; Dec. 3L_), 1938. |FUENe L' /" T

. " '
tgrsa ~p W 4 1 0 0 8 JAN 15 1839

. B
- o

in presenting this my annual report on the Eisheries uﬁ ’”
Skeena for the season of 1938, 1 beg to draw your attention 1 @Rﬂ@b
the out of the ordinary season that we have had in weather. ‘I
mum high water in the Skeena was about May 29th while oth2r years 1t
would be in July. With the hot dry year the water stages were low in
the rivers practically all the summer, which ‘interfered with the
Indian Food Supply fishing and enabled a greater supnly of parent
fish to escape to the spawn areas than would have been expected from
tne amount of fiish caught. Owing to' the low water the Indian F:cod
oupnly Tishing at Hagwilget was disappointing and som: of thz:se Indians
“ere forced to proceed to Moricetown to secure their supply. 41n fact
the supply of parent Sockeyz on the Bulkley hsadwaters was most
surprising to your Inspector after what he had encountered at Hagwil-
cet and koricetown. The dry weather continued on into the latter part
of September and then there was about a month of wet weatner but not
extreme. <The fall has been vurm and nild vith very little fivsts, “that
is extreme", so.the.spawn beds have been covered at an avsrage depth
with water and good results should have attain=d on them.

The runs of the different species on all the Skzena Areas
has b=22n all that could be desired. The Springs wsare heavy, the 3ockeye
Tairly h2avy, 2Pinxs heavy and the Cohoe extra heavy. The only exception
noticed by ycur lIlnspsctor was the -(uinnigese of the Naas Area which
vag disappointing.

The Sport fishing for Trout this s:ason hus been very zcod
and better results were obtained in Lake Kathlyn thiz year than ror
many previous years. This incrzzse in Lake Xathlyn was no doubt due
to the plantings that were made during the p.st f=w y=ars and to the
elimination of coarse f'ish that h:s been going on under the auspices
of the game board of the Smithers Chambers of Commerce. The Sport
tishing in Babine Lake this season was also very Tood and owving to
tne dry weathar making it more accessible, it received a good d=al
more attention from Smith-rs, lopl=y and Burns Lakec resid=nts along
with some partizs that reached the arz2s from Stuart Lake way.

(b)

Je have no fi:hing fleets operating in this area dnd thore
do2s not sem any likelihood of any for some years.
(c): ‘
Thers have been no n:w developments in the fishinz and tne
-nly change from the usual trend was tne fact that o in:g to the low
wat2r the Indian food supply fishing at Hagwilret was not .0 succese-
a1 and the lndians had to coms to bioricetown to secure their usual suwoly.

(d)

The only abuse occurs at lioricetown, where the lndians are
prone to catching a larger supnly of fish thnan they actually raguire
for their food supply. <Lhis cun not be remesdied until thzre is a
limit placed on the amount of fish that.cun be taken by them. .hatever
Buardian is station2d at that point doess his best but under tne present
conditions all one can do iz to blufl and whan the bluff is called, ne is
cut of luck.,

(e)

The close seasons are very well kept. 4t Moricetown the weekly
close s=ason is on Thursday afternoon and on Sunday, while at other points
it is from Saturday nigut to Sunday night.

(1) In this area there is an lnspector for the year round, while
during the summ=r we have two Guardiuns, one stationed at Hazelton

and the other at Moricetown as well as two Patrolm=:n stationsd on
Rabine Lake. The Guardian at Hazelton is allowed the use of a saddle
horse to cover his territory, while the Patrolmen at Babine are fur-
nished with Departmental boats and engines. The Patrolman at Babine #1
has a flat bottomed boat equipped with a six horsepower Elto Outboard
while the Patrolman at Babine #2 has Gipsy cruiser equipped with

21.1 H P, BElto Outboard. This organization along with the co-opera tion
of the Police and Game wardens takes care of illegal fishing.
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Creeks are patrolled by Guardians, Patrolmen and your

lnspector to see that they are not polluted by sawdust, nill r=fuce
or other pollutions and that thay ar2 not blockzd by log jams or
.indfalls, Clearing op=rations have takzn place in Chicken or
i.athilyn Cr draining XKathlyn Lake near Smithers. This work hss bzen
vznaficial and the manner in which the work was carried on rsceivad
:2 approbatiosn of thne Smithers Chamber of Conmzrce at whose bequest
it wae carried out., J1n addition creeke at Babine Lake were cruised
oy thz Resident En:ineer of the Misherics Research Boar @ accompanied
Dy the ln=pector, of the area to ingpect the damage that has been
done to the spawning beds and to ecstimate the cost of removing tne
“;auses ol the danmage.

(h) We nave but one fi hway in the ares and this iz locuted at

.oricetown. This was in good shape and its bensficial results could

b2 scen on the liorice River and Lake spawn aress,

.

(i) Spawning b=d inzpections were mide on tne headwatzre of taco
wwiin rivers and on the Babine Lake Area. On tue MMorice Lake area your
inspector made the trip accompanied with un lndian. On the Babine arsa
8 well as the Rispiox and juinnigese area of the Naas River he was
accompanied by A. L. Pritchard of the Fizheries Res=zarch Board. lne
..orice River areas showed a very heavy run of Springs that would comgpars
favorably with otner years, a fairly heavy run of Sockeye that would
compare favorably with the cycle yzar and an extra n=2avy run of Cohoe
1iich were late arriving as well as a heavy run of steelhead.

The Babins arcsas received a heavy seeding of Sockeye, Springs and an
axtra neavy run of Coh:zs. 2Pierre Cr,., was the only excention of the
tavine areas and this area was light althouch better than tne cycle
y2uzre The run of Pinks was very h2avy for an off y:ar. <The Kispiox
shovied a heavy run of 3ockaye, a heavy run of Springs, extra .:avy run
of Conoss and a heavy run of Pinks. Lhe "uinnigese shcwed a ver

1i-nt run of Bockaye, no information resgarding Sprin-s and an extreunzly
li-nt run of Coho=s according to the Jindian trapnars,

. n concluzion, it may be said that there uave been no court actions
¥aguired and tnat on th: whole the Officers under me and myself nave
v:ceivad co~-operation from thne Public in the discharge of our dutizs,
snd also, 1 r2ceived the fullest co-operation from the Officers urder
4 to tne best of their abilitiss.

1l an, 3Sir,
Your obedient servant,
"“A.R. LicDonell"

Jaw:s B yd, 38Q.y.
Surervizor of risheries,
Prince Hupert, B. C.




