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MEMORANDUM

File: 200-20/MRPC
August 04, 1992 - | e
‘-_ ‘ ) . -To: Y - ek Al Gorley ) (_‘ ) - 3 . B ' ~ N N u’_‘\ . ) i . ‘ ‘ s - .

District Manager =, o -
.Morlce Forest District ‘

. From: Brlan Simpson : : . )
. Sam / (Operations Manager) : = % , A e
- i ﬁCommlttee Chalrman, MRPC o R o f e S
. . L = f/" Y LR - M A
Subject. Morice River LocaI Resource Use Planr,/gqa¢<g¢ﬁ§iﬁ;;g//rm

T "~ Oon behalf of- the Morice River Plannlng Commlttee 1 submit ";;f"'
the attached document for your approval. This document =

. represents the best package of management. Sstrategies that ... . ..
-~ . . ‘our commlttee can develop at\thlg tlme’) The‘deci51ons '

One 1ssue remalns a- concern to Ehe Committeevmembers\agg
' warrants being highlighted hére.” There are, ForestJand Rang
- : ‘lands: that presently. fali outéiae “the. Jurisdiction of~j
- . = Provincial Forest:Lands and” consequently%activities on these‘

lands. may not be held accountable to the management X
guldellnes that ‘are’ deplcted -here.- It is the deejre of tﬂig v
_ Committee to’seek" all opportunities to have these~1ands~\ >
4 +.included within the Provincial Forest landbase.ﬁ Tﬁis woul‘
- _ensure a consistent management,approach towards actrvities
across the landbase withrn the planning area“ N sl
>13u~,\15; If you have any questiqns _
: ', review procébs the CommitteeQQnd it s member ;r”
G 2T 3; d{spos 7 BN e : ‘

,’./‘

.i:{f{ (Operatione Manager) :
=-3_ Commlttee ghairman, MRPC~:T

Y T B L g S =R
. L = 3 X
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Province of Ministry of Morice Forest pis_trict L

— Forests Bag2000
British Columbia ~FO - Houson - .-
British Columbia
. S vOJ 120 -
— _ oo ' Telephone: (604) 845-6200

Fax: (604) 845-6276

File: 200-20/MRPC

August 19, 1992 & MR,
Mr. Brian Slmpson Cha1rman . _ o L
Morice River Corridor Planning Commlttec - SRR L N k)
c/o Morice Forest District e BTy 5 e e SN R
“Bag 2000 - - ) e R LT e
- - Houston, British Columbla . G e T B xS L R
v01 1Z0 vt e e £
. \'. MBI’I&H o 7_' *"_ f‘ : "';:Vf\/

RN ther . £ i
S mtegrated murce use: pIaﬁ for the aru. :I‘he gmdehnes will take effect linmed
-~ .7 .-~ andremain in place for an initial penod of three}'ears. I-will be mstruchng Fores
T  Service staff to undertake a number of acuvmes pnor to July 30 ,1995 : 't'wﬁl‘ch

A i -the guidelines will be extended or updatea s

AT e A TN 5 ) N e Z i £
s L Through ‘Forest Llcenses and the Smﬂl Busmess Forpst Entetpnse ngram, plﬂxs' ‘ Py
= & - are-to be (feveloped_for roads and harvesting in all operatmg areas which overlgp .- bR
;= . _ . “.the corridor area. These plans will i utxhze the guxdelmes deveiopeé}) maAs e 5
' commlttee 3;—'. : _.»,’v_j” . F /v—'_

b _- e, )2 Estabhshmept of a water quahty' plmg program nér arasm}hich
U5 ;f;'._‘f'é wfor roads amﬂia:vastmg.‘ )Mﬂ_‘gg e _,{kxﬁ 3
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" I & 4 Developmcnt in cooperauon mthihe Mmligry of Envnronm t 0
b gt —{ " habitat mventoryhssessment and update program: for the corgpé
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.’ Mr. Brian Simpson, Chairman A A
Page 2 Sl
August 06, 1992
© 5. Analysisof the impacts on timber pfocfdctioﬁ(AA(\Z/LRSY) of ;nina‘g’ement_ “ P Sl
L R, assumptions under the guidelines compared to previous management assumptions - - _
Ui =~ andareportby March31,1994.. © - ReRE g T s e
& 6 An assgssment"gﬁd'réﬁnemént of Sil\ii_o\lxlnlre_pmctiges__i{'hich meet thc;bb;iectivéfl'ﬁ
~ _ for management of the-corridor, (clearcut size and other systems, site preparation >

"~ and plantation management). R : e e
- - s ~ AL # . = TR Bl ‘—. ‘ v » o~ I ’:::—.’__v -

o .

g Wi A N N e S s e
<. .~ - - Isupport the-proposal to have the planning committee reconveéne and-conduct a rene?rr}‘f;,;%; T

~ ~of guideline implementation. T suggest that a further review occur in mid 1994, T N e e N
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’ Executive Summary

lntroductlon

The Morice River flows from Morice Lake, about-75
kllometres south of Highway 16, joining the Bulkley ‘River
vncar Houston. The resource values in the planmng area, a
 corridor ranging from seven to 12 knlomc_trcs in width
surrounding the river, are high. They include important fish
and wildlife habitat and populations, ‘quality recreation

; opportunities, scemc landscapes and valuable timber and -
R A , bl mmr:ralr&somm fIhcpurposeofthstomlRwourccUsc.
‘ " . Plan (LRUP) is to develop_resource management gmdelmes
Wthh maintain 1mportant rwource valuw to prowde for the

o ryv ﬂ . K‘::— e ‘: % O . :,_ Ihe 1mpoﬂant resource va]uw mthe Monce Rlvcr valle 53
i v v R A ‘i':f\" " . been reoogmzed for some time. Afor&sTacceesﬁ\roadwasﬁxst
A R R T developedupthc river in the 1950s. ;Tn-1983 a foredt fire -
e . by b B bumcd a large tract of forwt on both s1des of the nver. The
i _ L B fire, along w1th severc wmd damage (1984) and msect pest
T P } = T":», outbreaks led toa dtamatlg mcxjease m?lvige loggmg In
o s euie e T : _ 1985 the river was proposed-as’ acandldt:fem thcﬁo‘%ixﬁnl
‘,'_\":_;, Itk e ey ,\ \WgonﬁCom&orsProgmm.‘Twoy?" Tater ]
S T _‘._—;\,-s'j-,“ " District staff started the comridor pla aieg
e mlf\ o ;;;mns committee ‘with" govermment, industy
SRR Tl VST e s gronp repr&cntatlon ~In 19887,7’?&," nin: " :
: S ¢ By ) ¥ Kty A5 :j report, c})ncentrahngon rectcahon agd‘landsca ‘values.}/
v el 0o L ’/\*’"” “Sevicwed by the planmng oomml’?tée. ~!i‘he: /“deci

.A‘\\

mformatxon vaas needed and a w1det tangc'of res:
_/ ‘ - 'f;: should be consxdered. 'I'hat marked/the begmmng

i = 4 . g \ i
g h < i LRUPpm = DN -
‘ 2 ) et Z NG LT
Y = Rl 7, e ! i "” - LTt
P (@ ) - ) d — -
! - 1. s Lo Rev
~ ) : - g £
,—// 3 - /
a SN e t f ol -
: & P R e e <t T T M i)
Morice River Cormridor ¢ Local Reésource Use™ Plan L ox b e PR TR M TR i e e )
A N i _ & - 55 AT = s i e
T
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Resource Value-

: SR R Manymomcevduwenstmthmtheplanmngareabtnthe
- ' L " major values can be summarized under four headings:

-~

ot Pyt ﬁshenes, wxldhfe, recreation and tlmbcr /» Lo et
. L gl Prom a fisheries petspectxve, _most attentlon in the planmng

area falls. on the four species of salmon and steelhead trout. -
7 P High-use spawnmg s1tw and 1deal Juvemle fish habltat occur D
T e E e ,‘Q"-";r‘--, ';-; thxoughout the entu*e river.- B C.\Emmonment (BCB)J f’ —
KD 1 “f ~“recognizes the unportnnce of the river's spott ﬁshery b}
| ot "dwgnatmg ita Class 2 anghng stream. The ﬁshenee

: mAh Monce Rlver‘ watetshed m—sx gni
y 2 5 “Q ¢ Qig";‘

P

-- 5 \ f ' L " \iboﬁeemaregnzzlybeaxs moose"and dee_r,,xbm: :
=g aswolf lynx,maﬂen,baldeaglsandowis nlsohav a2 'y’\

& SN N W T
ey iy "T_:\'f /J_f_; < scn51t1v1ty to development «m the QlanMng m'a. =Tl
T W = 23 i populatlon “of gnzzly bears usxgg the area ls. pto £ '
V' "j - " significant: - “The winter tanggLnsed by moosexsreglc_mall S m

: 'sxgm_i'leant._ Thlsgrea alsp eontaxm'_l;}eavdymed d ‘iimng
,--\ ‘.‘Hl/k ,.t .

= -. 2 ' : .
eountry sldmg and wxldhfe v1e
po “activ The,yjewscape Jé

$ \/ < 4 G =%
e B SRR “1/” 3 ;J‘he comdor mcludcs parts of"twovnﬂé °MW%M5LX 7

2 e

. S S NS

- i i g o X s oA - \ ; ? 7‘.}‘
N, EEAE S St N
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Executive Summary

one angling guide camp, and portions of 10 registered
traplines. The lake and river are a regionally significant

recreation feature. v ~ _ _

=

: | - From a timber standpoint, the valley is well-accessed and

) " contains a large proportion of highly producuve, valley-bottom
. " ‘ land. In fact the 35,619 ha of net productive forest land i in the
: ‘ ' . planning area is more productive than the District average and
T ngt K e .~ =(represents about five per cent of the producuve capaclty of the 5
2t District. The net volume of. timber i in the area is about 102
' ey Ty " * W bxmlhon cublc metres, more than half of which is lodgepole-/ ;

LS ThePlanmngareahasbeendl de&mtotwopnmaryzonw,A

e ‘\_ ~ i ’ i \_“"‘ andB todxstmgmsh between tesgmce mpnagement sensxuvxg'
s ni K EaE A by  levels. Zones are recommended based on tﬁ'e princxﬁe that
g h e s ﬁshenw wﬂdhfe recreation and 1d timber va]uee mcrease as one

= ’ L rod =57 > N approaches fhe river. "I‘here}'ore management‘c;ﬁechves\and
L S e e v"5 7 resource emphasls has chan;ed thh dlstance ﬁ'om the iver.
A Pl In General, as one moves from the pranmng afea boundary
| " i through Zone B, towardsZoneA,managegg?andhgrvegﬁng

Aotive e

\ 2 eots‘idetatlons beeome mgm redtric tive.

‘ £ - % 1, _ _;‘ e wlnlometres, encompassmgfhe nver ﬂooxd?%g‘ Tiate ’i:’
o T TS uptand slopes. Maintenance of fish, wildife and fesies o,
: bl A ‘ TR £ = mmeivdmmmmgepentmmgjn@s ' }_Figure, _
g e A LG ge s ,? / 2 gives examples of s Vpeelfic pres&ipt;ons '-ié'gilrdmg
i e T mamtenanee of these values, "T ber. pr&diiéﬁon":smot -3
! e g Sowl }“:; ‘ management ObJOCthc and umberlgarkun w:ll“”c;gcﬁr
¥ X - Tl L ‘“:lgmﬁcant_; Sk %



5 . e Sas * Executive Summary

’ ~ ‘Zone B’ is the remaining area outside Zone A to the planmng

L ] _ area boundaq ‘This zone is subdivided into. Specul

" .~ Management Areas (SMAs) and Integrated Resource f"-'

R O S ;Management Areas (lRMAs) SMAs include all areas deﬁned

s -l b okl sty ashavmgspecmlfeatmes plusasmromdmgbuffer. Aspecml
"= “feature is either: - () high quality wildlife habitat such as 2

: e 3 ‘ , i ,wetland system, (ii) sensitive stteamsxde habltat, (iii) wﬂdhfe |
s ety By nry movement areasconmctmg (’)and('n'), (iv) 1denuﬁed sensmve o {

¢ J - 2 .‘\../2-.;

s 7 00 _ .»rfeatm%s level of mportanoelo pnmary mources‘ .'IR. MIWASA -'r 4
B i, i ki contamalllandbasenot in SMAs and’arcthemam‘umbaf o

o ”In areas\of complex gsource inte
""'P.l_ans (LRUPs ma?*ia'e '




Executive Summary

LRUPs provide guidelines on activities in specific locations of
a forest district. These plans coordinate with the umbrella of
the Forest Land Management Plan (FLMP) for the timber
supply area.  The FLMP determines brnad, long-range
management strategies for timber harvesting (AAC), range and
recreation at the TSA level. The FLMP is the District’s link to
. provincial and rcgional pnliciw and prioriﬁes_. = pe

- \ . -

- Lt o ARy The Morice River LRUP Commlttee will present these draft _
Lo "~ guidelines to the public and collect feedback. A final revision

will be prwented to the District manager for approval After
this, the gmdehn&s will be unplementcd in all lcvels of’for&st

) e T 7 Al S The Ministry ‘m ‘pﬁmar)'mpons bility
G A S e N ﬁ':_ - for momtormg the eﬁ'echvenes& ‘and’ comphance of the
i e Ere A Gt gmdehn&s. TthRUP Commltteewxll reconvenc 12 montlu
g s R E L E e L) O after guldehne unplementatxon to conduct a. techmcal rev.\lew
T e Lo = and, if necessary, provide - rwommendahons to” the District
' e | - manager. Any significant ¢ exceptxons to the gmdclmes will
- LT - a7 fistbeeferred to members of the LRUP Committee before

N L e ! “ oo R , mplemcntatlon. The Integmted Resource Mamigemcnt Plans
: o i e e T andCoordmatedAccwsManagemcntPlans calledfoxmthe
;
:L{ T \\ e - et
b Ol 2850 gl R . _‘: ' TI:nc Commlttee wh:ch gm&d
gy L PRI O S a rcprcsentatlves from govemment age?xclesi, ,11_1§ustry and.
J'\-_- e ' '} - s mfcrested partws. These gmdelmw reptesent\ a huge effortby .

A L T R B theCommJttccandrcprwents fbelr view ofthe btst eolI’“t“ive
L T A
: Moric; River Corridor ° Locd Resource. Use Phn




N ) - £ - ~
a 2= .. ) LIS = . } - X ~
~ = —m—. Vi e . ! S
h > S =
< o Sy == \

el "~ Executive Summary

Continuous public involvement will remain an integral part of
the monitoring strategy through existing Five Year
; Development Plan public meetings and the Preharvest
N - " Silviculture Prescription (PHSP) advertisement process; All -
members of the public are invited to visit the Morice Forest .

=t : = ~ District or Licensee offices to provide their concemns. - <




Executive SUmmarg

Table 1 :

ZONE MANAGEMENT HIGHLIGHTS

VALUE

ZONE A

SPECIAL
MANAGEMENT AREAS
(SMA)

ZONE B INTEGRATED RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT AREAS (IRMA)

Fisheries

- maintenance of vegetated
buffers adjacent to
streamside areas.

- maintenance of natural
hydrologxc flows

- development near a water

source will require a
detailed plan

- same as SMA

Wildlife

- buffers adjacent to
riparian areas to maintain
visual cover -

- any management
activities maintain a
significant portion of stand
components .

-| structure and function

- maintenance of some
canopy cover adjacent to
lngh ity habitat

- actwmee retain 70% of
area available of stand's

- maintain mature/immature clumps and
wildlife trees
- retain deciduous non-commercml species

L

—

Recreation

- no new sites, roads or
commercial development
- maintain existing sites

- any management
activities will conform to ,

- where requn'ed. any
management achvxty will -

require a (lef
txon or,
refernr

“_y

rev1ew and

ncies,” >

| ensures win

- development as per -
District Recreational Plan
- identified sensitive land-
scapes as (SMAs) require
VQOs pnor to approval -
{ S

Jna
mmlmum 40 m buﬁ'er with ~
no roads or landi

- harvesting within buﬁ'er
dfirm

boundaries and eonsxders
snag retention, visual
Bcreening, 70% retention b
area of stand structure an

- development tequn'ea landscape analym
from key viewpoint
- VQOs will be established pnor to
approval
QO of partial retention within 500 m of
Ve - § N A {

.“\ B

-60hamanmumclearcnu\ -

- maximum 180 m-to wildlife cover. LA, K
-retup coverwhmbmadcaet burmngn d Y

mamtenanee

nf water'quallty and ‘-

A = prior to appmv -~ | function _  streamside etabihty of streams and ereeks .
Silviculture | - no peshc:dea or fertilizers |- reduced stocking .- -‘broadeast burmng only where | necessary
) - no oggsm ibed burning | standards and/or modxﬁed - mechanical site _preparation
, = a b ed silviculture treatment regimes - retention of non-commercial msh types
R - q stands will be applied- - . | considered - {-can’ requn'ements ‘to
y et LT s mechanical site - meet other nden resource objectwee
. ~ : V- L5 5 - |preparation preferred S fph 7 !
R T L e Ty peshcldee or ferhhzer »._;. : 5 - :
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Introduction

_ Morice River Corridor ® l»alkm ﬁw le

The Morice River flows some 75 kilometres from Morice Lake
to join the Bulkley River near Houston. The study area for this
Local Resource Use Plan is a corridor ranging from about
seven to twelve kilometres in width surrounding the outflow of
Morice Lake and following the Morice River downslream to
its confluence with the Bulkley River (see Flgure 1).
Approximately 56 000 hectares are contained within the study
boundary. The area was designed to include all landscapes
visible from the Monce River, from 1mportant viewpoints
_adjacent to the river and from the Monce Lake recreation site.~

<
-

' The Morice—liiver \/allcy is well known z'as> a ’d&etination for

I \: 7_’,,'; ’\b nnportant factor in thls use.” The Forwt Semce mamtams
- s ; : : _ﬂ‘_ ~three recreatlon sites along the- Monce River and one. on
. e e Monce Lake The stfnct Mumcxpahty of Houston 4lso
- = operates Bymac Park, a campmg faclhty on thc nveﬂaank.
X i ‘_2_‘ e - The Moncc vallcy contains 1mportant fish and wxldhfe
'_ i v habltatsl “'g'lfwMon %ztcm_xs a maJ' “,’ od ucet of salmon,
7 Stee] YA AN :
: Pt o wnmg areas-are found
- iy '/ ff:: ‘;“f,‘,g’,;(e - feating hablfit\(and ovatf wmtcnng; ols ;
S i _‘)—* ik sectxOns of _ﬂic river: lhcvg}lcyﬂso pmwdw a’dmetso tmg,of“
: J _' NN 8 habxtats supportmg a wndo Vanety o£4vi1d11fe specws k(')f
TS - e _~ i ,_‘ ji)érhcularnnportanccarcthcl}“lghuscgnzzlybearareasalong~
) -4 ‘; ¥, - the upper river (above Fenton Creck), the high quahty moose.
e ,-: -, i e - wmtcr range (bclow Lamprey Qeek) and thc mule deer wmtcr
- 1 \ el O 2




Introduction

A large and very valuable timber resource is also found in the
__valley. This area is an important source of supply for the two ™

T large lumber companies and numerous small logging opetnto'rs o
SNl v TRl b o in the Houston area. Large tracts of valuable mature hmber R
’ _ occur and the very productive growing sites can make i
- y  substantial long term contribution to the local timber supply
Favorable terrain, good access and moderate dlstances to town

e = ~ and mills make the area part1cularly attxactxve for hmber‘ s

S valley and crown

ng tenures are eetablEhed ver pai-t‘o
* the smdy area. f number of atchaeologn

Ja,.

S , ‘ occm"along the : river and there arevgrobabiy oaexé yhxch are‘f _ ‘f; =
‘_ 5 s _A . e o . lmdisc?’ycmiq:; > = - ";\: o = S . TN f_’ .7 :\; s

Tt bk T T S s __IllepmposeoftlnsLocalRmmcc?lgnlstodevelopresource

il it RN . managemen?‘ gmdelmw that 1de,nnfy"\Q /malnp\m vglnable_ ‘

‘ B T #\ \-» s 1mportant mource systems?, nssxgn mouree m;magementé
e ey phas;sy\r;gdeaﬁamewo?k‘fotﬁeeo use:o

Lo ey

werse reson}ce ;consxden socla I,

envxtonmen needs and reﬁuce A
;‘.."d ‘T’q 2 y 1‘\ \/ -
\,' “" (‘conﬂlc.m-’i_( _)' l},,t}/ ‘;_"N
‘-'._ e i AT H/}L :;4_:/‘..,,;’, B ey T =S,
R e ST M el % ""::/"‘3-,:77%‘7"5 FAC - ki T e Y >
i e dar i B o The lrppoﬂ}nt.ﬁrwourcqzalm mﬁe,Moncfvaﬂey
e A E ' : recogmled for some time. A forest : acoess|
B G e e gl =t
o BT e uptheMonée River in the 1950&,11m€’{dm13
= u,'\— o ~ A2 (SRS e T Ve SR o 80 B ~ \d' 1 \
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Introduction

of considerable study as part of the Alcan, Kemano II proposal.

This proposal to divert a portion of the water in the Morice

system to the Nechako Reservoir has since been abandoned.
In 1983 the Swiss Forest Fire dwtroyod a large tract of forest
- on both sides of the Morice River. The fire along with severe
A : wind damage in 1984 and the subsequent insect pest outbreaks
) A " ledtoa dramatlc increase in loggmg acthty

~ _ _ In 1985 the Morice River was | hstcd as a candidate in the
. 7 . - Provincial Recreation Corridors Program“ln 1987 the Forest ..
Scrvwe 1mt1ated a planmng process as reqmred by the

, - 'Recreahon ‘Corridors Program.~ A draft Terms of Reference -

e IR e -was_ cnrculated and mtemtod partlw were 1dent1ﬁed A

R R < ,:.x’, U e e . Y ‘t__A %

. o ot In May 1988 the Forwt Scmce producod a pfehmlnd&
o r ' Jo T e o 3 Optxons Report which- concentrated on Jecroatlon and
R A Faas hndscape valuesasseomedtobemdlcatodby the Recmahon
" T = oo \ : Comdor candldacy Aﬁafev:ewmgthoOphons Reportq;e

| ,—/ A plammgoommlueedocxdegf;hatmoremformggnyasgeeded
‘ 3 /and ghatthe plan ¢ sho“ﬁ addréss "a Wi kmg 3 \rfqml}ce

R o ’-ﬂ& -
iver. shoula not be
Roéréatxon éorndor as. greatef iooaf

ﬂexlbility could be achxevod thhm;i g statna‘ i

/

%
)ubhc yMcnpahon has bocnﬁan :tegml part of this
J\‘ ! procm Public rcprwmtatlves onthe ‘plannm commlttee
. have been duectly involved i ll‘lg, the prggogf\dihgto th1s draﬁ.
Pubhc partlcgpahon ﬁiﬂ contﬁmo’io’ i?q‘f nportant.

oompleuon and unplementatlon of thxs Looal Rwource Usc‘.

y . \ . ) e ooy R Y
. . . 2 i R s 75N AN i s ’ ,
’ 5 L5 Plan. e G TR S G
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: Resource Values

This section presents detailed information on the key resources
of the Morice Valley. Other resource values will be ldennﬁed
as and when n required.

Fisheries Resources

‘ The river supports four species of salmon, steelhead, trout,
Dolly Varden, char, and whitefish. High use spawning sites
occur throughout the enm'c\ river but are more concentrated in

g I S D 12 W the upper river (units 1 and 2).- ‘Tributaries and locattogs/vghe:g

these streams enter the Morice are of parhcular 1mportancc in -

this regard "The complexlty of the river channel between

Gosnell and Owen Creeks makes this area ideal juvenile fish

L e - i Each year, ﬁousands of anglers are’ atu'a ted to the Ske
B T s S e system from aroxmd the world to ﬁsh for sfeelhead M ’l‘hg
% ’ i ey L Rl 1 A 'Monce 1tselfsupports up toSOOO anglet days Reaches ne;r_ 4
S e Houston are heavily fished cfunng the peak of steelhead
B e .f‘ =  The \xpper Tiver is subjected to less. anglmg pmure but
R e \ prov1des a umque and valuable opportumty fér steelhegd

\“"

f imldcnt anglers wlll

| LR e _ : : ,notbemlncted. '

- - R fIntcragcncy plamung wal bc;egmrod‘to mmntam‘”tbc lugh

i oy WO T ; s .'natural va]ues of the Monce Rgver,but/the pf echve of
= R S mamta.mmg an unmodlﬁed 1andscapc expcnence may 1;0(
- B SN T e ‘alwaysbemet. MR N R //, xs‘, \’/

“ i o4 K P A oy e i SRR,
, . Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan ‘ {_';, & - A ‘7‘1 ;,_.‘-(“.h"’-'-?._"’ :~ .‘ s i3 :’ &



3 i Resource Values

The maintenance of the diverse and quality of angling
__ opportunities that currently exists on the Morice River is a_
¥ hlgh pnonty of the Flshenes Branch of the B.C. Envuonment.

- S 2

SEA A Wlldllfe Resources s L8 LA

3 e et The Morice River corridor offers a diverse mix of comferous

| By Bt R decxduous, wetland, riparian and upland habltats These -

: ~'\ ' 4 s : C B0 conditions result in'a corrcspondmg dxversxty‘ of w1ldhfe .

¥ A gl e el 2= species mcludmg grizzly and t black bear; moose, 1 mdle dect, FHEIoL
5-.;_" g4 g et R wolf, a vanety of furbearcrs small game and T numerous non——;_; o T

etk ot o gamebxrdsandmammals. - S

% spectdstl‘hls is on]y acluevablc h

P i s -;; g+ d;versxty of habitats. - Due to the m6_ _ <

o LF ‘Rz;f“"":dzo"‘ ; J‘“Ia; '7' 'i SnOwW._ conamons,”and growing_ site condfgg\;- Sl

~ v nt eam, + o : o A
3 prea pdiacess o 6 Hre uch as ihe Monce corridor take ona a wxldhfc ort: \_,_; 5

— 7| > or-wetland where rhere is an —~{ ) : {0
— | influence - of water on  the "x. ;greater‘ than a simplc measur&nf" the surfacc area woulf AU
- ..': .. k - ‘_»"-,/\vl‘ -- i 4:

vegetanon. - ,’/ R

Sp) Sty et e N e T TS = V\ i :
NN e i Sl ~In1ctm5‘ of ha“bltat, one of the key elementsXs-
R R T ’7-4 e Ly 'f b2

A —iﬂ‘,;:" ST offers*such a sxtuatlon W1th abundantqnp,

7 e TR e ey P o '~§\opporunuhwandthej}tract10nofﬁps\ﬂinﬂ1

a8 .'-"\,\‘_",.:)_~ B - e
e :; raeg i e ‘,_;‘".; ‘_\ 'Bears wxll move consxderab‘le 1s§a
Lo el T e R B T seasonhlfoodmomws, thus 1ﬂustrating—ﬂ1etv\q
T / e N
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Reshurce Vélues

Black bears are also found in the corridor, but are of less
specific managcmcnt concern. : - -

i -

The corridor is of special s1gmficance to moose “and

" secondarily mule deer. Although thc Morice watershed

is used for summer and fall range, wmtcnng capabﬂxty is
centered on the lower clevatlons of the corndor Radlo
telemetry studws in similar s1tuat10ns (ie. thc Nadma Rivct)
show md1v1dual moose w111 mxgratc as far as _100 kms to such




) | v _ o ; T i I : - ‘;~'— /.'— e -
T Resnurce Values
7 v Some species noted in the area that have greater sensitivity to
ol : SR e managcment mclude bald eagles, ] kwtrels and several cavity
" e Sgnei. alilagte 1 " nesting birds (owls woodpeckets ctc.). Thwcspeclesutlhze
et e aur i i npamnhabltatsandreqmrcperchmgand mﬁng oppoutumtxes e
) = ‘._‘ \-: % . ’ .i.‘. d ‘ hpmeﬂd ’;; ‘\ 2 4 . \; - 7 ‘

» : - : e Twofurbearerspecmofparhcularmanagementmtcmstmthe
S SR A genem]areaarelynxandmartcn. = e S T8 g

i \:,-,,._.\ x "’7»‘-& 5
7%

LA L ~3,

- Lo g ;ﬁf The general habxtat OchCth&S for the area should mcludc. fa ot
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g B e el sent T AT alem Mamtmmng the general dlvcrsxty of stand typ&s and age‘ e
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Resource Values

Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan

In terms of wildlife related tenures, the corridor includes parts
of two guide outfitter territories, and 10 registered traplines.

Recreation Resources

The planning area provides a very attractive collection of
recreation features and opportunities for a diverse range of
outdoor recreation activities. The recreation resource was
described in the Morice Corridor Recreation Resource
Inventory, 1987. The area has been heavily used by local
recreationalists for many years. In recent years an increasing
number of non-locals have been using the area. Some are
taken into the area by guide outfitters while others find their

* own way with the help of maps and brochures or w1th word of

mouth descriptions.

Morice Lake is a significant recreational feature. The Forest
Service recreation site is well used for camping and as an
access point for boaters using the lake and uppel; Morice River.
It is also an important viewpoint, providing a pénofamic view
of Nanika Mountain and surrounding landscapes ae;oss the -

- The Morice river attracts largc numbers of recreatlonal users.
Flshmg and boating, are the main actlvma ‘ The Forest
“Service maintains recreation sites at the mouth of Lamprey
Creek, at Owen Flats and at “Aspen” on the lower river. A
guide camp is located onft.iie banks of the upper river and the
Municipality of Houston op’erates‘ a campingi and boat launch
facility at Bymac Park on the lower river. Numerous cobble
beaches, rock formations, excellent water quahty, anghng
~opportunities, and attractive landscapw are features Whlch

attract recreational use.

17



Resource Values

N
Canoeing, kayaking and jet boating are popular activities on
the Morice River. With adequate water levels the entire length
" of the river is navigable for these watercraft. Access/egress
points are found at the recreation sites and at other locations -
where the river flows adjacent to roads.

The Morice River has a meandering drainage pattern of pools
and riffles with the cxcebtion of the Morice Canyon which is a
torrent. The elevahon drop from Morice Lake to the Bulkley _

- River is approximately 122 meters. Accordmg to the
International River Classification System the Morice rangw'
from grade I to III except for the canyon wlnch is grade IV in.... -

e % SR dlfﬁculty/uw watalevelsandlog,,m{ Fome -
i ,..f- <ol A _;;_’ T dlfﬁculhes il e 3

- y 1o 5 3 - S =
e 5 - - 55 R, ST . . e, e - »

-~ : : 3

l.and-cape Resource- .___: :

Landscape values are very unportant in the recrcatlorral

‘enjoyment of the Morice River area. Landscape “values for the

: corridor were “assessed in the Mortce River Landscape

Sl i ual Qual u‘y Objectwns Inventory and Analysis, 1986.._ leblilﬁcam_wgm

Sy (VQOs) Tl mappedandlandseapesensxtmhw weteasswsed.,!)lscussxons

> “ | -vQaos refer T0 tbe degree of | ~of landscape management gmdelmes and aPPmmte Visual /_ 5
" | acceptable alteration of the visual Quahty Objectws v QOs) have been an lmpoﬂant paft o} the *

landscapebyhuma"d‘-““’ b""f‘ ‘.:' glanmng process.. VQOs define the acccptablc Tevel of\\ S
PRI altcratxontonatural landscapwmaspeclﬁcdm ’»5.‘"'1-}’3 ey

= L ¥ - j’ O = i,

—_— . o b < -
- . S e

5 - -

Y Through most of the upper and lowct reachw of the nver, .
. _there are limited opportunities for large scale panoramxc vwws '. -"_ -
o v Vegetatlon along the river bank effectxvcly scteens adjacenf oy
TR T v - 7 middle and background slopes’ makmg them only partlyand
, = PR intermittently visible from the river. Such landscapes are
) he B - déscribed ‘as “enclosed.” Wlthm these landswpw there is

I
£2 . . TN e
o= : .

‘ i Enti R
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Resource Values

Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan

considerable variety in vegetation, beaches, rock forms and
water features. This gives the immediate river corridor a high
landscape value.

Between Fenton Creek and the Aspen recreation site, the
landscape has been heavily modified by the Swiss fire and
logging activities. Much of the original vegetation has been
killed and/or removed, right down to the river bank. Most of
this stretch of the river provides panoramic views of the hills

" and mountains in the middle and background. Vegetation is

rapidly regrowing along this section of the river and the
landscape will gradually become more enclosed.

The/ )mmédxate corndor/alting tlxe _gxer is the: dominant = i
- landscape feature for river users. Middle and background, ’

slopes have only a minor influence on river - related activities
due to distance, viewing duration and other viewing factors.

Timber Resources

Timber is an ;:xtremely important resource in the Houston
area. The forest industry is the major employer and main
source of economic activity throughout the region. The study
area itself contains approximately 49,000 hectares of
productive Crown forest land. The Morice River valley is well -
accessed and contains a large proportion’ of highly productive
low elevation and valley bottom land.. These factors make it
partlcularly valuablc rclatlve to the total tlmber productxon of -
the TSA. | o

In forest management plannlng, the land base is assessed for its

_capability and suitability for timber production. The total land

base and timber stock is reduced for physical, environmental

7
\ i
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Resource Values

B

Ipevised in 1991 by Ministry of
" Forests survey data for the Swiss Fire

sl -Non-CommmalTypw(bmsh.etc) 20457 > T e -
S5 “’*Envxronmentally SensmveAreas 420 \fif‘"' R

and economic constraints on timber production. Table 2 shows
these estimated reductions and the resulting “Net Productive

‘Landbase” for the Morice River planning area.

Table 2: Morice River Timber Net Downs (hectares) ' =

TOTAL AREA Sl 55997
- Non Forest Land (swamps, rock, ete) 6952 '

| - Roadways and Landings - - - 409 -
PRODUCTIVE FOREST LAND

- Non-Stocked Land (mainly Swiss Fire)1414!

-LoonlumeStands S ‘9'4'§A~_-_": g
g < Decxduous Stands g, =ty ~"421_l S
NETPRODUCTIVE LAND o TR 519{

Note: *Includes net downs for wildlife and tecreat:on and eoosystem
Teserve Tesources as deﬁned in the 1981 TSA analysns Sl

—
~Tn

= _The Morxce vaer study area contams 46 percentofthenet
¥ - producuve and in the entire" Monce Foreeti)lstnct. ﬂ'lfhe
= 35; 619 “hectare net area has a prodnctlve capacity of =0
approxxmately 90, 000 to 100, 000 cublc metct; per yeat With
b .mtenswe sxlwcultu:e, the productlve capacity- could;be_\_
] nnproved. The net area within the study boundary is 37% ..
*~ Good Slte 49% Medxum and 14% Poor Sxte This dlstnbunon
- ‘reflects the relanve abundance of hlgbly productlve land in the’

- Morice valley The study area is more productlve than the
district average, representing roughly five to six percent of the >

productwe capacity of the Morice Forwt D1§tnct.\>_‘{

Morice River Corridor ¢ Local Rosourcs Use Plan -



Resource Values

A total of 12.2 million cubic meters of timber are found in the
study area. The net down process deducts 1.2 million cubic
meters from Environmentally Sensitive Areas and 0.4 million
cubic meters from deciduous stands. Other minor deductions
bring the “net volume” down to 10.2 million cubic meters.
Pine stands contain 55% of this volume with 25% in balsam
stands and 20% in spruce stands.

The age of timber stands is quite important as older stands are
susceptible to damage from insects and other agents such as
fungi and wind. All three major timber species (pine, balsam,

_ spruce) in this area become susceptible to damage by bark
RS S R el Ld __V_;beetres at older angln addltlon, beetlc poptﬂag%ons‘cg&greed 7
R S PR bt A, :~. S R e older s which if Teft unlreated can thenmove/oiﬁzf' =
e affect adjacent areas. There continues to be-extensive beetle
populations in the study area. At this time, only minor beetle
populations have been detected in the lower valley. Diligent
monitoring and potentially rapid treatment will be required to
minimize the risk of serious beetle epidemics. Table 3 shows
the age class distribution of stands in the Morice valley'. -

Table 3.: Age Classes of Net Timber Stands

"Age — i " | Volume
CAlf:l' Range Ha Area % | (million [ % -
(Years) | : ~m¥ | >
1 1-20 _| 6006! s i e -
.2, 2140 81 | - -
3 - 41-60 459 1 )
4 . 61-80 1183 3 0.2 - SRR
5 81-100 967 3 | 03 2
-6 -101-120 5865 17 2.1. 21
7 121-140 9287 | 26 3.3 - 32
8 .- 141-250 9971 28 3.7 - 36
9 251+ 1802 5 0.6 6
TOTAL 35619 .| 100 10.2

IRevised in 1991 by Ministry of Forests Survey data for ihe Swiss Fire.
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Resource Values

Detailed timber data listed by Management Unit, and
Landscape Sensitivity Zone is available upon request.

Mineral Resources

The Morice River occurs within a regional geologic setting which
has high mineral potential. Three mines in the area: Equity Silver
Mines, Silver Queen (New Nadina) and Dome Mountain are or
have been producers. The Silver Queen occurs within the vicinity

' ofthcshxdyareaonthceastmdcowamLake Locallyt!mare

also two developed prospects with known reserves, the Poplar and

Lucky Ship. The Lucky Ship, a known mo_lybdcnum ‘deposit, is ‘
sxtuatedjmtsomh oftbcsmdyarca boundary

/ s

Fifteen mmetal occurrences, pmdommatcly of oopper silvet and

molybdemnn mineralization, are situated within the dwxgnated

area. These occurrences arcgcnemllyontheuppcrslop&softhe
mountains enclosing the Morice River valley. Their location most

tikely reﬂectschehmnauomtommalexpmuommposedbym ’
: ;cxtmtofglachOVabmdenwnﬂmmﬁlcvaﬂcybottomandnotﬂw
oo 'absemeofmmcmhzahonmﬂ:evalley R f;\ mE

\/ \ ks
sy M A

5 I

'I‘hcre is active prospectmg andmmetal explorauon in thc atea and

a]lﬂ)eoocmrcnoes south of the Monochetarehcldby vahd

| ‘mmetalclams Roadamtot}mcpropertwsmaybemary
 for property evaluation and would be needed if dcvclopment
“ results. ~Additionally, thc lever Queen mine is acewsed by the _

MonceRwetandOwenLakeForthawoemads Contmuance

: - ofth:sacw:smpcmhvenotonlyforﬂielevetth butalso
" asauansportahoncomdorforammberofothadeposﬂslomted

ﬁnﬂwrtothesomh = :‘i: i .

-

" Morice. Rivee Comidor ® Local Rosoures Uss Plan' "~

anqx‘e'east*s_ideofi,c et



Unit Specific Descriptions and Values

The planning area is divided into four management units based
on the current condition of the area and common management

' objectives. Figure 2 shows the four units.

Figure 2: MORICE RIVER DESCRIPTIVE UNITS

S ~ Note: Area is broken down into units for descriptive purposes B
L5 3 "~ only. ‘ '

L
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Unit Specific Descriptions and Values

Unit 1

]

! 5 1
U T
. D S e e T

= e ke }_{:’ .:?QT =

o e o -
3 b i,
= =t

i i

R

“Upper River”

.‘ val“e- : i » : - _ T :,",‘j. =

.- Thc landscapes along the upper nver are pnmaﬂly encfosed
by screening vegetatxon There are few panoratmc wews
The immediste river comdor prowdes a hngh quzi]ity and
largely natural landscape e : \ e

o ’I‘he natural sethng along the uppet nvet adds to the quahty

Morice Lake to Taglt Confluence

Description s :

Unit 1, the “Upper River Unit”, stretches from Morice Lake to :
the confluence of Taglt Creek. The unit is currently in a
largely natural condition and contains very high quality fish,
wildlife, landscape and recreation values. ' :

ST el - e

e Morice Lake and the lake side recreation site are important -
recreatxon features From the recreatlon site and v1c1mty, .

> /.--“_A.

1he avaﬂabllxty of s salmon in the
habttat types parhcu]arlyﬂieﬂ odpl A
motst forest sxtes that supply both cover and fomge (SBS

n}c/06 07, 08md 09 s1tes) B $ i‘:\’}f. _-f; 5 i *;__ - -
PR X o T RR Ry '
‘o Tlns “unit I'OOCIVCS heavy meby moose and deer Tlus‘nse

'\f’—‘

occurs mamly from sprmg through Iate fall ngh usevf“
the ﬂoodplam areas occurs in the spnng “Wwhen the cow o
moose select these areas to ngebxrth to thexr calves

.://‘!"

i'~the Gosnell Rlvcr in this umt are heavﬂy used spawnmg_/
:--areasforsalmonandsteelheadtron "_/_" S AT

N
/ g N g 3
B e v w3 e o &

T - " awt = d S S
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Unit Specific Descriptions and Values

e The side channels off the main river are particularly
important as rearing habitat for juvenile fish.

e This unit of the planning corridor is heavily used by the
commercial angling guide as well as non-guided anglers.

e Mountain Goats are found on Nanika Mountain and on the
rock outcrops along the Morice West road upstream of
Cedric Creek.

e There is a mineral occurrence on Nanika Mountain.

e This section of the planning area contains a large volume of
valuable accessible timber.

“la "o
fv m u\_'!/» "ié:a S ,','qu ik

Description

Unit 2, the “Lamprey Umt, stretches from the conﬂucnce of
Tagit Creek to the confluence of Fenton Creek. There has
been considerable timber harvesting, and the main access road
closely follows the south bank of the river through much of
this unit. | ,

—

=0y Valuel
° Thls section of the river provides a hlgh quahty fishing and
river recreation experiences.- Scenic values and the natural
'settmg have been unpacted by the adjacent road and
logging development. - P =
o . A large volume of accessible timber is contained within this
unit. ) ' |
o Five mineral occurrences are found in this unit on the south
side of the Morice River between Lamprey Creek and Owen
Creek. One additional occurrence is on the North side near

the river.

Morice‘ River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan 25



Unit Specific Descriptions and Values

e The Morice River in this unit receives high use by grizzly
bears. This is due to the availability of salmon in the late
summer and the diverse habitat types in this unit. Of
particular importance, is the floodplain, deciduous forest
types and moist forest sites (SBSdk/08, 09 and 10 - SBSme/
06, 07, 08 and 09 sites).

o Moose and Mule Deer winter range is found in this unit. It -
is concentrated along the river bottom, adjacent to the large
wetland systems and low shrub open steppe forest types
(SBSdk/04 sites). Maintaining forest cover adjacent to )
these areas is important. High use of the floodplain areas -

—  occurs in the spnng when cow:-moose glve buth to thelr,

N B S gt this section of this unit. Lamprcy Creek is an 1mportant:.
- ‘ S 1 el -salmonid spawning and rearmg area. ~ :;-3 & : f’-;\_\ o
g e This unit “of the planning corridor is heavﬂy used by non- =
5 gmdcd anglers and a commetcxal anglmg gmde T
- = ; ik ,\\. s P 357 2 - ”lf\:j‘:._ < 5.
Zovt SR lneleni T B



Unit Specific Descriptions and Values

Unit 3 “Swiss Fire”

Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan

Fenton Confluence to South
Boundary of the Aspen Recreation

Site

Description

Unit 3, the “Swiss Fire Unit”, stretches from the confluence of
Fenton Creek to the south boundary of the Aspen Recreation
Site (south of Houston-Tommy Creek). This unit has been

_ heavily modified by the Swiss Fire in 1983 and by subsequent

timber salvage and rehabilitation activities.

Values g ;

o The recreatxon, landscape, w1ld11fe and tlmber resources in -
this unit have been altered by the Swiss Fu'e and subsequent
salvage and rehabilitation operations.

e This section of the river is heavily used by anglets due to
excellent access to good fishing spots.__ - ,

e Some valuable timber remains within the unit. Restocked
forest lands are making a s1gmﬁcant contribution to long
term timber supplies.

* There is a mineral occurrence on Morice Mountain.
e Moose wmter range is found along the Morice Rlvet, Owen
~_Creek and Houston—Tommy Creek. ‘

~=

o Important spawning sm&s rearing areas s and over wmter
holding pools are found in this section of the Morice river.

e Owen Creek and the lower reach of Houston-Tommy 'Creek
_have high ﬁshenes value and afe used as a spawmng and
rearing streams by salmomds

. 'Mountain Goats are found on Monce Mountam. <~

o)
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Unit Specific Descriptions and Valués

Unit 4, “Lower River”

e Large tracts of valuable timer aré‘found ﬁt some dlstanee
Eih 2 ﬁ'om the river. -Areas adjacent to thenvet aredognnated by

a MooseandMuleDeerwmtetran :.»

T

;‘ﬁﬁ _lies adjaoent to the main nver, in thgaspen dommtéd

Aspen Recreation Site to
Confluence with Bulkley River

Description R
Unit 4, the “Lower River Unit”, st_re&ﬁhes from the south

~ boundary of the Aspen Recreation Site to the confluence of the

Morice River with the Bulkley River. Very high fish, wildlife
and recreation values are found m the valley bottom area’
adjacent to the river. SR Y - ;

Y

Values ' » -

declduousstands N S /

" o The sechon of tbe river in this unit ‘contains lngh quallty

L.

landscapevahm Thescemclandscapecasseenfromthe i j

g

~

nverarelargelymﬁct. Eheg Lyt

~ o~

° Tlns section of the river receives lhe lnghest recreauonal
_use by anglers ts and boaters, The Aspen Recreatlon S1te and
Bymac Park are located on the nver m tlns umt.

(SBSdeOl &. 97 srtw) slopes abovelglenver and ad_]acent\

“to the\low shrub open forest sites (SBSde04)n *Emsungr
forest cover adjacent to theee lu‘gh quahty w1ldlrfe habrtats &
rsunportant- R L O A '.~'~~~_. T

— _,»

—

4 ’ ) 'I‘heMonceRlvermthrssecuonrsbeavﬂyusedforreanng

- by ]uvernfe fish. Some spawmng areas and over wmtet
holding r-ols occur in this section of the nver also

‘f .

h D .= ¢l

b
BE LN g o

s B

Morice River Conidor/OLoal Resource Uss' Plan

S ? Vi '~‘4\__.'-‘mx

b\\. o erdhfe habltat enhancement has been camed out in thxs RS
3 umt o ] mcrease the amount and quahty of forage avallable ps
" to wintering ungulatcs R e A T 18



Unit Specific Descriptions and Values

e This section of the corridor receives heavy use by guided
and non-guided hunters. »

) - - ~.
v . . R ~a e s g2 o
i ol ST TR Sy e R S i
> . ""-—x’v" e = o e Siggitod ) zv " \—;‘. ke T 'ag B . s = —\72::
¥ o RV = RER> A - g $ 8 S 2
- CiNaal ~ : - i -
R o e 5 . A j
P
T R U S SO T o
= -
-- i S
Al
=
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Zone A—Management Guidelines

Iintroduction - General

Two zones have been identified within the planning area to
distinguish between distinct management sensitivity levels.
Zone A is a relatively narrow band encompassing the river
flood plain and the immediate upland slopes. Zone B contains
the remaining area outside of Zone A to the planning boundary.
Zone B is further broken down into two distinct sub-zones;
. _a special management areas and Integrated Resource .

i | e " " 'Management areas. It is important to ‘highlight the need for
flexibility in the specific location of these zones and sub-zones -
to allow for adjustments, as ground checked information -

S e e e bécomes aya_ilablenn;}asmanagementneeds han/ge" -

s ' Nl St The oonstmctlono theMonce-'l‘hauﬁTtoadxsbem condu
gty k ~in comphance thh conditions provuled{“by the Dlstnct St

e ‘ : -Manager. Once these LRUP gmdelms are apptoved they w111 ‘

: e e _ -become the gmdehnes for the completlon of thxs,xoad.

/ Harveetmg between the road and the Morice River will not ™
e : ‘takeplacemthmtheshortterm(ie 2 years). Tlnsmcasurexs
s - _ necessary. to allow the wildlife an opportumty to adjust lfefore 11
o) '-' . further modxﬁcanon to the local habltat occurs. . T

-~ > ¥ ) > T~ e

LR ~ s onne A- Euldellnel __~5";~;‘—;‘::;{f;1_ P '—;\:«'
) 5 R :_’A : . B — ,\/ o at®) % \7\ j"\ 0 \1 - - N
e PR

i '}Wnthxn thxs zone, nmber productlon is not a management
e ‘_.'ob_]ectlve In general management Acuwhes w111 not be

Forest Health REL SR /‘,__,_planned and natural processeq w111 not be mterferéd‘thh.‘

Maintenance of the healfh andwell Management activities mcludmg harvesung may be go(nsfdeted =

being of a forest ccosystem  through
_the planned and effective > for forest | health pnontles where pnmary rwoutce “values -

management of forest pests.- , (habltat, floodplam stablhty, water quahty) are not severely =

1mpaeted/ i . _'\’—; e e e
= —- R GO > i v \\v\ ~».‘
AP AR % . Sl T RIS e f *ed

- - ok - = %4 L -l 9 . - O

> ! i sy N B — AL

e S - A & ) . 7 T G \ y . S E e g X

- 18¢¢ "Floodplain Stability, Morice River, between Own Creek and Thautil River' study prepared. fof the B.C. f:orcst Service,
Houston. B.C. e a2y ‘ : ./ e ‘ i

——

‘Morice River Corridor * Local wam}Ute Plan



Zone A—Management Guidelines

FISH

Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan

This zone ranges from approximately 0.3 to 1.5 kilometers in
width. Fish, wildlife and recreation resources are extremely
valuable and important. Maintenance of these resource values
is the management priority in Zone A. The zone contains
some high value timber stands but there are serious physical
and environmental constraints to timber harvesting activities.

It is recognized that the ability to carry out development
activities within Zone A is very limited due to the high
sensitivity of the primary resource values. Any development
activity proposed within this zone will require a detailed
prescription for review and referral to all agencies before any

 approval will be considered. . " -

N

~

Dbjectlves:

The maintenance of water quality, important spawning and
rearing habitats is the key fisheries management objective.

Streamside buffers are critical to maintain streamside stability,

* natural geographic processes, litter and food mput and a source

of large orgamc debris.

~

- Maintenance of the natural hydrologlcal flows to mmntam

critical Juycnﬂc rearing habitat areas in side channels.

) Guldellner

Vegetatzd buffers will bg maintained adjacent to streamside
areas to prov1de streambank stability, nutrient input and a
source of large organic debris. Ground water flows critical to
fish rearing will be 1dcnt1ﬁed in subsequent years and amended

" to this document.
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Zone A—Management GuldE“l/‘IEl

WILDLIFE

RECREATION

32

Objectives:

- - The maintenance of productive high quality wildlife habitats
and canopy cover adjacent to these habitats is the key
management objective. This is of particular importance along
heavily used riparian areas. '

Gulidelines: i

Buffers will be maintained on all riparian areas (streams and
" wetlands). These buffers will be required to provide visual

cover as dictated by terrain breaks, timber type breaks and/or
_ windfirm boundaries.

3 ‘:~;~<'_,,r -
_— - 2= X -
- N =4l —
= s
. I N -
Dbjectlves. s il
- "L“.

The key objective for recreation management is to mamtam
the high quahty recreation expenence, mcluding natural e
" landscape values along the length of the Morice River and
_along the northeastern portion of Monoe Lake, w1thm the'

p]anmngboundanes Tt S SRlC Vs AT L e -"; -
, el L D T
P NI e e oL
Euldellnes. S el

. S

NQ new reereatlon s1tes, roaded ~recreatlon access or
commercxal recreatxon developments are to  be wtabhshed m :

TN Zous A T SN ARG oo et T
Gl Onenshng recreatlon sites, management acn‘;lheemmmnmn @
pubhc health, safety standards and clean atfractlve s1teﬁmd/
facxhtxeswxllcontmuc ‘ » i -\‘:f"f"?.”:. _/\* -:}1 ;
: e - s e TR >
Morice River Eomdor- Local Resctiroe-Use Pl _



Zone A—Management Guidelines

Any management activities within Zone A must conform to a
Retention Visual Quality Objective (VQO) as seen from the
river for important stream side fishing and other recreation
sites, as identified on the Overview Map (see Appendix II).

RANGE Objectives:

The key objective is to ensure that all range use is managed in
a manner that is compatible with the primary resource values.

Guidellnes:

All range tenures issued within the planning area will comply
¥ o - with the B.C. Ministry of Environment and B.C. Ministry of
s VA N " Forests, Procedures for Envzronmental Momtormg in Range

—and Wildlife Habitat Management, (1990)

‘ 7 Renewal of cxisting tenures will include this requirement. (See
B appendix VI). e |

. On creeks with smaller flows (in the 5 cubic feet per second
range) the grazing impact by domestic animals shall be low

impact use.

Natural tree végctation’ shall be preserved to protect the stream
domain and discourage animal use of stream banks.
~ Grazing animals will be encouraged to use low profile/
visibility watering areas. Salt placcmeﬁt must be used to reduce
grazing within vicinity of creeks and rivers. Recommend 100
~ m distance between licks and watering areas.”

Cattle must be managed away from areas 1dent1ﬁed as key
rccreauon areas (as per Appendix II). :

. Morice River Corridor ¢ Local Resource Use Plan . 33



Zone A—Management Guidelines

TIMBER Objectives:

Within Zone A, all areas are removed from the Worldng forest
land base. Timber production is not a management objective. :

* The key management objective is to maintain the fish, wildlife
and recreation values.

-~ Guldellnes:
Where forest management activities are proposed, treatments
" must not conflict with guidelines designed to maintain any of -
the three priority resource values. ‘
R ,,. g el vn Harthmg may becons1dered for high forwtjxealth pnonhes l!" '

ot = AR
wz; = :.{

i 5 w1th 'gmdehm to mamtam pnohty val
is cons1dcred,selechon systems removmg lss than 50% of the
volume will be considered first. - If this proves 1mpract1cal, A\f
patch retention, shelterwood or group selection blocks tO‘a
maximum 2.5 hectar&s may be apphed A maximum 25% of /1
any given 100 hectare area may be treated per 20 year penod ‘ :

—_—

SILVICULTURE % Lt ’Dbjectlves- i

i ' Within Zone A, s1lv1culture standards w111 be modxﬁed tq\ )
e - 7 recognize higher priority resource values’ for this area. Allx\~ e
2 e S B g i ""sﬂwcultmestratcpwmnbedwlgnedtommnmzclmpactand :
> A 5 mamtqm, protect and or enhance the ¢ other valuw within this

-

T : ¢ e ZDDC.' % ‘ s / i pc —_- S - :’:‘-.*","_‘ ’ 'i.

~ —.f\ - s
AT B e g 2

) ) Guldenne-. hn e e S ¢_,;-._j
 ~; S Modlﬁedsxlwculmrestandardsw1llbeapphedw1thmZoncA Bl i

No pwhclde* or fertilizers will be applied: Prscnbcd bummg
w111 not be apphcd for s1lv1cultural purposes i LG

} e
4 =
P

*Pheromone use may be considered where a specific forest Ihealtl':—management prescription is apprm_ved. .

B Morice River Cofridor ® Local Resource Usc™ Plan *
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Zone A—Management Guidelines

ROADS

PROTECTION

. Guldellnes: -

Objectives:

The key access management objective is to minimize access

development.

Guidelines:

Where possible no roads or landings will be built.

No new main (Class 1-5) ypads are to be constructed within

this zone.

All new access trails in this zone will be deactivated after use.
A deactivation plan will be prepared and approved prior to the
construction of any access. ‘Deactivation plans are to follow
the outline in the “Site Disturbance Guidelines'.” Where
access is required for management activities, special low
ground pressure equipment or winter access over snow will be
used to minimize the need for bladed access construction.

~

Dbjectlves.

Take fire control action necessary to control all wﬂdﬁres
before 10 a.m. the day following discovery.

- Minimize iiripact of wildfires and fire control action to

,-mamtamthcrwourceva]uuofthearea. §
" Harvesting or other management activities should be directed
_ 'towards enhancement of Forest Health.

7l

The Ministry of Forests will continue to take fast and complete
fire control action within this zone.

' Land Management Handbook "Developing Timber Harvesting Prescriptions to Minimize Site Degradation®

Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan
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Zone B—Management Guidelines

Light Hand on the Land
‘Managing the fire rather than all-
out control is the objective. A

. variety of suppression actions are

with the dual objective of fire
control and environmental
protection. Suppression of

wildfires while maintaining a high_

standard of caring for the land.

\c

ZDNE B EUIDELINES

\\ oy s -
: £ N

(v .)»"' -

—_

The use of Fire Retardant or foaming agents will be restricted
to areas that have no potential to drain into water courses.

The use of “Light Hand on the Land” fire control tactics will

be a priority in this zone. Heavy equipment will only be used
where absolutely necessary.

Forest Health activities will be conducted only where clear
strategies have been identified and form an integral part of an
approved Forest Health plan for the area as a whole.

~ =

In cases where Forest Health treatments have serious confh'ct

with the pnonty resources of thzs zone. thwe}treatmenta wxll ;a-

Zone B is the area remammg between Zonc A and the LRUP .

boundary. This zone contains s1gmﬁcant r&cource valuw '

identified using wildlife “habitat mapping, stream'
classification, landscape analysxs, and othcr sourccs (see ;
3 appendlces) 'Ihweareaswﬂ;eq\uére pecial man 'ement nd
harveshng‘ considerations that, in gcncﬁ wxll be m'fj:_
restnctnve as planmng moves -from “the LRUP ‘ooundilfy

g s

‘..
"5
~

towards Zone A. Zone Bis further dmded into the followmg 5 2

Mbﬁbekiﬁéouidor“ LoedRe-omcoiln‘ Plan

" two areas: Special Management : arcas (SMAS) and Intcgtated :

Rwomce ManagcmentAreas (IRMAs) et AN )
X = e TR
ko /‘"" -)_\ >ty g = _,"",‘- 5
- - v" 1 s .
: o
= e P
e B i S S g



Zone B—Management Guidelines

special Management Areas (SMA]:

FISH ([SMA]:

Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan

Include one or more of the following:

e High quality wildlife habitat including such areas as
wetland systems, small lakes, deciduous forest types,
riparian areas, dry southerly aspects, etc.

e Sensitive stream side habitat including such areas as
fishbearing streams and values such as water quality.

e Wildlife corridors and values such as areas linking points 1
and 2 above to Zone A.

e Identified sensitive viewscapes as per Appendix II (See
Overview Map).

o A Special Management Area includes the area within the

P sxgmﬁcant feature and a- sutroundm& buffer (1 e. wetland

system). These buffers are e“'ipected to vary in size
depending on the features level of importance- to the
primary resources. .

e Identification of Special Management Areas has been
completed on maps included in Appendix I. It is important
to realize that this exercise was completed primarily on the
strength of the polygon descriptions written on the forest
cover maps. Some of these areas will be tree specnal

gement areas and. som ,,Ygggy not. In {

bem'oreoutthere. 1;'déntiﬁed’?'\ “The. -
ﬁnal confirmation of Speclal Management Areas can only

‘be determined in the field. The maps ‘enclosed in this report

provide a sound basis to work from.

Objectives:

The maintenance of streamside vegetation, water quality,
important spawning and rearmg habitats is the key fisheries
management objective.

—

Guldellnes: U : : -

Development proposed near or about a watercourse will detail

\
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Zone B—Management Guidelines

a plan based on a collection of streamside information and will
consider the following: '

ke maintenance of streamside cover
¢ use of partial harvesting systems
e special falling techniques

¢ machine reserves

¢ buffers

_ For more detailed guidelines refer to the Tlmber Srlvrculture :
- ~ and Road Sections. '

WILDLIFE (SMA] DbjectIVES'
— ;. .-, ,,l - Ll /: e __ ~ To prote l ain and/ot enhanoeJ_he productlvxty‘ flugh
_ty,\l@; ; A !_'1 ~ o 2 s o SRR 245 w‘iﬁ.,u - X ; 5 % X_—« S e Ay H
SR ,--«f.'fd’!fe Corridors G L ity vl _glmbrtats To kéep mw*}e%%_ s (SMA%)2 el
| * Areas of connecting riparian eas, S e — < 21 o=
wetlands and forest stands thatare | - contmuous movement routes for wildlife lmkrnz SMAs Old

important for wildlife movement, Growth stands and npanan areas, from the nver to }ngher

| cover and habitat especially _
between summer and winter _elevatrons Bl e e 3
~ raﬂges. ) ; ¢ = 3 » i e o 7., " 2 i . ; ‘ 4 B \_":,_

=55 NG

=

Al
2

Mamtenance of canopy cover (for hxdmg, snow. mtetceptlon,

Old Growth - ¥ ~forage thermal protectron) adjacent to high quahty habitat _
Relatively old forests, in general ) ;
are a muumum of 120-200 years :

.27 ("old in this re S g
‘ Rix\{'b‘ e /.hi,,‘.,,;‘; TS ; 3

Euldelne-; 3

3 i ity B9 A8 i sl i, the event ofa catastrophlc event such as wrldﬁre long term L
: ¥ - plarmmg wrll have to be adjusted to reﬂect the nnpact ‘of the :

Integrated Resource— e & event o TR e il A

| Management Plan Concept |~ e - e = : ~ - "_f * C“A : ¥
The Integrated Resource yi
'Management Plan concept Each w1ld11fc corridor shall be trcated as a umque umt All
involves forest land planning over acnvmw within a glven unit, will be planned accordmg to a4 =
an entire area_ (landscape unit). 2 ; X R ol T
The process identifies and long term plan 7 A e B R ““ <
considers resource usesandvaluas , ) AN ;"; /\; = Sl e A
in combination with _timber | . S S
harvesting and incorporates them — No development will proceed in a wrldhfe corndor ‘unless | the

) _in an overall plan. e proposed blocks are developed in coruunchon witha long term

= -

Sid Morice River Corridor # Local Resource Use™ Plan

38



Zone B—Management Guidelines
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Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan

?6

plan for the unit. Harvesting must be conducted in a manner
that maintains, protects and/or enhances the objectives of the
identified resource values.

Windfirm boundaries are the highest priority.

Harvesting within wildlife corridors must address:

wildlife habitat needs, the Morice District Old Growth
Strategy, ecosystem characteristics and identified resource

values.

Clearcut sizes within any SMA will range from .5 ha to 10
ha with 10 ha the maximum size.

retentlon. Where clump retention patch&s are ﬁroﬁ)sed, the ~
area of clump retention areas should be of an acceptable
size (> .5 ha) and provide a diversity of tree sizes and
species.

Operational activities will retain 70% of the area ava11able
structurally and functionally, within the corridor. =

Clearcut systems are tied to the identified ‘green-up’
requirements and may only be used over a maximum of
- 30% of the area.

'.. _,rwx e ."’

lﬁamonal arcés greaterﬂian 36% may be harthed atany‘—' ‘
one time through utilizing appropnate partlal cut systems

=

Harvo;stmg next to clearcuts may only occur once gmen
_up’ on adjacent blocks reaches the required height as
defined by the identified habitat requirements for the unit
(i.e. hiding 5 m, thcrmal9m) ;

Where clump retention is utilized, the delay in harv&etmg
adjacent stands may be shortened. 2

All activities in the corridor will attempt to maintain forest
canopy cover to facilitate wildlife movement.

See Timber, Silviculture and Road Guidelines

39
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Zone B—Management Guidelines

RECREATION (SMA) Objectives:

Where suitable, high quality recreational potential, including
visual quality will be maintained or enhanced.

-

Euldellnel:

Any proposed recreational development and access, shall be
developed as per an approved District recreational plan (i.e.
s 2 PR _ hiking/walking trails). Recreational development within
3oy Special Manngernent Areas will not be encouraged except for - -
lakeside development. (See Appendix II).

Areas thh sensmve landscape coneerns_ should be lden i ‘ed

o e NER e alie-i - g — = '.-A'I":f?‘ T
s ;;’»/ﬁisn-e—:fj/-e-- agement A 3’:’“‘3% |

e Jmor to opemtlons‘ (See Appendlx H) «»\\ T L

- Dbjectlve-. 2t e j_ ) j: & “ ¥ b e
~The key objective is to ensure that all tange use is managed in '
a manner that is compatible with the primary resource values.-

Euldellnes- :

~

All range tenures issued w1thm the planmng atcawxll eomply
. ot i - with the BC. MxmstryofEnwronmentandBC Mlmstryof/
N e Tl it Fomts Procedures Jor Envzronmental Momtormg m Range ,
e n e and W'Idlzfe HabttatManagement, (1990) .‘ i 5w

e KL Renewal of existing tenures Mn.mcludeﬂﬁsmqmcméht (See ..
B 'appendix‘VII). y n T RN e

L . y . e P ; .
— ~ i B g, Y

- < On creeks with smaller flows (in the 5 cublc feet per second -
a : 3, range) the grazmg impact by domestic ammals shall be lsw
- ¢ N "unpact. ,4 B CRs BT ';7. ' R

AN

Morice llivetConidor o Local Resource Use Phn



Zone B—Management Guidelines

TIMBER (SMA)

Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use  Plan

Natural tree vegetation shall be preserved to protect the stream
domain and discourage animal use of stream banks.

Grazing animals will be encouraged to use low profile/
visibility watering areas. Salt placement must be reused to
reduce grazing within vicinity of creeks and rivers.
Recommend 100 m distance between licks and watering areas.

Cattle must be managed away from areas identified as key
recreation areas (as per Appendix II).

Ob jectlves. 7

The management objective in Speclal Management Areas will
be to maintain these areas in a produchve state for identified
resource values. Since Special Management areas can be small
it is difficult to manage them in isolation from the surrounding
forest land base which is mainly included in the Integrated
Resource Management Area. Forest tnanagement practices
(harvesting, silviculture and access) in these two areas will
need to be closely coordinated.

—~

-
Guidelines: : B NG
- - 4]

All harvesting within the buffer zone ofa Specxal Management
Area should be desxgned to maintain wmdﬁrm boundanes and

consider the following.

Provide for ﬁldﬁfe tree recruitment/retention and cover for

- wildlife where possible.

As a general guideline the buffer zone of a Special
Management Area will maintain a minimum 40 metres wide
with 70% of the buffer area’s characteristics retained
structurally and functionally.

41



Zone B?-Management Guidelines

SILVICULTURE (SMA)

Er—

Y protechon hixd mamtenance of ldentxﬁed mouwe values !
7 for this area - SN T P
: 0 mechamcal site preparahon, where reqmred, wﬂl,be the’

2 pnnmr;!sﬁepreparahonmethod L e T e T

4 e

No roads or landings within the minimum buffer width of 40
metres. ;

Maintenance of water quality will be a key priority.

Retention of deciduous (non-commercial) species.

Objectives:

To ensure that the silviculture strategy reflects/coordinates

with the proposed harvestmg strategy for this area.

r~ o TR
,—-—~: : f S AT

= YTo mamtam a ﬂ;@ble silv:culture strategy that protects

maintains the natural dlvcrsnty of ecosyste'm charactens'aes
conswtent with the resource values 1dent1ﬁed for ﬂ'us zone: |,

~

' --Guldeune--— e

Reduced stockmg standards and/or modxﬁed treatmcnt neglmes
may be constdered in this zone. The Managemcnt strategy
should con51der T S daliv Lo vl T

¢ no p&hade* or fertlhzas will be apphed in thls zone (same -

. asZoneA) : 4 .,_; , ¥

" ° Pmcribed burmng will not be apphed for sxlvxcultural %

,::..* Pheromone use may be con51dered where a speclﬁc forwt
health mana gement prescnptlon is approved

—

- Morice River Gorridor ¢ Local Resotirce Use Plan

-

purposes e i A

=



Zone B—Management Guidelines

ROADS (SMA]) Objectives:

Road development in this area will be restricted to maintain
and/or protect the resource values identified for this area.

Guldelines:

All road development will be on a ‘site specific’ basis and as
part of an approved IRM plan

Trail access will be temporary and will be deactivated

immediately after harvesting
oot i 4t o ,Therewxllbenospmroadsorlandmgslocatedmth:sarea B
—/ = ~\‘/,’ / ' "" 2 </ /‘. gl L ___\J -‘>\ s —,:
Site disturbance will be mmmnwd
Area disturbed shall be minimized
PROTECT IDl_\l (SMA) ObjJectives:

All harvesting and other management activities shall be
_ prioritized, directed towards maintaining and/ot protecting the
. g " resource values identified for this area. The. secondary
- = - objective will be to maintain forest health. 'An aggressive
‘monitoring program is crucial. Where serious conflicts exist
between objectives and forest health, management decisions

may reduce forest health treatments. o

Guidelines

Refer to Zone A guidelines -

Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan : . 43
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Zone B—Management Guidelines

Integrated Resource Management Areas (IRMA)

Integrated Resource Management Areas contain all the land
base outside Zone A not identified as Special Management
Areas above.

~

FISH (IRMA) Objectives:

The maintenance of fish habitat, water quality and productivity
are the key fisheries objectives for this area.

Guidelines:

Seasonal streams and ephemeral creeks outsxde Spec1a1
. enmreas “that pottant e
B - p $r# N L em ’%‘ TS ihjéayfim 9'i,
pil R s w1ll entxﬂ whenharvgggng i’ans
R S ol harvestmg operauons will be oonducted to mamtam water.

quality and stream bank stabxhty( ; - o
See Speclal Management Ams Zone B Gmdelmes ;
WILDLIFE IRMA) - Objectives: Ll e

—

To maintain or enhance where possxble the ptoductxwty of the
forested sites contained in the mtegrated resource management

~

i '"_’ ekt :'_'- < ﬁ; areasforthewﬂdhfe momcé&thatusethesehabxtats. o “J‘ E
e ATRe e Euldellnel- TATTRN e ~.' as
’ | e _ ~ Where possible, the retcnhon,of mature/xmmamre%mnps;: -
_ : _ i wﬂdhfe lreee and decxduous specxes w111 be a hlgh pnonty on =
RECREATION (IRMA) Objecl:lve-. | : * I / ‘f
: 4 _-Any ptoposed recreation development and access shall be
developed as per an approved Recreauon Plan (i e. boat lamch
sites, ATV trails, recxeatlon snes etc) : S i il

o
-~

44 ' ' . Morice River Corridor ¢ Local Resource Use Plan



Zone B;Management Guidelines

TIMBER (IRMA)

—

Morice River Corridor © Local Resource Use Plan

Any proposed development will require a Landscape Analysis
from key viewpoints as identified in Appendix II. The Visual
Quality Objectives will be established prior to Ministry of
Forests’ approval.

Within 500 M of Morice River the VQO will be partial

retention.

Objectives:

To integrate the utilization and management of the timber
resource with other resource values. All harvesting and road
dcvclopment will follow the Integrated Resource Management
(IRM)  Planning concept. This area constitutes the main
timber production zone within the planning area.

Euldellne--

Long Term (IRM) plans will be coordinated by the Mlmslry of
Forests. All block design will incorporate windfirm
boundaries as a first priority. The goal across this zone will be
to have a range of opening sizes from 5-60 hectares. - The
maximum size is 60 hectares.

Opemngs will be dcslgned so that dJstance from hldmg cover
~ will be minimized. Hiding cover will be retained within block
boundaries, where possible, depending on site preparatxon

~methods. The goal will be to maintain a maximum distance of

150-180 m to protective cover for wildlife, depending on
terrain conditions and suitability of cover.

Harvesting techniques will consider retention of immature/

~ mature coniferous clumps, deciduous trees, non-commercial

brush areas, treed swamp etc.
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Zone B—Management Guidelines

Seasonal streams and ephemeral creeks outside Special
Management Areas that pose a risk to important downstream
values will be identified when harvesting plans are prepared.
All harvesting operations will be conducted to maintain water
quality and stream bank stability.

All block design will incorporate windfirm boundaries as a

first priority. Where fringe blowdown salvage is proposed,
management decisions on a specific basis will cons1der
- maximizing blowdown removal . “
- minimizing blowdown area harvested ~
- minimizing site disturbance

S

St TR, SR creatlon of wmdﬁrm boundan&s (1 é. feathenng)
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Zone B—Management Euldelinés

SILVICULTURE (IRMA) Objectives:
Clear cutting will be the primary silviculture system. Where
possible structural diversity will be retained within proposed
blocks (i.e. snags, immature clumps, deciduous trees, treed
swamps, etc.)

Guidelines:

Broadcast burning will be prescribed only where necessary
[i.e. high elevation north slope areas, wet, deep organic soils,
brush sites, winter logging (high stump with steep slopes, areas

T

with thh erosion pohentlal)]
‘)/*\Y’$~ J“‘i‘ ot T R Declduous leadmg types w1ll not be oonveﬂed' o comfe:

* plantations in this zone. ~ -

Mechanical Site Preparation will be the primary site

preparation tool.

Non-commercial brush types within blocks should be retained
to provide wildlife cover and habitat diversity. ’I‘yp&c less than

4 ha will not be treated in this zone.
- The established guidelines for achieving free growing
- requirements may be modified to meet other resource value
objectives (i.e. allowing deciduous and herbaceous growth
such as willow and osier dogwood for wildlife forage and
cover). Where brushing and weeding is required for crop tree
establishment, prescribed treatments ‘will include manual and/

-

or herbicide where appropriate.

Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan ) 47



Zone B—Management Guidelines

ROADS (IRMA) Objectives:
Coordinated Access Road development will be identified through the IRM
Management Planning Planning Process and a long term Coordinated Access
A Local Resource Use Planning Management Plan. R

process which is designed to i i
incorporate ,at varying levels, - -

industrial and public forest access Euldellnel'
requirements on existing and
planned access roads All non-active roads will be inspected by the Ministry of
i Forests to ensure adequate drainage and erosion concerns are -
% addressed. ¥ | e

All roads w1ll be mamtamed by thc user for the term of theu'

No new main haul roads are anhcxpatod thhm Zonc B (exccpt
— Houston-Tommy FSR and Chisholm FSR) ‘Where mam roads
are proposed, anacccssstudywﬂlbereqmred. P g

Branch roads must be identified through an IRM Plan procws
Branch roads will be kept to a minimum length and w1ll be
located and desngned to minimize total dxsturbanoe. RIS

o b P R R
s, z :v' - NS
e n ‘-.y‘ ,/‘\ > 2 J\

= T IR - . All road nght-of-ways wxll contmue to Be grass seeded
L F £ throughouttlnszone., Cow T Bl * _ ”

s e
- s A~ E ~
< ki 2 T R

S . P =i

&1 s s % B ; s Wherenecwsaryroadsanddltchwmproxnmtytocreeksmif
. ; begravelledornprappedtoreducceroslon. gJ_f'; ,,

— ',_1‘, - K ’,.

et et AT new branch roads spur roads and landmgs thhm 500 m of
o ' _ Zone ‘A’ will be deactlvated upon oompletlon of plantmg
= " This deactivation of ‘new” roads means prevenhon of heavy
: _veh1c1e access (i.e.4 x 4,2 x 4) and w111 consx_d,et_ the followmg’_ :

measures: : A T

Morice River Corridor ¢ Local Resource Use Plan'~



Zone B—Management Guidelines

The ER S managemcnt decisions will recognize mcrcasmg mlramts as

¢ log obstructions, rocks, gates, etc.

e culverts and bridges removed to allow ummpedcd flow
surface waters

e cross ditching and water bars as required
e grass seed/deciduous shoot planting

PROTECTION (IRMA) Objectives:
The strategy for this area is early detection and immediate
action to minimize the risk to Forest Health. ~Forest Health

‘ } RO actﬁ‘ﬂes move towardstheﬂ?&’ = “‘gf M ”r _' Mr

Increased emphasis will be givcn to using a “light hand on the
land” approach to all fire control activities within the afea.

Gulidellnes:

Harvesting of the timber resource will be guided by the
following criteria listed in descending order of priority:

. inf&sied timber types - -

¢ uninfested timber types classed as high hazard/nsk to
infestation

o remammg umbertypw

The strategy for this area is early dctectlon and nnmedmte
action to minimize chances for a forest pest outbreak.

Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan ’ 49



Implementation

Implementation:

The planning committee recognizes the need to implement
these management guidelines as quicklyl and efficiently as
possible. It is also necessary to provide the general public an
opportunity to review and comment on the guidelines prior to
them being approved by the Morice Forest District Manager.

These steps will be followed to complete the mpiementahon '

strategy : e
STEPl June 16, 1992 | % ’ i
throughapubhc rewewprocas ‘ e .
STEP 2: July 15,1992 L e

 Public Information Process: Advemse and conduct a pubhc
meeting prov1dmg the committee an opportunity to prqsent the -
guidelines to the general public and collect feedback." i

\

STEP 3: August 10,1992 e
Final version of the LRUP Gmdelmw presented to the Monce
Forest District Manager for approval. Rl =
_ STEP4: August 15,1992 S e R ‘.;é'-;‘ .
Approved LRUP Gmdelmes e "Q
STERS: - ¢ e e R
i Gmdehnes comphed w1th in all levels of Forect Ma.nagement

X St e
\ . 3
-~ = . \ t—
- 2 =__. :
o . 5 > 3= 30 . Y
¥\’:V._ A~ x__.\\_\ﬂ
_ s - N T
. S e
— = N N T
= - AR



Implementation

Morice River Corridor ¢ Local Resource Use  Plan

Exceptions:

Operations or strategies which are exceptions to these
guidelines will require the approval of the District Manager.
All exceptions must be supported by a clear rationale that
clarifies the need for a variance. Where these variances are
significant, a referral of the issue to the Morice River LRUP
Committee Members will be conducted prior to action taken.

Other Actlvities:

Commercial or private developmcnt plans that fall outside the
realm of these management gmdelmes will continue to be a

~_concemn fo the primary re Tresource {values ‘of the area. This
K et pmwdelaﬁga{élm:he ghid ff* , jﬁ""ﬁs s Tl
B implement forest management activities in a manner that

_ensures the integration, conservation and consideration of all

other resource values. This document is not expected to cover
those activities ‘outside’ the mandate of the Ministry of
Forests, but it will provide a basis to gﬁide those outside
activities (where considered) during the planning phase.

All agencies granting authority to conduct operations within
the planning area on Crown Land are required to conduct a
referral process. This process remains an integral part of the

_ system and the Ministry of Forests mput on the referral process
~ will reflect the principles emcrscd_ within these guidelines.

This referral process will help address the need to provide .
direction to all development regardless of its nature. This step

is necessary to ensure development is conducted in a manner

that is consistent with the manhgement objectives of the

Morice LRUP and fully recognizes the unique values and

sensitivity of the area.
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Monitoring

Monlitoring:

The Ministry of Forests maintains the primary responsibility
for monitoring the effectiveness and compliance of the
guidelines once approved and implemented.

It is recognized that approved Integrated Resource Managment
Plans and Coordinated Access Management Plan are initiatives
that will require additional time to complete. In the interim,
development will be conducted in a manner which conforms
to those objectives and guidelin&s.ﬂ '

Comphance momtonng mcludmg Preharveit Sﬂwcul ure = o

- audits wfnch are performed across the T.S.A. on a regular
_ basis will be conducted within the planmng area to ensure
strict comphance with the guidelines. - Peiit RS

— The Monéé, LRUP committee will reconvenc‘approximatcly

- 12 months after approval of the guidelines to conduct a
technical review of these guidelines. The Tcrms of Referenee
for tlns rev1ew wxll be as  follows: ' : ~

P

- e Evaluatc compliance w1th gmdehnes

K Asswsxfgmdchnwareopcrahomllyprachcal Al

¢ Achievement 0 of Land Man@gcmcnt Objectwi P
e "o Provide recommendatlons toDlstnct Managcr for rewsxons
= ) i tothegmdclmw - T L g

Al & Detcrmme stratcgy for future oormmttee mvolvcmcnt 1f

i — ncowsary 8 N d Pt o ,TT
e .— g ’,:'j, _® > 5K

- BN 2 . 8 , et g SR

L

e . = - 58 = ._/_'.
Morice River Corridor © Local Resource Use Plan



Monitoring

Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan

Revisions to these guidelines may occur to reflect changes in
public values, improved scientific or technical knowledge and
forest management practices. All revisions will be referred to
members of the LRUP committee prior to implementation.

Continuous public involvement will remain an integral part of

‘the monitoring strategy through existing Five Year

Development Plan public meetings and the PHSP
advertisement process. All members of the public are invited
to visit the Morice Forest District or Licensee offices to
provide their concerns at any time. The Ministry of Forests

~ will maintain a file of all pubhc correspondcnce Wthh w1ll be

used 2 as reference material durmg the tecﬁmcal rewew prQews ‘
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Appendices

I Habitat Maps (1:20,000)

II. Overview Map (1:50,000)
IMI. Zone B Buffer

IV. Wildlife Corridor

V. Wildlife Corridor ‘Greenup’

VI. Excerpt from B.C. Ministry of Environment and B.C.
Ministry of Forests, Environmental Monitoring in Range

2 - e o

i : i, o andW'ldlzeHabztatManagement,’(I990),\,4"' A 7,

Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan—Appendices ) : X 1
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Appendix Il

Zone B Buffer

Morice River Corridor ¢ Local Resource Use Plan—Appendices
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Appendix IV

wildlife Corridor

A — LRUP BOUNDARY

5-10ha MAXMM SZE FOR CLEARCUTS LW

.".'q'.’;".
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Appendix V

Wildlife Corridor Greenup

\ - 13

\ CLEARCUT 7

/

/

/

» LRUP BOUNDARY
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Appendix Vi

Morice River Corridor Guidelines for
Range Use

A. Guidelines for livestock grazing on high value ungulate
range/habitat: specifically Class 1, 2 & 3 moose winter

range and Class 3 & 4 deer winter range.

1. Forage Utilization - moderate use

Maximum forage utilization of key mdlcator specxes as

follows: s 1
- 10 cm (4") bunchgrass forage species - 8 cm (3”) sodgrass
forage species '
) Utilization range approxxmately 36—65% Plants  appear
o rather nmformly grazed 15-25% of number of currentl'

leafage of key forage species remain intact. No more than
10% of the number of low-value forage plants are used

Key forage species: Bunchgrasses: Elymus glaucue,_ﬂeum .
pretense, Bromus yulgaris, Festuca saximontana, Dactylis
glomerata; Sodgrasses: Agrostis scabra, Poa pratensis.

-

2. Browse Utilization: ~

i) below 1.5 metre browseline - llght use of key browse
species. - Where 16-35% of current years growth appear
cropped/browsed 65-84% of avaﬂable leader growth of key

plantsremammtact. e = YK,

u) above 1.5 metre browselmc - shght use_ of key browse

-~
\A.—

.. species. L Mol TR
Note: livestock grazmg above this browselme is not
expected. - T

- Where 1-15% of leader growth exhlblts use; httle
- disturbance. Plants have appearance of very shght use.

Morice River Corridor  Local Resource Use Plan—Appendices
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Appendix Vi

Key plants: Amelanchier alnifolia, Salix spp.; Cornus

stolonifera.

Such forage/browse criteria are measurable using the
habitat monitoring system and procedures with random plot

selection.

Reference: B.C. Ministry of Environment and B.C.
Ministry of Forests, Procedures for Environmental
Monitoring in Range and Wildlife Habitat Maméement,
(1990). Rt

Morice River Corridor ® Local Resource Use Plan—Appendices
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