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annual Narrative, Babine-liorice, 1O7k%

1, General bescriotion Of Sub- D1 trict

The Bablno—bo“lce is a large sub-district situated in the interior
of District 7 8, B.C. To the North and fast, approximately twc hundred
miles inland from the coast of British Colvmbla. Situated apnroximatzly
between, just above the fifty seventh degrese Horth latitude and just
above the Tifty four derree Yorth 1at1tLde and betwwen one hundrsd
twenty six degrees end one hundred twenty deu recs West longitude. The
sub-district coworlscs aporoximately twenty five thousand <'quaxre niles,

The town of Smithers lies centrally in the sub-district a small rerote
village of aporoximately fobty two hundred peoole., “he main industries
being, lorzing and lumbering, mining, and tourism during the summer,

Babine dbaks, situated in the Bastern portion of the sub-district
is the larzest fr-kh water lake in the Province of 2.C., apnroximately
one hundred and te n miles in lenshtht with un average width of anprox-
imately two miles. *he lake lies in a South-Bast North-west direction.
morice lake lying to the Souti ahd West is the secend larsest lake in

a

Houston situsted forty miles uouth of Smithers is the scconad
larzest town in the sub-district, Yther v*1]a~c and towns namelyv:

'O“1°y, Tranisle, “lkwa, and smaller place such as Forestdale, Yoonley
“snding, Pendleton Bay, wuick and outlv1n" Jarmprs makinz up a wnite

nopalaticn of approximately 13,000 Deovlﬂ for the sub-district., Indian

nopulation, bands at 1o*1cbtown, Fort Babine, Tonley Landinz is rsiven

st 1,500 neople.

The Canadian National failwey serves the sub-district with the
rain 1line throuch to Prince Rupsrt. P.W.A. serves the aresa with dcheduu-
led air service, T.P.,a. with charter and schedualed air qerv1co,
Okzno-an iielicopters Ltd, with caarter flizhts and Coachways Bus Lines
suppnly bus service to the area.

The sub-district has some 2800 miles of rivers and streams, which
consist of the Skeena river drainage above the Kispiox river and the
Eulkley drainage above the Suskwa river, and includes the upper nortion
of the Copper river.

Within the sub-district there ars sixty six Spawning streans, the
riajor on=s beins the Babine river, upper Skecna and the Morice river,
‘The Babine river, Babine lake and tributaries provide ninety narcent
of the sockeye spawning ground of the Skeena river system,

(1) Commercial Fisheries - Nil.

(2) Svort Ficheries (Tidal waters) - Nil,
Sport Fisneries (lion-tidal waters) (dApproximate figures)
a. Provincial sngling Licences sold in the sub-district,
Canadian Non-uan(v1nor) NHon-Can Non-Can short term  Totul

1973-= 3300 14O 530 1,00 . 1130
1972- 3004 128 538 361 322¢
1971- 2168 159 570 332 11031
1070~ 2379 1kl £53 339 4 3L.29
1069- 2201 130 509 Lo7 - 337
1963 1946 253 103 236 2°3
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Cohoe
1973- 1390
1972- 1541 =
1671- MNR
1670~ 1830
1669~ 350
1968~ 1597

Snrincs

A10
900

782

L75
800

Jack Soring

-

430
L70
851
525
1307

115

12

Steelhzad

0
£0

1038

3
1l

00
57
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The 1973 non-tidal sport fishery was unfavorable dve to hizh water
At Horicetown hirh water orevalled

from sprinz uUntil mid July.

-throughout the spring run. dvzust and Scotember was favorable for the

cchoe and steclhead runs; Moricetown- cohoe 2Ql

springs 125,

jack sprinzgs 100,

cohoec Jacks 70,

w23 spread out over the remsinder of the sub-district.

c. Closurcs

horice river-Lamprey cr. to Morice laks -

Port Babine to dilkitkwa river

Babine
orice
imulton
Finkut

river
river

Bear River

‘do

chunnel
channel
Upper Bulkley above the confluence of Morlce

“ear restrictions,

rLorice river,
Canyon have a ~¢ar restri otlow on the usc of roe., Babirs river
and loricetown banyon hove

from voats in the river.
ad per day.

sTeelhe

B:bine ri

3. Indian iood Fishery

Catch in pisces

Place
1973-3abine
imoricetown
Bear “ake
1072-38abinz
roricatown
1071-3abine
l.oricetown
1670~-2abine
Moricetown
1969-Babine
tioricetown
1959-3Babine
Floricetown
10A7-Bsbine
Moricetown
1066~-Babine
lmoricetown

In the Skeena
- for by the Terrace sub-district,

In the horice-?ablne sub-district L7 I.F.F. permits
issuesd to cover the whole of the RPurns

one

*Fort Babinc Indian Band list indicates a pooulation
1nis covers the whole of

peonla at
inor
donz by
for the Sabine

of thesz wers

2

ver

their

Sui& 14
Pink Chum Chinook Jk d?rf%? 3t 'hd Tot

b
by
by

re~ulation,
resulation,
reculation,
by re;ulation.
by notice.

by notice,

steelhead 75. The remainder of the catch

July 1lst - September 30th.
July lst - October 15th.

tributari

es,

and ™oricetown

sear restriction of no antling
Babine rivar his a baz limit of one

]

Sockeve Cohoe l'otal
17,015 10 500 0 0 1,600 0 10,12
67 L4011 11 0 803 0 92 gih

316 122 81 0 17 0 0 534
17,234 50 0 O 2 0 200 17,309
702 W82 215 0 683 0 223 2,032
22,050 140 50 0 300 0 5 23,u4>
185 300 309 O 255, 0 1 1,103
20,048 140  LL0O 0O 125 0 200 21,35
by S, 6L8 329 O 729 0 211 2,760
17,293 130 20 0 65 0 30 17,508
516 755 4A1 0 4935 0 75 2,312
19,1L6 0 0 0 7 0 0 19,20)
2,0 2046 227 O 1017 0 160 11,790
18,992 29 19 0 72 0 1 19,112
593 1216 180 0 1508 0 111 L, 718
13,5652 137 8 0 1h9 0 65 19,952
2,41h2 2571 465 0 1233 0 118 7,129

at Kisgegaslpermits are usally issued and accounted

.L’\l‘UI‘l”
neriod in the

of 8E¢ p=ople.
the Babine Lake area and not the actual
Fort Babine, Therc¢ are approximately 39 farmilies livinz
around fort Babine which live there all year rouad,
~illnet and this year tisrce was no close
area.,

oo
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, Foricetown Band list indic.t.s 530 people living in and around
tne Villaze. fishing is done by gillnet from the Suskwa river to just
below the esturary of rout crcpk with 6 to 10 nets being used. The
remainder is by dinnet or gaff ooeratlnn in the Moricetown Canyon at
the falls area. this year fishing was ardin permitted on a s»lit uoek,
oven 9 P.X. Sunday to 9 P.M. Weansﬂav and 9 P.M. Thursday to 9 P.}
Saturday. Closcd’ o P.M, dednsday to 9 P h. Thursday and 9 P.H, oatrrﬂﬁy
to @ P.X, Sunday.

3. Snawninz Summary,

(2) Salmon- . . .. . . .

(1) The Babine. river and tributsry streams in Babins Lake a
the main sockeye snawning areas for the Skeena river watershed, ¢
of the oSkeena qo\,kcye spzvn in this arza. The upner Skesna, Mori
Yznika end upper Copper rivers have minor stocks of rokeye, Wate
levels during the spawning season ware normal'with adaquate watar in
most streams. High averaze snowfall during the winter of 1972-72 caused
floodinz in the upper Bulkley and kept ths river high until mid July,
There was no apparent damage to spawning grounds.

(]

D

Sockeve

Sockeye counted through the weir on Babine Lake by fisheries
Service personnel this season totaled 985,R75 composed of 797, 539
adult sockeye, 139,336 jack sockeye, 6 2&7 cohoe, 110,997 pink, 6
chum, 6L6 adult ohlﬂnoox, 530 jack chlnook, I3 steclhead.

Brood years: 1968 - 605,400 lerre socloye ¢
1969 - 634,&00 large sockeye.

Pirkut channel, very good return, 61,500 in channel.
Pinkut river, 15,629 on soawningz grounds, 17,000 air lifted
above falle,

Falton river, 99,968 larre,
Fulton channels, 137 33l larze. Total in river and chsannels
237,302 large and 81,257 jack sockeye.

o

g8

Upper Babine riverlS;,h?l lapge.
Lower Babine river 49,507 larze.

nipor streams are Pierrs-Twain-Morrison-Tahlo-Grizzly-Tachek and
Your lile, which along with socksye that scawn in the lake account
for tlie balance of the spuwnera,

Conoe

Sstimated 1L,55C spawned in sub-district streaws, brood yeer
1070 ecscapement of 15,200 soawners,

Pink

Estimated 147,700 snawned in the area, of thess 130,000 spawned
in the Babine river. This was a zood return from the 1971 soawning
of 104,000,

1

Chun

Only 6 chum recorded through the weir at Babine Fecnca.

Shinook

metimated 23,R25 adult chinooks , up from brood year : 1067,
15,500 and 1665, 9,800, itajor spawning areas; Bear river 4,900,
morice riv.r 12,000, Babine rive: 600, Bulkley river AR50,
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3. 3rcawnins Summary (cont)

(11) Weather conditions and Water levels,

The winter of 1972-73 was averagae, with mediunm tempcratures
and snowfall, and above averaze rainfall in January 1973. Recordincs
of rainfall, snowfall and temperaturss are taksn at the Smithers

Airport.
gww ummarv of eroﬁratureq and Per0131fatlon
October l 1972 - September 30, 1973.

: Temperatures
konth | Snowfall - Rainfall - Water Content - tiizh - Low - .iverage
Uctober 3.1 2.11 2.85 72 17 3%.1
Hovember 14 .5 2.36 3.41 L5 21 33.h
December 1.6 tr 2.65 33 -18 11.9
January 16,0 2.0k 3.39 39 -22 15.7

& February 7.7 .19 83 50 -19 21.3
fLigreh 3.8 .16 ol 50 6 33
Anril 2 .16 .19 65 20 39.9
biay tr 1.02 1.02 26 28 bL7.8
June - 1.7 1.72 73 30 Sl
July - —_——— -_——— Sh 32 .3
Sentember tr 2. 6q 2.68 75 24 49 2
(111) Fry Salvace

Nil,
(b) (1) Herring
wil,

1. Environment, Hultiple Water uses

(o) Pollution

B.C. Railway construction down the Bear river and Sustut river
; reached birdflat creck by late fall caused much concern to the envir-
@ onment of the rivers, Unstabls gravsl and clay banks kept sliding into
the rivers causing silting conditions, Conditions would have been
disasterous had it not besn for the guardian stationed &n the arca to
report on conditions before they became serious. Clearing had reached
Mosque river by late fall without oroblems as ths railway swung away
from the Sustut River to the Skeena, there was some debris in the
Skeena but was taken out,

Pacific Inland Resoursee sawmill at Telkwa was again responsible
for fine sawdust and black flt ash over the ice on the Bulkloy river
in the spring from their Tee-Pee burnzr. This condition shows uvp when
the snow melt starts in March and April. An agreement in writing has
besn made With facific Inland Resourscs that if this condition prevails
in the sprinz of 197l, that they will phase out the burner given six
months and find other means of getting rid of sawdust and mill debris.

Bulkley Valley Forzst Products imbroved on their larze burner,
and other than smoke filling the valley there was no problem with
sawdust on the ltorice river this ycear,

" C.HW,R, railway gondolas haulinz chins from as far ae Burns lake
and maybe further inland to Columbia Uelulose on the coast is becominsz
& problem with overloaded cars scatterinz chips in streams and rivers
during passace. I understand a vaoer net is used in the U.3.i. to
cover tne cars and the net 1s used alony with tha chione and thus
gv,oov1at°s the neccszlty of returninz the covers for the rondola cars.
I believererulations are due to aﬁle this wetnod in the “orth West.
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L. dnvironment, Lultiple Water Use

(3) Industrial Develonement (cont)

Other

New shopping centre opcncd in the sprlng of 1973, housing the liudson
Bay Store, Safeway, Kova Scotia Bank, Sporting Goods, Bakery and
others.

\ A new road linking Smithers Landing road and lioranda road; wihich
links the Jownshln of Granisle, was through in 1973. However it
needs much 1rnrovement if people are to .reach Smithérs for business
from CGranisle and sioranda mines, The road wus closed after the first
snowfall in 1973.

(C)Obstructions and Diversions

The Bulkley river above Houston many log jams occured agzain dus to
two high water conditions in 1972 and 1973. Two larce jams built
%W/ up below oulitley Malls aoproximately 100 feet in lenzhh and fifteen
& feet hirh, These viere impassable due to cottonwood bserk which filled
in every voscible open sdace, The jams were removed by use of a
skidder and then burned. The hulkley fallswas rechammeled at the
top of the falls by vowder. Eeliconter patrol wuas mxide and a
total of 17 jams were lored between houston and the falle area;
there were 5 beaver dams lorred, lost serious was a complete block
near Knockl.olt, wnlch was renecved and the river diverted at 2
horse snoe bend.

[sT]

She ~uina river was diverted around the old falls area which shoul
1mprove escegpement of cohoe und posuibly springs 1f the river
kesps3 in the divercion.

caver dawms continue to bs a oroblem varticularily in the fall
durin: mi~ration. 25 becaver dams removed this year by hand and powder.

(D) Gravel Removal

Gravel removal orders are in effect for Bulliley river and tributaries
along with Morice river and tributazics, No permits issued this

vear for gravel removal.

(. (B) loj ing Overations
Bulliley Vallev Forest Products still control most of the southsrn
portion of the sub-district, Last of Babine *alze on the ©outhand
wWwest of the lake includins Morice Hiver area.,

Zroot Sawriill ovmerate on Tatlow road near Smithers, have private
sources of t¢M er 48 well as rscent aquisitions of crown timber,

Pacific Inland resources are the sccond largeat op erqtoro in the
area, have sawmills at Telkwua and on Tatlow road near Smithers
Have timber noldinss upn the melkwa river, Fulton Piver and in tn~
Chap:an lake arsad

ink 3zwnill operating on the
various small holdi ings of timbe

Tatlow road ncar Smithers with
r

Sriall mill One operating near Eveclyn and peration near
Dourhty. dotu these mills were rumoursd to ng# shut down until
the lumber market became firmer, -

(1) area Forestry cut for 1273 (iorestrv firures)

Hazelton 3501 acrcs cut 172,095 U
Zrmithers Lh75 acres cut 131,700 U
4515 acres cut EINIMNIE It

gw; ouston

e 4nnlicatian N

la)
>ssed 3l aowWacatlona . . .
= operations and zonlications - 1673 nil,
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(7)

Blasted channel at Bulkley

falls and removed 2 log jams
Bulkley river 2 log jams, 1
diversion, and 2 potential

2 Yatives hired to assist;
Re channeled old falls}grea.

Log jam building up in diver-
sion channel at old falls area.

Stream Clearance, Obstruction Removal List 1973 - Babine Morice sub—district.

DATE PLACE OBSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT USED PERSONNEL COSTS DAYS REMARKS.
July 6th ‘ Twain Crk, log jam hand Wall 25,00 i
August 12th Twain . beaver dam hand Wall 25,00 5
Avgust 30th Bulkley Biver log jams caterpillar tractor Southgate-Groat 1,640,00 82 hrs,
August 12th . Bulkley River log jams caterpillar tractor Southgate-Groat  1,200,00 2 days

' ) jams removed.
September 9th Bear Lake(Azuklotz) beaver dam hand Grantham & Native 120,00 2 days
July 30th Segunia diversion caterpillar tractor Southgate 500,00 1 day
August 31 Twain beaver dam Meyers-iWall hand 20,00 4 day
, September 9th Morrison creek beaver dams hand & powder Meyers-#all-Finch 50.00 % day 3 beaver dams
September 10th Tahlo Crk. beaver dams hand & powder Meyers-Wall-Harrisonl100,00 % day 6 beaver dams
. . ' Sommers
September 12th  Morrison & Tahlo beaver dams hand & povder Meyers-wWall 85,00 1 day 3 beaver dams
September 18th Bulkley River beaver dams hand & powder Wall 35.00 1 day 4, beaver dams
September 17th  Upper Bulkley beaver dams hand & powder Wall 50,00 1 day 3 beaver dams
September 26th  Morrison . beaver dams hand & powder Wall 35.00 1 day 3 beaver dams
November 7th Segunia River log jam povder Meyers 25,00 1 day

$3,910,00 12; days, 82 hrs.



_5 . Trends in ¥he Mishin~ Industry. = : 2 1 8 1

Nil.

6. Enforcenent

(a) Cormmercial

Sport

li cAses of jigging salmon regulting in fines of $50.00 each.

- Several cases of warnlng to«chlldren for using unbaited hooks,
_ A %

Indian blshcry

Nil, L)

(b) Trends Re: Closed Seasod{'

(D

Closed sesason trends,in Sport and Indizan Yood Fisheri
seemed to be observed this ynar without too much complaint. ¢ los ure
to the upper Bulkley above Houston' July 1 st to October 15 th
remain in effect for conservation of low returns of chinook salmon
to the system. Closures on the Bear river remsin in ef;ect July 1, to
Septerber 30 th for conservation of spring salmon.

(¢c) Recormendations

Recommendations to increase the closed period on Babine River
Sec. 95(2)(c) from august 15, to September 20, to Yuly 15, to September
20, for conservation of chinooks to the Babine system,
7. Predators
(a)Sea Lions - Nil,

(b) Eair Seals - Nil.

(¢c) Bear, Grizzly and Black

Bears were numerous on streams again this year., Fish and Gamne
Branch report 10 prizzly and £ black bear tzken by sportsmen this year,

(d) Grayfish - *il.
%my (e) Eiller Whale - Nil,

(f) Other

Hagles and crows heavy , sea gulls and ducks light, Merzansers
very heavy.

8. 4dministration

(a) Staff

(1) Fisheries Yfficers: 4.M. Groat CT 111
D.N. Meyers G111

(11) ¥.P.L. Babine River

(111) Three Guardian positions; Foricetown, fort Labln
and Yonalds Landing do stream clearance, patrols, Indian * ood

Fishery and spawnlng surveys,

(1¥) Donalds “*andinz Guardian satisfactory. Fort Babine and
Moricetown Yuardians did not meet requirments.

Recommend Guardisn position for Uodner 3ulkley-Morice fdiver,

- Recormendations for 197l
moricr ¥aun - unvee lionths - . June 1% - Ssptsider 15
BORL138Pi8Rain- ¥ SPReSoWRRLRS = fupe1dS - RepispReris:
Upoer Bulkley - TIour *onths - June 15 - Octobcr 15.



»8. administration (cont)

(b) Zquisment
(1) - I} wheel drive vehicles; one 1971 pick-up; one 1967 pannel,
- Inboard-outboard Patrol launch,
- 22 foot, plank, lake work boat.
- 2l foot, plywood lake work boat.
- 12 foot , aluminum, car top boats.
- 18 foot, aluminum, river boat,
- 2 wheel, boat trailers.
© H.B. outboard with jet attachment.
- uo H.P. outboards,
- 20" H.P. outboard.- : ' : . o
- 185 H.P. outboards. '
- 6 EKE.P. outboard.
- 5% H.P. outboards.
- power chain saws,

MMOHFMNMHFMDHMDREFODRFRRERD
!

(11) Equipment extencively used during seuason, one LO H.P. outboaezd
written off and the old 12 foot fivreglass dingy was written off.
F.P.L. Babine River was loaned to the Marine Sciences Branch for
early work on Babine “ake in May. The valves in the port ensgine were
burned out and the starboard leg was making extensive noises. The
vessel was taken to f‘rince Ruvert for repalrs. No problsm devalooped
until late f2ll when the veessel was azain loaned to Marine sciences
under the Cuardiand suvervision. A:aln a problem devecloped with the
oort ler.

(111) Replacements - 1 - 13 foot smoker craft with two L0 or 50 H.P.
jet drive outboards for patrol in the Babine and VMorice rivers,

Bulkley river where canyons and turbulent waters are encountered.

The present simoker and 65 H.P. to replace the old 22 foot plank river
boat for the Fort Babine “uardian. The o0ld 22 foot plank river boat has
reached write off stage, dry rot and leaks are prevelent and it has
been patciied over oatc es.

Horicetown Guardian cabin replaced with 24 foot house trailer,
unfurnisheca except for a propane stove, fridge and furnaee, .isphalt
tile flooring throughout.

Replacement of 4 ton 4X, International pannel, 1967 with prescnt
rilage of 72, 569 Reolacewent wlth Ford or Chevrolet UXy for off the

Replacement of 1-uo H.P. outboard to replace a similiar item
written off. The remaining LO H.P. Johnson may make another sesason
if damaze to the bottom end is not too extensive. The bottom end
wW&as dama ed by Fort Babine Guardian during the season. 1974 sovring
chsck will decide its disposition.

Recowiend that F.P.L. Babin: niver be re-engined with new
outboard legs,

9, Information, Education and other Procrams,

{a) Public relations visits were made to industry and other organ-
izations, particulary in regard to pollution.Information given to
stucen}s on pollution, spafnlnr chann°1s, hatcheries and c0mner01al
fisheries., Information given to sportshén -onTclosubes and*Fisheries

Acts and hegulations.

(b) Work closely with othsr Fisheries Service Branches, Fisherics
Research Board and follution Branch,

{¢) IMany contacts were made and co-operation given to:

Town councils : Department Of Transport
Fish And Game Branch " Canadian National Railways
Covernment Agent - Department Cf Indian affairs.
Health And Welfare Water Board ‘
Department Of fublic Works Canada Pension Plan
Department Of Forestry Rod and_.Cum—&dyb
' - /W—"Z/b
z::,,fjfai,k. irost . .
Fisheries Officer.



