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'.IwgqgQQGE]work in thuis district on liay 2lst aiver compleiting

“isheries Inspector's Course at Vancouver, I have rented office

accommodation in e private house ovmed by ll, ‘“hervood.

During the seascn egreat part of my time vas spent jetiing acq}
cinted with people in the area and visiting the utreqmu ond river
for £irst hand information. Owing to very wet vieather durin~ the
;powning season, some streams had to be'visited several times 'md i

he information gained wus not complete,

n exploratory trip wvas made into /1listnir luke ond Gitnodoix
river, ugust 21lst to 28th. .+ run of Sockeye was Toung in thls lhke
that compares favorably with the run in Lakelse lake, Thls run wa
at it's peak at the time of inspection,’ run of Binks ond Chums
vas in the river st this time but it was a little to early for tic
penk, There was also a light run of Springs,and numerous coho fry
which would indicate a good run of coho on this area,

" stimates ut time of inspection: -
Cockeye 10,000
Chums 600
*inks 500
Springs 20 past the peuk,

= trip was made to the headwaters of the Zymoetz (Copper) river

July f9th to 3lst, to investigate reports of iprin;; Sclmon on thig

«rec. This trip uas made in company of Inspecior Llllot of Snalthers

ilo fish were found on the erea ef the time, -
September 3rd to llth a trip was mede from the head oi thic riva

to it Junoction with the {ikeena, 1,500 Sockeye were found on the

trea above lcDonell lake, This was about hilf of 1: ot yesrs run,

-ileavy rains encountered during the trip made vislbility in thoe n in

river very poor,and no other fish could be scen. A good rur of Coho

and a few B8hums were found on the lower river at later d:ites,

trip vms mnde by plene to the hend of the Kisplox River,
bdmeOhFI lake and to 5langeese river \1th JeRe Brett of Pluhe*ic" .
Zesearch Boerd,
Runs found on these areas: -

iisplox Sockeye 3 118

Coho 100 the Tirst of rwi in wrea,
Slinceese Sockeye 868

Coho 34 firsct of run.

Finks 20 dead fish run lon: Tinglchd

Springs 4 " ” 1 11 1"
Demdochax Sockeye 279

Springs 400

-0 inspection trip was mide into the itsumiallum Loke Area,
Cctober 3rd to 7th. Althoush I was a little to late for this arcoe .
ond the river vas very silty rom rains, some infomation s
cbtidned, There viere 1300 Sockeye and « feiwr Coho on the crer at tho
time of Inspection. A run of Sprin- Calmon reportced in the lal:
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could not be ertima.wd due to vater conditions._ his woter 1s of
rlacial origin end it 1s only under extremely dTry conditiocns that

- unythins ocan be seen. Pinks, Chums and Coho vere found on the
lover Kitsumgallum river.

Teriodic visits viere made to Lakelse lake., 'The Sockeye run in

of about 10,000 fish was light, The Coho run of about 6,000 fish

vvas the heaviest ever seen in this area by o0ld time res{dents.

vhe pink run of 15,000 fish was light, -
376,000 Sockeye yearlings were counted leawin; the lake by the

7 sheries Research Board. /in Adult counting fence instulled this

vear \as not successful,
I cut about ¥ miles of traill on Lekelse river and about the

~eme along 1lliams creek,
I nhave been keeping some records &nd tikins samples at the

luke,for Fisherles Research Board, since they left in Sceptember,

ccommodations and transportstion Tor thils work has beon supplicd

by the Board, ' >
The folloving is the complete plcture for the District as far

oy spowvning 1s concerned,
.‘ockeye ---- --- 1light.

Lprings ----=—-- light
Finks 1 - -—=-=-= 1fght
L Chums medium
Coho Heavy
‘.teelheand Avereage.

Indian Fishing for food in the district has been 1lissht,and
only 9 permlts were issued, Indians,owins to viages in lozzinz
cemps and mills do not depend so much on fishing for focd as they
-1, in other years., 185 SOprings, 1,050 .'ockeye,210 Coho and
05 teelheads were tnken in thils fishery.

risheries ilotices ::ere posted at itsum~mollum leke, Lokelse 1ol
derrice and Codervele, .

ilo arrests ‘ere mide. (nly one report o ille:al Tighins vas
mde, hieh then investi~nted vusfound to be untiuce. Two instinces
of :'lashin~ Teing lerft in streams vere found but in both cuses
i+ or: to the tperatorc concerncd ms suificicnt to remedy the
situ ticn .

“he larbour (llair) Seal &re numerous in this district.ihey ANLE
appear vith the first . prinsg rlmon run in May ¢nd stay in the
river until the Coho run 1s over.
; xperiments were carried out with different riiles and umaunivion
tu 'ind cut bhe best allaround weapon for thelr destruction.
12 gouge shotgun locded vithp AAA or Buckshot is effective at
%V close rimges but beyond 40 yards the pattern 1s not heavy enouzh for
» sure klll.Li~hter shot gives a heavier pattern but this cuts do-mh
.. killin: pover. :
Best results were obtained «with on 8mi.but as amaunitiont for

.15 colibre-is hard to obtain and 1s alro expencive 1t's use had
to be d&scontinued.
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_ & 22 using the 1on~ rifle ammunition vms ugo ed and proved

"very erfective up to 65 yards,but as most shots hove to be

t- ken beyond this ronge it's uselfulness 1u 1imited,
In a1l 20 seals were killed outri:ht vhile many othoers vore Lidb
but cci:1d not be oclaimed as destroyed.

" good thot with a hichpowered rifle cnd telescope sl-iit could
cut dovn itheir numbers considerably.

"he best time to hunt them would be eurly in the sprin« at the -
time of puppinz ceason ¢nd shorily «fter, Whe youny are not ablc
to travel well at this time and seem to have a certi:in amount of
curiosity th~t brings them up to close range, This leuves thca o
they develope and they become more timid and hard to stalk.

Lute in the fall they follow the Coho up the smaller streams
to she¢ lokes and are easier to shoot thien in the middle of the
summer as they are confined to smallsr bodies of water,

n apnlication was made for a rifle end ammunition Tor usse
in the control of these predators,

. few cases o7 desvruction of fish on omall stroams by bears

ere seen, but demage from this source is not heavy enouh to be
important.

Tr*nuportation has been my worst problem., Train times anre such
thet 211 traveling by this meocns has to be done &t night. s there
is only one train a day,and a lapse of a day before a return trail
tc~ether with the foct that ther e are only a Tew hotels and
t#vopping places ulon~ the line, the§ cnn not be used to any ad-
vantage,

Taxis ocan be used for oneway and short trips but a2s there is
ver. little conmunic:tion4 nlong the line and road can not be
called for return trips,

Fublic i'orks Department drivers ond Lozging Operutors uerc
very helpful this seison but can not be depended on «t wll wint

1lizht delivery or panel truock,euipped fwith 2 racl: for
cerryinn a canoe ani motor, contuininr a sleeping bus and pro-
visions would be the ideal trunsportution Tor thisc district,.
man could stop where he had buils&ness if there e no hotcl
:nd could be more or less selfsupporting,

. cuanoe is a necescity & in many inctonces the ziver hi's
to be crossed and lukes are uscd considerably.Several ins t,nccu
of rishin- bouts being found acgross the river that could not
be exumined, have been encountercd this season.

The himh cost of cars and mileage rate allowed, mokes it
impossible for me to pureshase cne and operc:tc onc on MJ O\Me

i+ Fisheries lleetins vas ottended at the Yfrice of the
“upervisor in Frince Kupert, Lecember Gth. liany problems endpoints
ol interest were digocugsed and {think if this could be made a
7early meeting 1t would be of ~reat value,tc all concernedf
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Ficheries Insnector,




