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Sir:- _

I beg to sub@it the following report in conncction with
my late visit to the salion spawniqg areas of the Skeenu River.

Leaving Prince Rupert on September the 3rd I went direct
to Burns pake by the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway, a distance of
317 miles, and after purchasing an outfit of provisions etc.
sufficient to last ['or the time I might be engaged on Babine
Lake, I started out with a teaw reaching Pinkut Lake that
afternoon, The next day [ arrived at Donald's Landing and met
the officer who has charge of the beat at the upper end of the
Lake., Fverythlng at the boat-house was in good order, and MNr,
Sharp has had gzood success with the motor boat,

ANDERSON CREEK, AND BEAVER RTVER, The next day after
my arrival we started on a tour of inspection to thé head of
the lake, At Anderson, or as it is sometimes called ?ifteén
Mile Creek,we found Mr, Crawford, Superintendent of the Stuart
Laké ﬂatchery stripping Sockeye fqr his hatchery. He had
alfeady;taken three million eges from Pierre Creek, had a
millionfand a half from the cr~ek where we found him'engaged,
and he expected to be through collecting egzs in a day or two,
,Iikgard afterwards that he got his complement (6% million)

iihéide the week, Therec 1s the usual large numher of parent

‘sockeye making this crecek their spawning area, and there 1is the
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- Mr, Latham is positive that there was cnnsidnrnh}y lrss
salwon swoked than usual this season, and as for waste, even
the hack bhones and tails were hanzineg up in the smoke houses,
which was intended for the doas during the winter season,
Indian Agent lorine also states, that there is not eiqﬁty
per cent of salwon put up by Indians under his care now, as
there was a [lew years uzo,
Offlcer Latham visited Witkagas, a village on the Babine
River near 1ts confluence with the Skeena, and situated about
fifty five mlles north of HHazelton., The Indians fish in u
canyon, and all the {ish that enter Babine Lake have to ran
’ . the guantlet here, Most of Lhe fishing 1is done with dip-nets
[ and saff-lLooks, with a small basket or two set in the eddies
\ in the canyon, The strataht Qalls of the canyon and the swift
current will not allow anythinz stationary to hold, so that
we have never expericnced any difficalty with Lheée people,
fhe ahove offlicer has ulSo winde a visit to Kuldo, ¥lawm=-gish
and blackwater lakes. The Wlam-=<¢1sn 1s a tributary of the
Skeena joining that river about 125:%grth of Hazelton,iand
: ‘ between the fourth and fifth station on the Yukon Telegraph
 line, It has awonder?ui showing‘of sockeye spawning hetween
the two small lakes of the same nuwme, This spawning ground is
not very large, and in carly days several families of Indians
were accustowed to put up considerable salmon here, but of

.i :ﬂd . late years something has happened these people, they have left

the locality or died, and the salmon have had a chance to in-

crease without being molested by any one, There 1s a success-
ion of pnatural weadows und sloughs between these and Blackwater
Lakes, the latter being drained by Blackwater Creek into a

u‘pgibgtary of the Naas River, ur., Latham reports the run of sal-
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“mon. to ‘Blackwater 1s not nearly aqapqgias year, and the Tndian
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The fish had not at that time arrived ut the spawning
grounds. A week afterwards they were going up in large nambers
and I think had Mp, larrison made tha trip in the month of

%w Septexber, he would have returned with a far more favourable

opinion of the Hitsumkalum Lake as a spawning ground,

KITWANCOOL LAKE, I journeyjed to the Kitwancool Lake on the
27th of September, T travelled by the trail which rans én
easy distance from the river the whole length of the way., In
the river T saw a few Cohoes and Humpbacks, At the head of
'the Lake I found the sloushs plentifully supplied with Sockeye
sparning.‘

The conditions were exccptionally good this year, hpth
at Kitsumkalum and Kitwancool, The rivers were low, and the

lakes nomrmal with the probahility of a rise with the Fall rairns

¥ith the above information hefore you, the Chief Inspecto
and ¥Yourself will T think he able to form an opinion as to the
conditions obtaining this year, within the water-shed of the
the Sii2ena River, and trustingz Lhis will he found satisFactory,
I awm, Sir,
e Your obedient servant,
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