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. Annual Report for 1975
%my ' For the Terrace-Lakelse,Sub-District,Terrace B.C,
Indian Food Fishery - '\\g

4 number of changes in the administration of the Indian Food
Fishery that were implemented in I974 were continued in 1975,
namely;

Permits were issued to Band Councils,rather than individuals,

as in the past.These Band Permits authorized nmemhers of the

sand to fish on the historical fishing grounds of that particular gaé’
band..n Indian wanting to fish in am area not covered by the

pernit held by his band council,was recuired to obtain an

individnal perait.

As in I974,all retsrictions(Fishing times,method,place,amonnt
of gear) were arrived at by consulting with the Rand Councils,
Tae following is a resume of the arrangements with the various

bands in this Sub-District concerning their food {ishery.

¥Yalum Fand

i permit was issued ti this Band covering the Skeena River from

Terrace downstream to the tidal boundry. Band mambers were 7
auvthorized to fish from A:00 P.}M. Friday till 5:00 P.ii. Tu~sday. ’
‘on “and members were authorized to fish from 4:00 P.M. Tuesday

£ill 5:00 F.li. Friday.

Kitselas Band

a rermit was issued to this Band covering the Skeena River from
Terrace upstream to Legate Creek.Fishing times for both Band i
liembers and NHon Band kiembers were the saqnn as for the ¥alum Sand,
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Kitwanca Band

This Band was issued a permit covering the Skeena River from Lepate
Creek to indimaul Creek.BRand members were authorized to fish 7 davs
per week. Hon-bvand members were restricted to 4 days ver week, A4:00 fg
P.ii. Sunday till 5:00 P.M, Thursday.

Fitseruecla Band

This Band was issued a permit covering the Skeena River from
. s
indimaul Creek upstream to Burdick Creek. Fishing was nermitted &

7 days per week.

tiazelton-Glen Vowel

These vands were issued permits covering the Skeena River Trom
Burdick Creek upstream to the Babine River. fishing was permitted
7 days per week,

Hacwileget Band

This band was issued a permit covering the 3Bullkley River and the
Skeena River upstream from Burdick Cresk. Fishing was peraitted
7 days per week, '

Fispiox Band

In 1974 the Council for this band refused to take a permit on the
grounds they would not accept territorial restrictions where
domestic fishing was concerned.Conssquently permits were issued to
individuals.

In 1975 the Kisplox Band Council accepted a permit covering the
Ckeena River from Burdick Creesk upstream to the BRabine River.'The «
permit authorized a 7 day per week fishery,

The following is the only restriction placed on the Food Fishery
by Public Notice {Section 4B,B3.C. Regs) during I975.

cffective 6:00 P.M. iugust Ist until 6:00 P.M. August 24th net
fishing was restricted to the weekly period,5:00 P.M., Friday till
5:00 P.M. Tuesday.
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Thi closure vas requested by the Valum and Kltse]as Gand Councwls. gé

are not normally utilized by the local Indians for domestic e

purposes,

Tie following.is a resume of the catch figures for the Terrace-Lakelse
Sub-District for the period I97I-75,

Year Sockeye Cohoe  Pinks Chums _ Springs  Steelhead
1971 42,550 L, 450 11,200 200 2,2A0 250

1972 19,175 1,050 4,900 40O 900 725
1975 35,000 1,I00 4,000 300 I,500 600
1974 40,000 1,500 2,500 300 1,500 1,000
1975 50,000 4,500 5,000 400 2,500 I,000

In I975 permits were issued to % Bands.In addition permits were
issued 74 individuals(iion-Rand Members). 4ll permits issued to
individuals were for the Terrace irca.Durine the past two or thres

AT =Y

years there has been a considerable increase in the number of Indians
who have moved in from other areas,applving for permits to take
salmon on the Skeena River,

The changes in the adminstration of the Indian Food Fishery,
implemented over the past two years, have resulted in an improvement
in relations between the Fisheries Service and the Skeena River ‘
Indians. To date thz1': tzs not been any serious complaints concarning
this matter. During the past year at least one meeting was held with
aach band to discuss tneir food fishery, and related provlems.
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Spavming Sumnary 2 2 1 6
Sockeye

The tot-L 2stiusted escajpewernt of this peciﬁ .10 . the
tr1nnLar1es of tue lower Skzena of apovrozimavaly 3,000 was
down 500 Trom a hiain vrood year re tuxu of 15,000 to 12,000
SDaWnears.

The recurn of all sockeye producing tributaries o+ the
lower okeena wWas :welow the main cycle yeoar.

Tne recurn of sockeye to all proour'a.nb soream show a
steady decline despite the late cpening of the commercial
net {ishery on tne bkeena mstuary. [ ost Sockeye bound for
these streains pass turough tue essuary orior to the conm-
:nercial fishery.

Cono

Trie total escapenent of this speciesto the tributar-
iegs of the lower Skeena is an estiimated 20,000 vo 25,200,
This is down approximately 535 from the uroou yuar cvcle
of 53,00 to 5), UUC. Heturns to cne 3itnadoix, Kasiks,
Yaluwn, «nd Axtow nivers were Coniparavle to the vrood vear
escapements. o marked decline was observed in the Lak-
else river, Couper aiver, Fispiox Hiver, and Kitwanga itiver.

teavy sport fisuilug pressure on the unakelse River
could oe a contrivuting ractor to the dicline on this svs-
tea.

rinks
The total escapsment of this spacies to the trivutar-

of the lower i#ain Stem Skeend was well aovve the ex-
scted returi.

oI =l
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The follouwing is a resune of tne escapenent to tue
main £ink producing strzams of the lower Sku:ena:
pakeice niver 750,000 Kitw.nga hiver 200,000
Kispiox Eiver 200,000 wsain & Stream tkeena <0U,000
Jthers 11,000

nums

The SLannpnt of this speciesto tne lower iain Sten
SKeena and the trubutdaries of the lower Skeena is an est-
imetea 4,000 Spawners, approximately the same as the wmain
cycle return of 4-5,000 fisii.
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Springs.

The estimaced escapement of this speciesto tne tribu-
taries of the lower Skeena and tne lower Main Steém Skeena
was slightly higher, 11,000 - 12,000 fish, approximatly 1GCh
more tihan the sain cycle return of 10,000 - 21,000,

Tne following is a resune of the cscapzment to the ma-
jor spring proaucing tributaeries of the lower Lke=zna:

Eispiox 2,500 Kalwa 6,300 .
Lakclse 500 main Stazn Ekeena 1,000
vthers 2,000

Trie catch per unit of effort in .oth the Indian food
“isuery and Sports Iishery during augucst indicated a good
recurn of tals speciesto tue upper section of tne Skeena
River system.

Tne angling success in the lower Skeena tributaries
during Jctouwer «i:d Novemver indiczatad above uverage cat-
Chus. Wat:r levels during this tine remained rﬂasonaoly
stavle wichn was a contributing factor. Suorts fishing
.r*c-ure 1or this sg¢01°s 3N0WS a stquy increasez annually,

pacially on tiiz Copp.r and Lakelse hiiver systens.

-4
Ge.e "2 lly Tavor..iole water levels ..d weatner conditions
prevailed from tue start of the spawning se.son in late aug-
ust to .arcn 1$76.

Wacer levels in all triovutaries and :iain Stem Skeczna

reamainad stable with very litile fiuctuation indicating
zocd se=ding of tne spawning beds with very little loss
due to receeding water lavels,

Favoraole weather conditiore taroughout the winter and

s ring, and an zdecuate snow cov»r should reflect a gOOu
fry crop in the spring oi 19
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. Snowiall Precivitation Temperatuare
L S ‘ [ . Hizh Low rlean
January o7.0 - . 6.93 . 4l 0 =1i 23.4

rebruary 41.3 4 6.00 4L -8 20.5
ilarch co5 1.45 i6 17 32.5
april 4.1 1.2 63 26 40.8
Hay 2.50 79 30 4.9

Jun= i.G2 20 41 54

C

July 2.67 30.0 5.6 15.6
6

august 2.23 28.3 5.2 13.

Septeinber 60.G mm,. 20,2 3.2 12.7

JCLO.2T .8 mm.. 141.9 pm. .. 17.7 -2.7 5.4

Hovender 7.1 wm.. 2.8.2 nm.. 5.9 -14.6 --1.1

Docaemuer ¢7.0 am.. 170.9 mm.. C8.G S12up= o -L.5
.
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znforceacnt
During 1975 a total of 23 prosecutions werc carried

out for violation o1 the british Solwibiu Fishery Regula-
tions &nd KFishery act. These actions resulted in 23 con-
victions,.

A totul of $2040. in finsg were lavied Ly the court
for the offznces listed zvove. In adiition the following
itens were consiscauted Uy the courts: 30 pieces of salmon,
1 gill net.

30 iry szlvage carried out in tne Terrace - Lakelse
.Sub-district in 1975. ,

nerring

wot agsplizzuls in this dbua-dictrict.

savironmant - suitiple vwater Use

The following is 4 resua: of bie various industries

and f1n=n activities in chis fuv-aistrict, outliuing their
r<i.tionsnip to wxt2r resours=:3 and pollution:
wzgine .nd Lwavering

Poilution attricuting to trils industry is not a
szrious problen in tnis Suu-district.
in 1972, -73 logging raferrals were handled tirougn
tnls Luc-district. Due to incereaszed liasson wve-
twezn logging coiibany's and the various zovern-
icental agencies, many environmentzl pirotlens worc
averted vefore logging activities comnenc=a. In
potential proole.t areas an inter - resourc? inspec-
tion was s2t up on a cost sharing b.sis and each
ageincy ned an opportunity to make recoasie:daticns to
tne proulen.
aZriculture and Rancaning

Far.aing and ranching in the Skeena Valley is liait-




ed to a small aaount of arable land suit.ble for
these purposes. Tnese activiti=s are confined ©o
the Xalum-and Eispiox Valleys and the Skeena Val-
12y vetween Terrace and Hazelton. Farwing is con-
fined mainly to r=zising fodder crops for cattle and
do2s not require irrigsation.

Water Licences

During 1975 one wat=sr licence was procegsed for dom-
e:sgic purposes.
vostructions and Stiean Civarsions

B2avelr Qaas are a recurring provlem in the Suu-ais-
trict. wost of these problews occure in the Kis-
piox Valley and occasionally on the tributaries of
the Gitnadiox, Kalun and Lakelse Rivers. Coho and
to a smaller aextent sockeye are affected by these
dams.

Predators

S2a -ions

G0t anplicarle to tiie Sun-district.

2air scales enter tue Skezna Hiver Zstuary in may and June
to hzve th2ir pups. wWhiie on occasions, strays 7o as far iniand
=S DBavline oake. Large concentrations are s2ldom se:n uvstrean
iroim the FKnyex niver. While it is impossible to accurutely est-
imate the extent of predation on tne Skeena hRiver salmoa it is
no aouut considzratle. a st.ady increase in the seal population

is noticavie which no doubt will coapound tne situation.

bears (Grizaly and slack)

although the slack 3ear population secns to be on the in-

crease in the Sub-district there is no evidence to show that

eituer or uhecye speciszss are & problem in this areu.
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Grayfish
ot appiicatle to this area,

- '3

Killer Whales

tiot applicavle to tuis area.

Mercansers

The merz.nser population seems to be increasing in the
area. irge concentrations are obsarved on the Lzkelse River
during the late fall and early spring. «“hile it is impossitle >
to «ccur-tly estin.te the e.tent of gredaticn, it is no doubt
consiucr.vle to ooth ezygs and fry.

e
C
3

wdininisorac

Fishepy officers - sorris sogu«rt - perimanent duty in
ouv-district
eter wolosayn - Transferrea to Tsrracs
Ior peritaneit ausy as & Jishery Jilicer.
APGiung
3. bolton - July Z ©o Sept. 5
li. Segelken - July o ©o aug. 30
a. Barr - July 2 to aug. 30
D. iiol.ands - may 5 to Sept. 6

o D. Machonald - July 6 ©o S=pt. 13

J. nipp - July 2 to Nov. 15
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Equinment

Vehicies
Two vehicles are on assignmznt in tne Terrace - Lakelsc
Sub-district:
= 1970 4 x 4 International travealal
- 1974 Dodge vun
ylacement has veen reguested for the 1970 4 = 4 Inter-

'l
I
national as thnis vehicle is zlmost unusable.

Boats
In adaition to the 12 foot Valco, a 14 foot Smokorcruaflt
.nd trailer is occasionally uszd for patrois and 2ascapement

counts.

[12C0TS
-3 to date our inventory of outboard motors arce as follows:

a
- one -5 H.PF. Joanson

~ one 95 r.bP. dercury
- one 27 hi.r. aercury

Sport Fishing

Springs
During the 1975 secason approximately 1000 adult sorings

end 150J jack springs wer: tuken vty anglers rrom the jain

Steoin okeenu and it's tri:utaries, vetwezn Kwinitsa and Kispiox.

JI tuis total approximately 150 springs were taken in the april-

.ay run of sprin_s to tuc Kitsumkalum Rivar - kad Lake waters.
ne uscrease in april - May was due to excremely unfavour-

able water conditions (high - turbid), while the weter condi-

tions during June, July, and early august were conducive to pro-

ductive fishing in the hain Stem Skeena and its tributaries.
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favourable water conditions coupled with a particularly
(. - nign fi*hing pressure by voth residents aqd non-residents at-

tributed to an above normJl catch. ‘ . .

Conoe
The majority of the angling wzs conCuntracved around thne
Lakelse, Zyavetz (Copper), Titnadoix Riv:rs and to so.qe extent
the Kesiks and Zyaogotiz (Zimacord) Rivers.
~vproximately 2000 cohoe weres takea frowm the kain Stem
bkeena anad it's tribvutariszs between Kwinitsa and Kispiox. an
estiaated U0 ol the totul Leing taken {ro. the wakelse fiver

witih th: Gitnadoix nearly as vroductive.

)

Goud catches of coeelinead wersz reported [1'om the Lyascta

(Covper), Hitsuak .lwi, od Lakelse nivers,




