a few Bhums were found on the lower river at latec d:.tes,

I trip vas mnde by plene to the hend of the Hisplox River,
Domdochax lake and to langeese river vith J.R. Brett of Pluhe‘iO"
<esearch Board,

Runs found on these areas!

isplox Sockeye 3,118

Coho 100 the Tirst of ru: in orea.
Jlinceese Sockeye 868

Coho 34 first of run,

Finks 20 dead fish run lon Tingicha

Springs 4 M " ] "
Demdochax Sockeye 279

Springs 400

-n inspection trip was mide into the Kitsum~allum Lrke Arca,
Cctober 3rd to 7th. Althoush I was a little to late for tiis uroa
+nd the river vias very silty 'rom rains, some infomction was
cbtiined, There viere 1300 Sockeye and o feii Coho on the crer at Lo
time of 1nspection. A run of Sprin-t dalmon reported in the luolie
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could not be ertimn.ud due to vater conditions,  his woter is of
rlaoial orixin end it is only under extremely dry conditions that

- unythine can be seen. Pinks, Chums and Coho viere found on the
lover Kitsumgallum river.

Teriodic visits viere made to Lakelse lake. '‘he Sockeye run in
of about 10,000 fish was light, The Coho run of about 6,000 fish
vvas the heaviest ever seen In this area by o0ld time res{donts.
:he pink run of 15,000 fish was light,

376,000 Sockeye yeurlings were counted leawln; the lake by the
M sheries Research Board. /fin Adult countins fence instulled this
vear vas not sucoessful.

I cut about & miles of trail on Lukelse river and about the
~uame along 1lliams creek,

I have been keeping some records snd tikins samples at the
o leke,for Fisherles Reseurch Board, since they left in Sceptember,

ccommodations and transportstion Tor thils work has beon supplicd
by the Board, )

The folloving is the complete plcture for the District as Tar
oy spawning 1s concerned,

iockeye ---- --- 1light,

Lprings ----=--- light -
Finks 1 - -=-=-- 1fght

Chums medium

Coho Heavy
‘.teelhend Averege.

Indian Fishing for food in the district has been 1lisht,and
only 9 permits were issued. Indians,oviins to vamges in loving
cimps und mills do not depend so muoch on fishing Yor Tocd as thcy
-1:. in other years. 185 {prings, 1,050 .‘ockeye,210 Coho and
9% tcelheads were itnken in tLhis fishery.

r'icheries ilotlces ere posted at iivsuarellum loke, Lokelse lale
Jdorrnece and Coedervole,.

ilo arrests ‘ere mide. (nly one report or ille:al Tichins vas
nde, hich hen investi~nted wvusfound to be untiue. o instinces
of :'lashin~ teinge lert in streams vvere found but in both ciuses
i~ or: to the ctperaters concerncd 'ms surfleient to renmedy tihe
situ ticn.

- ,

e larbour (llnir) Seal &re numcrous in this district.thoy ANLE
appecr vith the first . pring v lmon run in HMay ond stay in the
river until the Coho rn 1s over.

: xperiments were carried out wvith different rii'les and wmaunicion
t¢ 'ind ocut hhe best allaround weapon Tor thelr destruction.

17 gauge shotgun loaded +vithip AAA or Buckshot is effective atb
close T:imges but beyond 40 yards the pattern i1s not heavy enou=h fcr
+ sure ki1ll.Li~hter shot gives a heavier pattern but this cutc do.nh

killin - powver. .

Best results vere obtained with on 8ma.but as amauniiionYy for
iris colibre-is hard to obtain and 1s alro expencive 1it's use nnd
To He d§scontinued.,




_ i 22 using the lon~ rifle ammunition was used and proved
"very erffective up to 65 yards,but as most shots have to be
t- ken beyond this ronge it's uselfulness is limltced,
In 0ll 20 seals vere killed outri:ht vhile many othors wore hLHidb
but c¢cr:1d not be clailmed as destroyed.

" pood chot with e hichpowered rifle and telescope sl-iit could

cut dovn thelr numbers considerably.
‘e brst time to hunt them would be exrly in the sprin: ut the
time of pupping reason ¢nd shorily «fter, wThe youny are not ablc
to travel well at this time and seem to have a cert:in cmount of
curiosity th»t brings them up to close range., This leuves thoa o
they develope and they become more timid oand hard to stolk.

Lute in the fall they follow the Coho up the smaller streams
to the¢ lokes and are easler to shoot thon in the middle of thoe
e summer as they are confined to smallsr bodies of water,

n apnlication was made for a rifle end ammunition Tor usa
in the control of these predators,

. few vases ol dosulruction of fish on omall gtrcams by bears
ere seen, but doamage from this source is not heavy enoush to be
important,

Trensportation hns been my worst problem, Troln times nre such
thet 01l traveling by this meons has to be done ot night. #8 there
is only one trailn a day,and a lapse of a day before a return itz
tc~ether with the frct that ther e are only a Tew hotels and
#e.pping places ulon~ the line, they c¢»n not be used to any ad-
ventoge.

Taxis can be used for oneway ana short trips but oo there is
ver. little communic::tion4 along the line and road cin not be
called for return trips.

Fublioc itorks Department drivers onid Lozging Operatorc verc
very helpful this senson but can not be depended on «t wll wiiwc
7. 1ight delivery or panel truck,e;uipped fwlth @ racl: for
carrying a canoe ani motor, contalnings a sleeping by ond pro-
visions would be the ideal transportation for thic district.
man could stop where he had buils&ness if there ' s no hotcl
i ¢ could be more or less selfsupporting. -~
canoe is a necescity & in many inctonces the ziver his
to be crossed and lukes cre uscd conaiderably.Several inct.nces
, of fishin« bouts being found aocgross the river that could not
N be exumined, have been encountered this season,
T The hizh cost of cars and mllenge rate allowed, molies is
impossible for me to purchase cne and operc:tc onc on my OMe

;s Fisheries lleetins vas ettended at the UfTfice of the
“untrvisor in Prince kupert,lecember Gth. liany problems cndpoints
o Interest were digscugsed and think i1f tLhies could be 11nde a
“eocrly meeting 1t would be of rreat value,tc all concerned?
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- V.1i.B. Giraud
Fisheries Insnector,




