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,Sir :
I beg 1eeve to submiv the following annual report for
Upper Skeena Area covering the season of 1943 : o
-—- +(A)-Sport flishing for the year has been very good. although
on a elightly diminished extent owing to war conditions, The different
S lakes and rivers afforded plenty of sport to those that indulged in
%W - fighing.There were a few parties thet of outsiders that were able- to
e fish Babine Leke and these were mostly from Prinhce Rupert.
: . Indien food supply catches were not.as heavy this season
\ “on the Skeene and Bulkley Rivers as are customary owing to the Indians
being occupied at’other industries. The Babine catoch was’ also’ lighter,
< +The esoape of salmon to gpawn areas was &verage or lighter
and there was nothing in the’ escape to acoount for the decsrease -in the
commercial catoh-at the coast, s0 that the only ooncluslon that ocan
be reached by your Inspector is that the run was fished intsneively
some place before i1t reached the Skeena River or-that the war bombing
“had an effect on it.The first conclusion would’ seem to be more justified
a8 ‘the size of the Sockeye on the' spawn areas of Babine was muoh smaller,
There was very little high water this year, consequently there was
- -conslderable clear weter in the rivers and this in my opinlon would
be the reason why the escape was higher in comparison with-the oycle
year than the commercial catch, The Pink escape was heavy and size of
tne figh was the best that had been seen in years.
- -(B) We had no comercial fishing in the area this year-and
there hag been no changes from the customary food supply fishing,
(C) Owing to lcw water the food supply catoh at Hagyilget
on the Bulkley was loghter. Moricetown was also some lighter on account
of Indians be ocoupied at other work, The food supply fishinq on-the
Skeena was also lighter Bor the same reason, the fishermen being oG-
cupled at other work,
: (D) The customary aluses at Moricetovm held the spotlight
MW' for o time and as it appeared to your inspector on the Morice Lake
; ingpection that there were not enpugh fish on the areasg, instructions
were glven to oclose off certain areas at Moricetown.Some of the Indians
at that point had been glving trouble and as they were all earning
sufficient money that: the £ish Were not gso necegsary for them, a sammans
vas sworan—-out lssued to one Johnny Tommy and he was prOSeouted by the
Prov, Police and fined twanty dollars and costs by the Prov., Gov't,
- Agent Mr, - Bryant, This should have a salutary effect on tlhem in tne
future
(B) Close seasons were well observed
"(F) An Inspestor 1s engaged the year around,two Guardians
and two Patrolmen are engaged during the four months of the fishing
season,In addition there are two boats and outboard engines on Babine
, lake used to prevent illegal fishing, regulate the Indlan Food Supply
" fighing and ingpeoct the different spawn areas.The Inspeotor also
; __ visits the Morice Lake and Kisplox River spawn arcas
§ (@) Creeks and rivers are patrolled,mills where there is
any danger ,of sawdust pollution are visited and inspected. By enquiry &
observetion all waters are protected.,
- (H) There is_but one fishvay in tne district that has been
.built, This 1s situated at Moricetown on the Bulkley River. At some
stages cf water there 1s some difficulty for fish to negoiate .it,
. (@) -The Babine Lake spawn areas were. visited four times
: by the InSpeotor -as wellas.being. covered by.the Patrolmen,. This area ;
f%w g:; ‘also visited this season by representatives of -the danneries., Morice !
e area was inspected by the Inspector with a. packer and horses,This |
.trip was hampered by cloudy Weather.and the lack of boats. ‘and the faot :
_ that tho-time for inepeotion is-alWays 40o-short owing to-the -inanecticn
gf 5;bi§e ‘Lake  ourtailing it, -The impressionyour inspector: recgﬁved o
n the Morice: Lake area was.that “the rung Were light in” comparison to

- the oyole year. There ig no- rea
. gon why.thig a :
to-Babine “on which it was about as thz cyoie z:a ‘should be any dirferenti
. ar - :
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Annual report (2) <©

Kispiox spawn areas was visited with a packer and horses. This area
had & 1light run of Sockeye, medium Cohoe and s heavy run of Pinks. -
The canoes on this arece have rotted and are not avallable ‘any more,
The surrounding country.to the spawn arsa are hills and swamps and-
some plages with plenty of down timber, Everyplace there is moss
- nearly a foot deep, which makes very tough travelling on foot, In
summer weather one could do it by foot by camping out overnight but
- at_the %ime:of:inspection trips::one’ requires too-moh- equipment
. %Yo pack on their backs, I understand. that another run of Cohoe hit
.-this. area:and-also;the Upper-Bulkley: River:in’ November but it was
r:pot & very,leavy runtaccording.to information I cen gather., - o
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%;)"'LOWER PABINE RIVER: -~ =~~~ '~ - . T
. Sockeye '~ arrived on the area to spawn about the last of Aug.,light

. .run of medium fish with females 60%. These spawned out beforse Sept.l5th
" Sept.2lst. a heavy run of medium & small sockeye,b0% females with'5 ~
to 10% Runts, not as heavy as 1939 and smasller fish: S
. Sprinpgs: “began arriving on Aug, l4th,”but there was practically no
. spawning until the middle.of Sept.This was a . medium run of medium
" figh wlth sexes even, spawned freely,oonslderably lighter than 1939
Cohoes: began arriving on Aug.ldth.s medium run of medium f£ish, sexes
even, spawned freely,the area received -a medium seeding, - ~
Pinks: 'began arriving July 27th. and were spawning freely on Sept,lh5th
‘These were. large fish with females in mejority. A heavy run and the
‘ares has received a heavy seeding by this species, heavier than 1941
" MC DONALD CR: flowing into Lower Eabine Riverjust below Nilkitlwa Leke
Sockeye: . arrived on the ares July 9th. a light run estimated at 185
small and medium fish with females 1in majority,lighter than 1939 ~
Pinks arriving on July 29th, a medium run estimated at 1000, mostly
 Terge fish with females about 60%, spawned freely and the erea has
received a medium seeding, better than 1941 - - - e
UPPER BABINE RIVER T e .
-~ AREA TO.IL - C - _ T -
" Sockeye arriving at Bablne on July 9th. but no spawning on the area
until the middle of Sept. when there & considerable number on the
spawning beds but which gppeared to be SOiﬁ% through into the lake
and the areas beyond. On Sept.28th a nediuM*™¥ of medium & small
Sockeye with females 60% end 10% runts arrived on the ares and 'stayed
. The fish gpawned freely and the area recelved a medium heavy seeding.
The run was estimated by the Patrolman as about 1/3 less than ‘1942 the
wmm....brevious year.._It would be about as 1939 except the sizes which were
' smaller,less in females and more Runts ~ - - , ' SR
Springs  .there was the odd spring  that reached the arswin the middle
of Sept..The 'area received a light seeding by-thls species. .+ - ’
Pinks an odd Pink arrived on the-area in Sept. ‘but they were so few
that they were not worth considering . T
Cohoes: & light run of medium fish, sexes even, in the wmlddle of Sept.
area received a light seeding ..~ '~ -~ o _
."ARFA #2 or HATCHERY SECTION " - e T T
Sockeye - the bulk of the spawvning on the area commenced on -Sept.28%th.
and had a falrly heavy run oft medium.and small fish with 109 Runts.
The patrolman estimated as 1/3 less than 1942.I would ocnsider it is
~.about ag 1939 except that the fish_a;g;smalle:_and-thgre Wwere not quite
Sorings ‘the odd medium spring arrived about Sept.20th.The area would
recelve. a light seeding by thls species - S I
. Pinkg :" ‘arrived on the area &n the middle of "Mug. alight .run of large
figh with females in majority, .a light seeding on"this area, lighter
than 1941-or 19397~ - v sl e T T T LT
- Cohoesg :° arrived on the area’abou’ the middle of Sept.a light run of
- ---average'fish with sexes-even, ‘a light-seeding by this species; 1940
M ~ was also g ligh'b ™Tan. - RN '.'.‘ ;: ‘,, _ I " -
- +AREA NO.3-or>ISLAND SECTION P T R /P P G T AT o
Sockeye -“spawning on this-area about Sept.28th, a-fairly heavy run of -
- medium and small fish with 10% Runts and-60% females, The ‘ares-received
- & falrly heavy seeding by this species. Estimated by the Patrolman as
1/3 less than 1943 but in cowparisonwith 1939 would be about the sams
- ®Xcept that the fish were smallersWeFe more Runts and .a few less

females
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.. : 1943 Annual Report «(3)%

\ 2%YR BABINE RIVIR ’

-. ARWK #3 or ISLAND SECTION :

- Seekeyes . . ¢ s - - : o
Springs e few palr arrived during the later part of Sept. a light

- --run of mediunm -fish, sexes even, spawned. freely and.wers well..spent.The
“ares would receive & light seeding by this specles, lighter than 1939

. Cohoes +-& -light run of medium flsh with sexes even in . Sept.spawned
freely, .the -area would recgive a light seeding -, about as 1940

-.Pinks :.wvery few of .this species.arrived .on the Upper Babine this season

- a8 they seemed ocontent to stay on the Lower river, large fish with

--females :in -mgj ority, - a light.seeding by this.speclies,lighter..than.

. 1941 but vigger fish: S o o
TRAIL CR: flowing into Upper pablne River just below bridge .
Sockeye : arrived on the area July 20th, estimated af. 118, medium and
small-fish-with females in nmgority;~1n-l942~there»lko-large.fish with
females 2 t0 1 male., There was noArepoqt-for 1939 - .. T
Pinks -:there-were no -Pinks-this season % - ---soo o o J oo .
SALMON CR: draining Salmon Lake into Morrison or Hatchery Lake -
Sockeye -arriving on - the area on Sept. 9th., a:iheavy-run.of medium and
small fish with females :in majority. This area was better than the cyole
year - of -1939 when -there were approximately 1500 large fish.66% .females -
on the area. The area would recelve a heavy seeding. :

Cohoes -arrived between the.mifidle .and.the last of Sept.would be conside

. a heavy run of average figh,sexes even, 1940 was a 1light run so it would
appear as though this was R@tter year. . ; : R

NINE MILE CR: flowing into Babine Lake .about 9 miles from Post

- Socksye -arrived on-Aug. 9th, a run of 160Q medium and small figh,60%

" females, The fish spawned freely and the area has recelved a failrly
heavy seeding, estimated as 25% more than 1942 and would be some better
numbers than 1939, but a smaller varlety of flsh'and:fewer females.
Cohoes no record thls season. ' - o e S
MORRISON CR. draining Morrison -or Hatchery pake into Hatchery Arm
Sockeye  arriving on the area in first week of Szpt 80 that on Sept.16
there were 12000 mostly medium size with females 60%, During the later
part of the month it was estimated that 4000 more came on the area
making a total of 16000 on.the area. They spavmed freely and the area
recelved a heavy seeding. In comparison with the cycle year of ‘1939
it would eppear be slightly in excess in nuubders but & smaller variety

and a few less females, 1939 was estimated as 50% more than 1938 when
there were 10000 sockeye on the area. ’ ;

..Cohoes erriving on the aresa latter part of Sept., medium run of medium
fish sex®s falrly even.spawned freely and the area .received a medium
seeding by this species. 1939 had between 2 &3 hundred .on the area.
this year was better. .

FULTON RIVER: flowing into Babine Lake near Topley Ldg. from the South
Sockeye arriving on the area Aug. 14th but was alight run until Sept.
18th, From thls date until the lagt of Sept. a big run of medium & small
figh with 10% Runts and 60% females. Estimated at. 79000 by Patrolman.

Afbout the same as the cyole year of 1939 except that the size was smalle
and there were a few less females. There was considerable waste both yea

. Cohoes ., arrived the last of Sept.aad early Oot., On Octy 28th. there
were about 1000 on the area average fish with sexss even. better than
1940 when .there were between 3& 5 hundred.

TACEEKCR: flowing into Babine Lake about 2 miles East of Topley Ldg.
Sockeye arriving early in Aug. so that on Lth, there were 2625 on area:
Sept. lst, another run of 3400, The fish were mediun size about 60%
females. The area would receive & heavy seeding in comparison to 1939
when there were 2333 mostly large fish. ' '

Cohoes about lst week In Oct. about 2 to 300 average fish,sexss even
would be about as 1940 when there .was a light run.. . . . .

,. PIERRE CR: flowing into Babine Lake from the South about 18 miles west o

.Donald¥sg Ld,. - .o oo ool o LT
Scckeye  arriving on Aug.lhth. 900, Aug.9th, 2800, Aug, 31st 5300, Sept.7+th

~975,8ept 20th., 2000 making & total of 11975 medium and. small fish 60%
females. .In' 1939 nthere Were 1143L. Ths sizes would cormpare fairly well

 £ish spawned freoly and the area

-but the -sexes were the opposite . The fi
recelived a medium heavy seeding.

Oohoes  arriving first week .in Oot. a 11 ' ‘ '
! : _ 0 gh'b run of 2 ,
fish sexes fairly even, about ag 19%0- © 5 t°;3 hu?@?§d avera
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- TWIN CR:

- e

PESHS6R; flowing into Babine Lake from the South abou‘c 14 miles-- - -

~west of Donald's Ldg. -

"' Sookeye- ~arriving- in.the lst week in Auw. 80 that on the-4th, there

2700 on the area. Au 31lst. another run.l700 ‘and on Sept.:10th 250

-~ meking -a-total -0 %50 ‘gookeye ‘on the area for the eeason.They were
mediuvm and- small fish with females 60%, In 1939 there Were. g7l
-sockeys ‘mostly-large fish With- 60% -females.This yeaxr- oouperee favor—-

“"ably in' mumbers: 'and ‘sex but was & mwch smeller size. - °

C6hoes ~arriving ‘on-the-area the -latter part of - Sept 8- 1ight -Tun of
everage fish with sexes, feirly even, betwean 2 & ; hundred muoh like
1940 — E-E T . I - :

* PENDLETON CR

" Sockeye: ”'arrived Aug .- lSth 990 medium and emall fish 60% females,
compares favorably with oyole year of 1939

FIFTFEN MILE or ANDERSON CR: into Babine Lake from the South about.

10 miles 5 Eagt of Donald's Ldg.

" Sockeye *-arrived Aug,10th, 100, Aug.lhth 150 Aug 20th, 2700 Sept U4th

2000 making a 'total of approximetely 5000: “yedium and small figh with f
"females- 60%. -In*1939 there were 35000y mostly large fish, This year
does not compare favorably with the oyole year, The feood supply oaxoh
-was only-200 and-then the Indians left on aocount of no fish. 00
Cohoes ' arriving first week in Oct. a llaht ‘Tun of average fish, sexes
fairly even, would be about:as 1940+ . 3 |

SIX MILE CR:

.Sockeye arrived on' Aun 22nd. end had .267 medium - Siue with- 60 “females
- spawned freely and were well spent 1Q39 had 342 7 5% large 25p medium
‘and-emall with 60% females =~ ~ )

-FOUR MILE CR:

Socke yve , on &a Aug, 16th about 336 medium sized- fish, 60p fewmales
1939 .had: 1402 on the ares 80 that tnie _year deeenot conpare favorably
with the -cycle year T

GRIZZLY CR: ,flowing into Beaver River about 8 milee from tne heed of
.Babine Lake~* -~ — ‘ B
?ooke;e arrived on the area about Au «17%h, about c575_medium andi smell
- £ish,60% females, The area-received a’ light seeding, does not compare
fevorably with the oycle year ‘when there were 11200 large and nedium
fish 609 females

MC DOVmLL CR: & ZYilOETZ or GOPPER_RIVIR Mb Donell Cr joinino Dennis
Lake and MoDongll Lake and the Zymoetz or Copper Riger draining the

Mc Donell Lake, This area was not visited but from informetion given

. by Indlans, 1t had a medium run of Steelhead, Sockeye, Springs and Cohoe
UPPER BULKLEY RIVER that pert of the Buliley.above the junction with

" the Morice- -

Secokey e ‘weree a light run

Springs :.were extra light

Cohoes tﬁ in Oct,Nov,& Dec a medium run
Steelhead: in May were a medium run

. The water on this area was very.low all season which may have had eome

bearing why there .were no more f£igh on it than there were.
MORICE RIVFR draining Morice Lake into the Bulkley River

the weather was very bad during the inspection being overcast practicall
all the time go that observation was bad, It may have becn that the
figh were not- yet on the spewning grounde ‘but from what I saw. it wa.s
~a light run '

Sockeye - latter part of - Aug and Sept a liaht run mediunm fieh did not
compare favorably with the oyole year of 1939

Springs  latter part of Aug. & early Sept. a light run of medium fieh
did not compare .favorably with 1939 .

Cohoes my visit was too early for thie epeoies as flsh:came in Vov.
but would judge that 1t would be a medium Tun of average ﬁﬁéh 1940

. Was an average, run, -

" NANIKA RIVER:draining Kid Prioe Lake and entering'Morioe Lake about

3 miles from the outlet, This axea was not visited through lack "of time
KITWANGCOOL RIVER draining Kitwancool Lakse intO'the Skeena River from
‘the North about 2 miles west of Kitwangak ,.

- Sockeye arrived July 5th a heavy rwn, would co

-Oohoes Sept l5th g eavy run heavier thag ok ngare favorably Witnl939

Pinks " Aug, 2nd. & heavy run heavier than k2 or lqul
Steelhead in hay heevy, Chums very light this year

N
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1943 ennual repért (5)

- KITSEUGHLA RIVER: flowing into the Skeena River from the South near
Skeena Xing.
Cohoes - arriving Aug, 10th a light run lighter than 1940
Steclhead May & Oct, medium run about as usual-
COMEAU CR:flowing into the gkeena Rlver from the South near Carnaby
about 10 miles South West of Hazelton.,
Cohoeg . thls.oreek.was washout . this season :
- P ink s " " n 1]
“Steelhead . o " “n u "
Clunms _ very few in this area this year
This creek had its channel changsd by the beaver and entered the
Skeena River nearly 14 miles above the old creek
STONEY CR:flowing into the Skeena River from the North about 10 miles
South west of Hagzelton and nearly opposite to Catnaby
Cohoes Sept. 3rd, a medium run heavier than 1540
Pinks %ﬁg. ilit a *ighi- yuny-lightea—thaa 19 a me dium run, lighter
an 1941
Chums; there were none visible this year
- SEALFRY CR: flowing into Skeena Riber from the South about 4 miles S. V.
of Hazelton , and draining Sealey Lake
Cohoes  Aug, 9th a medium run, heavier than 1940
"Pinks Aug, 6th a medium run lighter than 1941
MISSION CR: flowing into the Bulkley River from the South about
opposite to’ Hazelton and a half mils above junction with Skeena River
Pinkg Aug, 8th a meddum run lighter than 1941
CEDAR CR: flowing into the Skeena River from the North about 1 mile
north of Hazelton
Pinks Aug,1%th, a medium run about as 1942
Cohoes  Aug.26th & light run ,lighter thanl9l2 '
DATE CR: flowing into the Kispiox River from the North about 3 miles
north of Kigpiox Village
Cohoes  Sept. 20th & medium run about as 1942
Pinks Aug, 12th a medium run ebeud-as lighter than 1642 - -
DEAN:HEAVIR or DANIEL CR: flowing into the Kisp10t River from the N
avou t 7 mileg North -of Kisplox Village o
Cohoes  Sept. lst.a medium run lighter than 1942 ‘
Pinks Aug, 20 a heavy run large fish, heavier than 1941
Cnums Oct. 17th a light run
BIERUES CR: flowing into Kispiox River from the South about 13 miles
north of Kigplox Village
Cohoes Sept. lst. a medium run lighter than 1940
Pinks Aug, 20th. a heavy -run , heavier than 1941-
CULLEN CR: flowing into the Kigplox near lst. Cabin Y.T.L. about 21
miles North of Kispiox Village.
Cohoss  Sept. lst & light run , lighter than 1S40
Pinks Aug, 20th. a heavy run of 1arge fish, heavier than 1941 :
MONGFESE CR: flowing into the Kisplox .about 55 miles North of Kigplox
Village: : :
Sockeie late in Aug. a light run, lighter than 1930
Springs June, no information this season

Cohoes Sept.lst & light run lighter than 1940
Pinks ~ gept.lst. a heavy run largs fish, heavier than 1941 and for the

past number of years,
Steelhead May & Sept. heavy according to Indians -
AJGIONOOK CR: flowing into Kispiox about 65 miles North of Hagzelton
gockeye Sept. a light run, very little evidegoe In sight
- Cohoes_ ~ Sept. Oot. & light run lighter than
LAG-DA-DAH AREA about 70 miles North of Hazelton into the Kispiox
River
Stevens Cr, . draining Stevens Lake into Kispiox River 70 miles North
of Hazelton. :

. Sockeye Sept. & light run, lighter than 1959
Cohoes Sept. . Oct. Nov, a light run lighter than 1940
Steelhead May & Oct. a heavy run favorable with other years.

Clubb Cr:Narrows; & Falls or Allen Cr: were merely a repetition of
of Stevens Cr. Thils is ons of. the poorest years I have seen on these

arcas. There were even very few ducks thils season Whereas other seasons
there would be from 10 to 20 times the" nunberg »reason no dead figh,

James Boyd,Esq.Supervigor of Fighertes, A. R. Mo Donell | /f\d
. . . . /



