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A . . Sulthers, Bs Ce Do+ 3late 1945
P, Waxne,Snpervisor of Fiahariea,Prinoe Rupert, B.C.

- Herxewith pleaﬂe find Annual Report of the Figheries of Uppex Skee;m
for. the season of 19453

A The eaoa,pe of the different apecles of £ish to spawn areas was
, satigfaotary, Sockeye blg flsh, & heavy run, more numsrous than the
! cyole year,Springs falrly heavy run of average fish, as good as
i cycle year,Cohoes & falrly heavy run of average fiah. about as oycle
year,Pinks a heavy run but the fish smaller and wore femalese, Chums
‘were very 1light,Steslhead were heavy in the Bulklsy. :
The water stagq in oresks waa low and was not good for spawning,
- In-the fall -4t looked as If it would be digastrous for spawnlng
: . rggults but with some rain and heavy snow the oreeks filled up with
i - water-before any hard frost came and if appears as though narmal
, ~ xmesults‘shoiild be obtained as the mather hag kept favorable since
o the gnow Sama,
, Sport fishing during the aeason was very good, with big trout being
~oaught in Babine, while grilse and oohoe angling was very good in
Bulkley Rivexz,
"Due to low.waber in the inleta of Bedine Lake, uany sockaye dled
- withput a.wning a.nd 1t vas the larger fish tha.t were the most
“susteptidble,
The Indlan food supply catoh was slightly 1ower than in 1944, with
- " “a’'eonsidarable less sockeye caught in ths Babine area, mt a,t
_ ¥orlocetown the catoh was greater, At Bablne the deorease was caused
by a nunber of the Indians beling away lunmbering and etc whexre they
were making good money s0 that they were not interested to the game
extent in fishing.At Horicetown thle low water made fiabing essler
and as Indiang are the samg as some othere humans they nasver know
whep they have enocugh but must take everything in sight,
1 The Fighary. Researoh Board officers were continuing their ihvestigat
- .- of %ha SImena. ‘system and tagrilng was done at the Coast and alson at
... Morilcetown, They also extended their investigation to other spawn
.0 . areads and had parties oo the Kigplox,Kitwancool and Bear Lake areas
SRR * adg\ition to Lakolss,Murice and Babine areas that they covered la:

[ aq&ﬂ@n

o B Thore is no :tiahinb fleet 1u the area outslde the boats used to
. nek thalr del, ‘nats and to lift thep,There has besn no oha.nge in the
mathoda uaed,

./ @ ‘There have been no new ohangss o develo;;menta 1n the fighing in ¥
s .. avea during the seamon

. . .D Tha only. abuse this geason was the greater oatoh of food aupply at
! .. Morioetown, Bad judgement on the part of the Guardian at that poinmt
s .- wag.a . gonptributing cause,4 change in Guardians at this point is

el cqn,temlatqd. for the next season, and better reaulta are expested.

¥ (osa geasons were very well kept and thers was no trouols in
en&ominq tmm

F;.Afb"ighq:y Ins;:.aotor three Fishery Guardians and two Batrolxnen were
stationed at stragetic points to control illegal fishing and other

abugea, ‘The segson for the Guardlans and the Patrolmen was extended

: 7 and 4% 4s hoped that this will be continued, Car mileage was allowe

W tha Inspegtor,the Guardian at Hagelton and also the Guardian ab

P © " .Woogoeak, This 18 necessary,as eash has a large territory to oover

; m Patzolm are suplied with boate and outboard. angines Gabi ’
) . ° na

‘were buil’e at Moricetown and at Topley Ldg and 2 cabin
L and boat-
~houas are in the process of const ruction at Donald's Ldg %o mnaka

i’ #%. the work more effiol
| : “ oarr fod on. ent, By Enquiry,obsarvation and work the work
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'@ Where there 1s auy possibility of péllution of waters by sawdust

or other means, the arcas are investigated and lnapeoted. .

H The only xggﬁway ‘bhat hag been buillt in U',pper Skeena is at Morice-
. downy It would appear as though this oould be greatly improved

aand allow & greater esgaps of Sockeye mwore easlly.

E I ‘g_"gﬁg’tgg 1nA the escape of salmon to the spawn areas was very

L. ,1;.‘;& "

“good and where there was deep water spawning the results will be
better than the oyole year as the fish wers larger and more numarol
On the shallow streams entering into Babine lake the results would

. "be no better than ths cyolp year although the figh were more

aumarous thia yeay. Thls was cauged by the heavy mortality of figh

- 'w%}igutiﬁsxmmiﬁ ane to low water,lack of air in the water and ths
)

Toact that the

ths h were half out water in going from one pool to
another in the aascent. Springs were a falrly heavy run andwere as

' :good ag the cyole yeuxr.Pinkas were as heavy aas the oycle year of

9%% but were emaller in size and there were more females. Cohoes
were a fairly heavy run and would oompare favorably with 1942,
Chuns were vwery llght this scason. Steelhsad were a heavy run in
the Bulkley and fulr in other areas. Reports were rsceived fxom
¥laharies Resesroh of a falrly heavy run of Scokeye in the Sustut
whish wag oorroborated by the Pilot' of the C.P.Plans. They also
reportsd a falrly heavy run of Socokeys in Beax Laks and iulets
and a xun of about 10000 gprings on Bear River. Some Plnks arrived
.on Bsar Rivar at tha falls below the fish'camps.This area has neve;

bpen visited by our Department, that ls as fsr as the Falls.

Bpp.m ",.;,x;azﬁeq$ione were carrled out by your Inspecstor,the Pdtrolman,
- -apd bhe Ouardisns at Hagelton and Woodoook, A1)l modee of travellin;

wag vead by the Inspector,plane,boats,horaes,ocar, and foot,Morics
AXaR Was QOvered by horses and also by plane,The Quinnigese and

 Blaokwater on the Nass was covered by plane and inspected by the

Supervisor ‘and the Inspeotor, For the first time in a number of
years & falr encape of Salmon arrived on the Bladckwater,The Lac-da-
dah area was algo covserad by plane, There was a satisfactory escap:
to this area. The Morice area alaso had a satisfactory escape
although 1t ooculd have handled more fish. The Upper Bulkley was

& washoul as regards springs and Bockeye due to low water, but I
updgratand that there was a falrly heavy eodape of Cohoes on the
agea in the laat of Octobere The Skeena and Bulkley near Hazelton
ad beavy @pewaing by Pinke.The Kigplox River wem also had a heavy

ng by Pinke.
_fi‘hoqggapetp the different arsas individually is as follows:

o 2h

'GRIBZLY CR: flowing into Bsaver or Sutherland River about eight mi
Lxrom where 1% flows into Babins lake; |
‘Sogkeye Aug.lat W50,Aug.15%01100 more, Aug, 257d.600 more, Aug,3lst
2500 more, Mostly large fish with feunlesbh a total of 4650,1940 b
3000, 1941" 310D, 1942 2100, This year mch better,Fish spawned free.
and ths area reoelved a medlum heavy seeding. :
FOUR MILE CR: flowlng into Babine Lake about four miles from the :
Patwesan £lve and slx thousand sookeye,large,fem>les slightly in
%agx;t +Figh dled without spavning and ths 1oss would be between
SIX'MILE CR: flowing into Babine Lke about 6 miles from the head
about 200 gookeye that died without spawning,Results negligible:
FIFTEEN MILE op ANDERSOd CR: flowilng into Babins Lake from the Sou
about 12 miles from the head of the lake: Sookeye arriving July 31
€30, Aug.8th B0;. Aug.lith. 800;lug.21st, 1000;Aug, 29th. 11300; Sept
Thers would be a loss of perhaps better thag 2000 figh through
?Pﬁ&omnexmg:l;a;gogowg s;nlthe Ognyon 80 that thr run would be g
. » 257 1ge,50% med, 25% Sm.s |
5?5)250,1941 between 15 & 16 tho:; . »25% Sm.sexes 50/50,1940 approx

better: and, his year approximately 254
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