I* started work In this district on I.Iay 21st alter conplotine;
-•'ioheries Inspector1 s Course at Vancouver • I have rented off ice

1642

accommodation in a private house ov/ned by II • nherv/ood.

During the Tseason agreat part of my time \ms spent Getting acq/

rinted with people in the area and visiting the streams end river
for first hand information* Owing to very wet v/eather during the
spatming season, some streams had to be "visited several times raid 1
the information gained was not

complete*

n exploratory trip was mode into /JLlistnir lake and Gitnadoix
river, August 21st to 28th# A run of Cockeye was foung in tills lake

that compares favorably with the run in Lakelse lake. This run \jas
nt Itfs peak at the time of inspection^ run of pinks and Chinos
was in the river at this time but it was a little to early for tl:c
peak* There was also a light run of Springs,and numerous coho fry
which would indicate a good run of coho on this area.
: stimates at time of inspection:
Cockeye
Chums
Pinks
Springs

10f000
600
500
20

past the peak*

A trip was made to the headwaters of the Zymoetz (Copper) river

July F9th to 31stf

to Investigate reports of fSpring Salmon on this

(..rer.. This trip was made in company of Inspector Elliot o£ Snithcrr0

I!o fish v/ere found on the area e£ the time*
September 3rd to 11th a trip was made from the head o± this river
to it Junction with the nkeena* lf500 Sockeye were found on the
trea above McDonell lake# This was about hrlf of 1; ct yeors run.
Heavy rains encountered during the trip made visibility in the n in
river very poor#and no other fish could be coon. A good run of Coho
and

a few Ghums v/ere found

on the lower river at

later dutes.

A trip Ytts mode by plane to the head of the Kicpiozc River,
Dnmdoohax lake and to ^langeese river with J.R# Brett of Fisheries
Hesearch Board,
Runs

found

Kispiox

Jlun^eese

on these

areas:

Sockeye
Coho
Sockeye

Coho

Pinks
Springs
Sockeye
Springs

~

3f118
100 the first

of run in

868

34 first of run,
20 dead fish run Ion ;

279
400

-ji inspection trip was mode into the Kitsuin;$allum Lake Area,
October 3rd to 7th« Althou-^h I v:as a little to late for this area
^nd the river v;os very silty from rains, some information v/ac
obtained. There were 1300 Cockeye and n fev; Coho on the crcc. at

tiae of inspect ion • A rim of fiprin * Salmon report ocl in tlie it
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oould not be ertimn^d due to water conditions*^, his water is of
glacial origin and it is only under extremely dry conditions that
-■ anything oan be seen. Pinkof Chums ond Coho v:ere found on the
lower Kitsumgallum river.

Periodic visits were made to Lakelse lake. The Sookeye mm in

t>f about 10 f 000 fish \/as light• The Coho run of about Gp000 fish

\:as the heaviest ever seen in this area by old timo residents.
ilie pink run of 15f000 fish was light.

376f 000 Sookeye yearlings were counted leaxin; the lake l?y the
fisheries Research Board. An Adult counting fence installed this
year was

not

successful.

I cut about 16 miles of trail on Lakelse river and about the

ame along
illiams creek#
I have been keeping some records ond tukin:; samples at the
lakeffor Fisheries Research Board, since they loft in ooptamber.
ccommodations and transportation for this work has boon supplied
by the Board.

The following is the complete picture for the District as far
hh spavining is concerned.
Cockeye
light.
Oprings
light
Pinks 1
light
Chums
medium
Coho
Heavy
.' teelheod

Average.

Indian Fishing for food in the district has been light,and

only 9 permits were issued. Indians,owing to wages in io;*rjin.3

c^mps and mills do not depend so muoh on fishing for food as" they

h:
0b

in other years.
185 Springs, lf050 Cockeye,210 Coho and
teelheads were taken in this fishery«

rishsrles Notices were posted at ICitsum^ollum Ir.ke,
■•'trr.cc und Codurvale*
Ho arrests were mr.de. Only one report of illegal
m do, 'liich ;.hen investi^:*:ted \/iisfoiuid to be unti-uo.
of :l;;shin^ ^ein^ left in streams were found but in
or" co the ^ pern tors concerned \ras oufflcicnt to
situ ticn.

Lnkelce Icrlc

fishin:* was
It/o inotnnceo
both crises
remedy the

Tlio Harbour (Hair) r>eal Are numerous in this district .They
appear \:ith the first .. prin^ £>rlmon run in May vxiOl stay in the
river until the Coho run is over.
i xperiments were carried out with different rifles and turaun
to fin^ out the best allaround weapon for their destruction.
{

w

IP, gauge shotgun loaded vith/i MA or Buckshot is effective at

close ranges but beyond 40 yards the pnttern is not heavy enou;h for

?• sure kill .Lighter shot gives a heavier pattern but thic cute 'cio\.r.!i
•,•'•

killinr power.

to

be discontinued.

Bft£t results v/ere obtained v.ith an 8m:ubut as tutuaunitionJC for
!,'•->is colibre-is hard to obtain and is nlro expencive itfc uoe ncid
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i\ j?.2 using the lon^; rifle ammunition vras used and proved
vory effective up to 65 yardsfbut as most shots have to be
t ken beyond this r:^nge it's uselfulness is limited•
In all 2a seals were killed outri :ht while many others \:c-re lilt
but co«.-ld not be claimed as destroyed*
pood shot with a hi^hpowered rifle and telescope si-,lit could
cut

dov.Ti their numbers considerably.
\*he b<~st time to hunt them would be early in the spring at the
time of pupping reason rnd shortly r.fter* The youiv; u^e not able
to travel *rell at this time and seem to have a certain amount of
curiosity th.°t brings them up to close range* This leaves then :ru
they develope and they become more timid and hard, to ctallc.

Late in the fall they follow the Coho up the smaller streams
to J,h<- lakes and are easier to shoot tlion in tho middle of the
summer as they are confined to smaller bodies of water.
n application v;as made for a rifle and ammunition for uno
in the control of these predators.
•"■. few oases of destruction of fish on small streams by bears
ore seen, but damage from this source is not heavy enough to be
important*
Transportation has been my worst problem* Train times ;-\re such
tliot nil traveling by this meons has to be done at night • As there
is only one train a day,and a lapse of a day before a return tralft
together with the fact that ther e aro only a fev; hotels and
Mvoppins places ulonr; the line, thet} c^n not be used to any advnntage*
Taxis

short trips but as there is
ver; little communiontion$ along the line and road can not be
called for return trips*
Public u'orks Department drivers ana Lodging Operators wore
very helpful this season but can not be depended on at all routes.
can

be used

for oneway and

A li<?;ht delivery or panel truck,e ;uipped /with a rack for

carrying a canoe an<i motor, containing a sleeping bag and pro
visions would be the ideal transportation for this district.

man could; stop where he had business if there \;r s no hotel

tno

could be more or less

selfsupporting*

:

canoe is a necessity as
in many instances the river lvs
to be crossed and lakes are used considerably*Several Instances

of fishing bouts being found ao^ross the river that could not
bo examinedf have been

encountered

this season*

The hi^h cost of cars and mileage rate allowed, molies it

impossible for me to purchase one and operate one on my own#

A Fisheries lleetinp; was attended at the Office of the

upervinor in Prince Kupcrrt, Dec ember 6th* I.Iany problems andpoints

(

of interest v/ere dl^ocus^sed am' think if this could be mnde'a
yearly meeting it would be of Threat value,to all concerned'

V.Il*D*"Giraud
Fisheries

Inspector*

