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1.

ATNWUAL NARRATIVE

Babine - liorice Subdistrict 1980
by Terry Turnbull

GERERAL DESCRIPTIOK OF SUBDISTRICT

The Babine-liorice Subdistrict consists of: the Skeena River water-
shed above the confluence of the Skeena and Babine Rivers, the
Babine River watershed upstream from the Kisgeges Reserve, the
Bulkley River watershed upstreem from and including Trout Creek,

and the Zymoetz River upstieam from licDonell Lake. The subdistrict
serves the towms of Smithers, Telkwa, Quick, Houston, Topley, Topley
Landin;, Granisle, Fort Babine, and their surrounding rurzl areas.
Total population is approximately 18,500 people,

FISHERILS

A. Commercial Pisheries

1. Babine River Jack-Sockeye Harvest

A licence was issued to the Lake Babine Band Council to conm-
mercially harvest Jack-Sockeye salmon irom the trappinj; facilie
ties at {the Babine River counting fence. The band started

the harvest on fugust 8th and finished on September 6th, uti-
lizing three shifts per day of ten people per shift. 178,644
Jacks were harvested and iced in trector trailers; the major-
ity of the Jacks viere sold to B.C. Packers in Frince Rupert
althouzh & few hundred fish weie sold to local citizens.

B. Sport{ Pisheries

1. Tidel Vaters - non applicable
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2. Hon-Tidal YWaters - sport-fish catches for Babine River (BR)
and Bulkley-llorice system (B-li) -(see table 1)
TABLL 1
Spring Jack Sprinz Coho St'hd
1380 (B-i) 150 80 835 5,125
(BR) 20 - 100 2,700
TOTAL 170 80 935 7,825
1979 (B-1k) . - 78 70 260 94
(BR) 12 - 63 _84
TOTAL 90 70 323 174
1978 (B-i (not available)
(BR) " 1]
TOTAL 160 50 540 148
I'otes: a. Pre 1977 Bulkley River caich figuires included ioricetown
Canvon to S5keenz confluence.
b. 1950 estinated steelnezd figures reflect irills and re-
lezses; 5,625 fish were released. :
3. Irovinciel Syort-Fishinz Licences - sold in the area -

Fon Kes

(see t:ble 2)

72BLL 2

Can Res Snort Term Can res St'hd Non nes St'hd gan Sr

384
365
514

1579 and

2,361 231 ) 2,360 249 258
1,563 240 573 312 53
3,291 215 979 411 153

1920 fijures are not yet aveilczble.
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4. Sport-Fishery Closures

(=3

By regulation:

Upper-iiorice River
Upper-Zabine River
Upper-Sustat and Bealr iivers

By public notice:

Upper-Babine kiver - 100 metres upstream from fence, all
species
- July 1 - August 14 and September 21 - 30, Spring
and Colo salmon from Fort Babine to Kilkitkwa River

Upper-Bulkley River - July 15 for the balance of the year,
Spring and Coho selmon

Upper-i‘orice river - iuzust 1 - 15, Spring and Coho saimon
fron Lamprey Creek to lLiorice Lake

5. Gear and Restrictions - remwain unchan:ed for salmon.

©. Sport-Fishing Conditions

(=

b

Sprinss: 1980 was en unproductive yeer for Spring-
salnon anglers on the Bnlkley-loxice sysiem zbove
ioricetovm. ilshing sites which proauccd the best cet-
ches were the Telkwa brid;e, Dulkley-ilorice junction

and the Upper-iiorice River (Lamprey Creek io liorice Lake).

Balance of the cztch was scaitered throushout the system.
An anzling closure on the upper-liorice hiver was put in to
effect fifteen days early because of low catch per unit
effort, low wzter conditions, and valnerable spavming-~
holdinz erees. The Spring catch would huve been higher if
the upper-liorice .iiver hed not clozed for conservation.
The Upper-Bullkley River wzs closed for the same rezsons.

Cono: Coho fisning in the Bulkley-l.orice system was bet-
ter this scason. Fishing sites producing the best catches
were the Trout Creek siretch, Telkwa bridge, walcott bridge,
ilorice~Bulkley junction, and iXleven iiile. #he Trout Creek
stretch was the most heavily fished, producing approxi-
mately 30 fish per day during the 7 - 12 September period.
Liain improved stream conditions dGurinzg Septewber and
October; Conho had no trouble reachins spavring beds. 4n
an;linz closure on the Upper-.orice Xiver wes put in to
effect fifteen deys early beczuse of low weter conditions
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and valnerable spavming and holdinz areas.

Babire River Coho fishing wes considered 2 slightly
below average cetch.

The best producing arens were the Bzbine Villeze, Smoke
douse Islend, and Babine River bridge. By the end of
September most of the initial Coho run hzd pessed the
fence. kany infoim:tion gzps surround the Babine Coho
such as some of their holding ereas, question of later
runs, and in how meny streams éo they spawn. 1930 - 40
reports indicate fair coho runs to Fierre, Twain, and
Sutnerland in mid October,

Steelnead: ingzlers and biologists generally ayree thet
the 1980 yezr wes the best one.in recent memory for

Steelhead argling. Sood fishing spots were Trout Creek
bi.r, Smithers highwzy 16 bridge, Telkwz bridge, Welcott,
Bulkley-iorice junction, Iile 11, and Upper-iiorice River.
This excellent steelhead escapement is likely the result
of the commercizl-salmon fishery closure in irea 4 during
August when the bulk of the Steelhead run normally passes
through thet subdistrict.

C. Inhdizn-Food Fisheries
l. Babine-system Food Fishery
BABIXE LiXe CATCH PIGURES*
Year Sockeve Coho Pink S»rinz StHJ Totzls
1920 22,635 125 200 20 0 22,930
1979 21,500 75 120 o] c 21,695
1978 10,920 15 152 3 1 11,091
1977 10,777 50 100 20 10 10,957
1376 11,095 1 13 15 0 11,109

¥ Ficures include cetches from Sutherland iver, Pendleion Bay, Topley
Landing, 0ld Fort, Smithers Landin:, Fort Babine, and liillitkwe Lake.

-~

Individual Food TFish licences weie issued by the Leke
3abire Band to any rugistered Indian thet the bapd felt -

shou
fish

1ld fish on their tribal fishing grounds. The fishermen
ed for salmon seven deys & week until December 31, 19€0,

Fleiving was done by saimon _iilnet or set anet; there was no

net
issu

lerzth or iiesh vestriciions. 125 food licences iwere
¢d from the time the Tishery started in early July until
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its completion on September 21, 198G, The band vopula-

tion is 1008,

Food catches in recent yezus are only 1/6th to 1/3rd of
the 1920's and 30's catchess

2. Bear Lake Food Fishery

Wine Takla Leke Band members were issued individual licences
to fish Bear Lake. They fished during sugust, catching 2030
Sockeye and 40 Springs. The Takle Lake Band's populztion is
357' .

ITY. SFPAVEILG SUniisgY

Szlmon escapements to the Babine sysiem are counted through the
Babine idiver counting weir (H. Leamoni 1980)

The fence panels were installed on June 28 and removed on September 29.

In the following tables, Babine system Jack Spring fisures include
commercial ha:zvest.

1. SOCKLYE
Babine gystem Upper Skeena Bilkley-..orice Uover Copver
1980 526,059 . 1,950 650 140
{233 8555K)
1979 1,150,966 4,300 1,650 1,100
(90,498JK
1978 401,318 5,650 600 700
(296, 274JK)
1977 937,992 640 800 2,000
23, 397JK)
1976 580,597 . 100 100 . ¥.0.
(130,9700%)

BaBIUE LaKL SOCK.YE SPAILLS
1980 1979 1978 1977
154,852 241,936 152,643 125,000
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2. COHO
Babine System Upper Skeena Bulkley-iiorice Upver Canper
1980 4,399 N.O. 3,995 4,.0.
1979 2,909 500 750 250
1978 11,446 4,875 5,800 1,500
1977 10,474 1,000 6,590 400
1976 4,500 %.0. 997 -
3. PINK
Bzbine Systex Upper Skeena Bulkiey-.lorice
1980 326,451 KD. 100
1979 63,703 1,500 5,200
1977 - 76,077 k.0. 25,000
1976 3,838 50 .G,
4. CAIOCK
Bobine System Upper Skeena Bulkley-i.orice
1980 918 (242JK) ¢,000 5,075
1979 822 (404JK) 3,000 4,675
1976 - 492 4,050 6,950
1977 619 (768Ji) 1,800 4,750
1975 618 (251JK 950 1,835
. 1975 1,018 (3425%) 1,500 3,000
1974 1,976 (25445%) 4,500 9,000

B. Sumnzry Comments

1. Sockeye

a. Babihne System - This year's sockeye run is in 26th
place overall since 1946, excluding the slide year
vaich drops it to 27th nluce; and it ranks 9th pleace
in the last ten years. <he aduli{ return is lower than
either of its biood years; 1975 and 1976. Conversel.,
the Jack Sockeye return renks 3rd hizhest since 1946.

b. 3Bulkley-iorice System ~ ..dult sockeye return rerains
low as compared to the 1950's.

c. Unper-Conner iiver - idult return was low, nerhaps because “9
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of the 1977 Skeena flood.

d. Upper-Skeenz system - see Chinook comments.

Coho

a. Babine System - Based on fence counts, the 1980 Coho
return has to be considered slightly below average as
the records show that offspring from this three-~year
phase zererally yield the gichest zveraze adult return.
HJowever, Coho counts are incormplete as the timing of
the fence pull-out has nothing to do with the cono-
mizration schedules.

b. Bullkley-.'orice System - Hizh water in early Zovember
prevented a Coho count on the Upper-liorice giver, al-
thouzh thelr presence was noted. Escapenent could have
been 5,000 - 6,000, Certainly, the tributaries; Owen
(6C0) and Gosnell (2,000) were well revnlerished.

¢. Upper-Copper River - Stream checks in isugust and Sepiember
proved fruitless, perhaps the 1977 Skeena flood was a
factor.

d. Upper-Skeena System ~ see Chinook conuments

Pink

e&. Babine System - The Babine River adult Fink salmon re-
turn 1s the highest on record. It may not match some of
the 1920 - 30 Tfigures which iAply heavy Fink escapement
to lower and upper Bzbine River sections.

bo Buliley-l'orice System - The 1980 Table figure is in-
accurate; an undetermined nugber of pink salmon were
taken in the Lioricetovm food fishery, but their sirength
and spavming location was mnever detected.

c. Upper-Skeena System - see Chinook corments.

Chinook

~&. Bobine System - The 1980 Jack-Snring count is the lowest

on record. Chinook adult return ranks 1llth overall and
5th in the last ten years. Zscapement is about average
based on biood-year fizures.

b. Bulkley-liorice System - Upper-Bulkley River Spring
salmon escepenent compares favourably with the 1975
brood yeer, and this is above average for its other
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brood~year contributors. iorice River escapement has
been holding steady for the past few years.

c. Upper-Skeena System -~ The only quantitative escapement
estimate on the Upper-Skeena system is the Spring-
salmon count in the Bear River., This years retura is
the highest since 1962, and shows a draumetic increase
over the five previous years.

Fisures for other species of salmon merely indicate
their presence. The following factors contribuie to
this; bad flyinz weather, inaccessibility, fish mizre-
tion schedules, fishery steif-time resirictions, and
turbid water conditions in some lakes and rivers.

The following pieces of infoimation disclose that es-
cepement fisures ere conservative. Records have showm
Chinook in the Slamgeesh and Sustat Rivers; angling
reports imply excellent Coho runs in upper Skeens iribu-
taries; and fishery staff have observed significant
numbers of Sockeye-lake spavmers.in Bear Lake during
some yesrs. 1980 Sockeye-escapement fizure for Bear
Lake tributaries was 900, The Bear Lake native-food
fishery took 2030 Sockeye. It is doubtful the fisher-
nen's timing and efficiency could crop 60% of the run.
Some old Bear Lake spavming revorts show 10,000 plus
Sockeye-lake spawners, Yet, on the dates flowvm this
year no great concentrations of lzke spavnmere were seen.
Other sockeye lzkes in the Sustat dreinage are also
likely underestimated.

WEATELR AVD VATER LEVELS

The snow pack Tor the winter of 1979-20 wes low., .Assuming thaet rein
water was not captured in the snow pick for the period of December,
Janmuary, Februury, and kiarch; and that 1005 of the water content
figure contributed to the snow pack fisure, then ther was approxi-
mately 122.5mm of water aveilable for run-off.

From April 7-13 the Bulkley-iorice tributaries were .enerally flow-
ing well, Between ipril 14-20 the ice moved out of the Bulkliey-
Liorice =ivers. Funoff water rose in the Bulkley-iiorice system from
spril 21 - ilay 12, crested from Mey 12 - 18, and fully receded by
June 22. Ice went out of E=bine Lake about ilzay 2 - 3,

Portunatel;, rains helped keep *the rivers up curing the fzll months.
Stream flows wexre :oderzte in the Bulliley-l.o:xice system, with the ex-
ception of the Telkwa .iver, vwhich flash Tlooded occasionally beczuse
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of its headwaters being nearer the coast.

In spite of the rain, Babine Lake level continmed to drop slovly,
and by October the lake level was 4; feet below the high-water mark
on the gauze at Donald's Landing.

1980
Temneratulre

Lionth Rain (iam) Snow (cm) Vater Content (mm) Hish Low Averaze
Jamla:':y 2-2 50- 9 3896 "8.3 -‘16-9 ‘1206
Febmam 1690 14.0 2404 0.8 - 7-7 - 305
H&I’Oh 104 1609 1600 ' 403 - 506 - 0.7
April 26.1 - 26.1 12.2 0.1 6.2
Hay 3600 - 3600 1608 4.3 lo-s
June 18.8 - 18.8 21-6 707 14.7
July 42.7 - 42,7 19.8 8.9 14.4
August 3304 - - 3304 1905 702 13e4
September 63.4 - 63.4 15,4 4.4 9.9
October 37.4 6.2 43.4 11.1 2.1 8.6
ovember 69.2 7.0 76.4 - 4.6 =~ 1.6 1.5
Decepber 53.1 67.9 100,.2 -3,3 - 9.6 - 6.5

TOTAL 399.7 162.9 519.4

V. FRY SALVAGE

& farmer found nundreds of Cono fry trzpped in receded spring-run off
pools on one of his fields. The farm is near the Snithers ilishway 16
brid;e that cirosses the Bullkley River. The farmer dvyg a small trench
to a run-off ditch znd pumped water into ithe nools allowing the fry to
escape. The Houston guzirdian rescued zpproximztely 1500 fry from pools
caused by receding sprinz-flood weters near Knocholt on the Bulkley
River.

VI, HYERAI'G - not anplicable

VIXI. EIVIROILLIIT,AL, LULPIDLL VLTER USE
A. Follution

1., Equity Silver Liinins Road

The road continued to cause heavy siltation in Dunsate end Buck
Creeks during spring run-off. With a uining engineer, on-site
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suggestions of greater sloping, gress geeding, sumps,.debris
catchers, and riprapping have solved nost of the gilting
problems.

doviever, there are at least two sites that have not been
adequately addressed and mey cause more silting this year,

Gftinisle l:ine -~ Babine Lake

A persistant oil slick continued 1o seep out of the gravel
near the ferry dock on Sterrett Island. The company made
several attempts to locate the leak source. In Aupust the
fuel-storage line to the dock was completely replaced and the
seepaze stopped. ’

Also, in August a report was received coanceruing flughing of
Frother tanks directly in to the lake. Samples iaken by
Fisheries' steff indicated l:-ke sediments contzin deleterious
cyonige levels. Apparenily, no pre-mine lake sediment samples
were tzken; ond since many cyanide compounds occur raturally,
no leg:l steps can be taken. H.P. has asked E.P.S. to con-
duct a cyanide study of the area.

500 gallons of tailing effluent escaped to Babine Lzke on
ovember 2Ti; problem was concluded satisfactorily.

runicipalities ~ Smithers aond Ilouston Sewercze Systenm

In Smithers, storm-water drains ale commecied to the treat-
ment plant reducing ites effectiveness. The outfall effluent
is exceeding some of its monitored factors. The towm is
avare of the problem und is seeldn; funds to modify or re-
build the systen.

flouston's lajoon system is within 30 meters of the Pulkley rdver.
In the summer, aquatic veszetation covérs the river bottom dovm-
stream of the outfall, The Bulkley Biver et Houston is

rothing more than a small stream during the summer and the
lagoon is chlorenaied (0.2ppm). A habitat study is recom-
nended for the area doimstream of the ouifall, since the close
proximity of the lagoon to the river raises questions about
B,0.D. and free-chlorine ion effects on spawning end rearing
salnon. .

Bulklev Valley Cement

On-site inspectlons show that the Houston silt-settiing ponds
are novw adequutiely mrotecting weter guality in Buck Creek.
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5. Renching :ind Feruing In The Upper-Bulkley River Flood Plain

This agricultural sector will continue developing. lLiore
pressure will be forth coming to keep the river from chang-
ing farm pastures. i fishery resource information program
will be conducted in the spring of 1981, vhich will attempt

to increase the awareness of such factors as; gruvel removal,
stream crossinzs, water intakes, manure, and chammel diversion.

B, Environmental Tssues

1, 'Kemano 11

Jenuery 16 - ‘Alcan papers are leaked to the public revealing
thet Llcan is beginning construction on Kemano II project in
19¢el.

Aeok sk ok o

- %lcan contirues to deny that the dam project will go ahead
and they say no decision will be mede until after ilean's en-
vironmental siudy is completed.

$okokok ok

- The Bulkley Valley public is not convinced that the papers
are merely planning documents and that the date is fictitous
as a liontreal-based spokesman siresses,

o oo 2 ok -

- Bulkley Valley citizen's form groups in nany of its tovms.
“Save the Bulkley" group of Smithers quotes a 1972 statement
by ilcan's B.C. Power Operations manager as saying, Alcan
will need water from both the Dean and lLiorice Rivers to
safely double its generating capacity.

Jenuary 23 - £ massian firm says it is negotiuting with
ilcan over sale of zenerators.

Jenuary 30 - ilcan denies Russian zenerator deal. ilcan
emphasizes that no decision has been made {0 build the dam
project, but it admits it has reached an agreememt with B.C,
Hydro on the sale of extre power from the new project. Alcan
begins community meetings to s¢ll their project. The public
askes searching questions and ere not won over.

February 6 ~ Provincizl energy Hinister, 3ob LicClelland, states
&ll fuiure hydro development will be done by B.C. Hydro.

Farkckk

=:lcan's community meetinzs cancelled until further notice

to officiully examine the ilinister's policy.

sehaokk

Dam project becomes a federal election issue.
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February 20 - A consultant refuses to do a profile on citi-

zen's croups for ilcan.
skoof skt ok sk

2lcen refused to obey 2 Federsl Fisheries order last year
to increase the water over the Skins-Leke Spillway, because
of a one million dollar per ronth profit mazde from szle of
power to B.C., Hydro. (which exports the power to U.S.i.)

ilarch 5 - Telkwa Villzge Council votes esgeainst dem project,
worr -ing about drinkins water, and flood conditions.

HsEfi

- Zleven commercizl, =port, =nd Indiaen fishinz groups join
forces to vppose the project.

gk

-~ ilcan pirepares for better commnity weetings. 4 200-page
socizl profile of northwest comanities is completed by :lecan.

April G - Enerzy linister, iicCleelsnd has nlaced a2 moratorium
on project, 2nd essures northerners no dams aie plonned for
the Ilorice or Dean Rivers.,

Hay 26 - 150 people in Buims lake express opposition to project.

June 11 - Kative group tells how Alcun e: nloited them during
the building of Kem:no I.

June 18 -~ Federzl Fisheries sends a leitter to Alcan ordering
it ‘o increace Skins-Lzke Spillway flows from 500 cfs to
1,000 cfs.

suly 2 - alcan has still i1efused to increase water flows.

Ficheries ikiinister, Le Blanc, says to increase the flows or
0 to court.

July 9 - Alcen says waier is under Provincizl jurisdiction,

no flow increase.

ek ek .

- Public finds out that ilcan is situdying the feasibility of
constructing three small dams on thc itne, ilorice, and Cheslaites
Rivers to lﬂssen cffects of project by providing weter storzge
for low flow periods.

July 25 - Le Blanc issues formal order to release 2,000

cfs over Skins-Lzke S»pillway irmediztely “nd continue until
Auzuat 20; 1,100 cfs between Jusust 21 - jTarch 31, 1981, and
2,000 cfs betzeen 4pil 1 - June 30, 19c1



2.

Page 13

July 26 - Alcan increases spillway flow to 7,000 cfs stating
the increzsed flow would keep water temperatures at a safe
level,

‘July 28 - ilcan lowers spillway flow to 600 cfs 2s rain is
Tor ecast. +lcan spokesman, Srian ifemingway, stated politely
that the company will not comply with the waier release
order,

July 30 - ilcan has not complied to Federal Fisheries minister's

order to increase splllvay flow to 8,000 cfs.

sumst 1 - Pederal Fisneries alleges violation under Section
20 (10) of the Fisheries Act, and seeks interim injunction
as lenithy court sction would not nelp this year's spavming
fish,

suznst - B.C. Supreme Court rules that the company must
obey the iionister's order and increase the s»illway flow

to 8,000 cfs immediately. Ailcan says flow order jeopardizes
power supply at iitimat smelzer.

Aok e oo .

=~ A new provinciel energy bill concentrates the powvwer of
approval ef-epvrovel of energy projects in the hands of
cabinet.

sugzugt 27 - Alcan appoints Bill Rich as new vice-president
in charge of Kitimat operation. He says B.C. residents
‘have different values than Quebecers.

Decenber 3 - ilcan will release its l4~volume enviromental
study in Janmuary 1981.

KokEa A

<\lcan recognizcs 1950 water licence is outdated znd admits
other water users ms%t be comsidered. Discussions begin with
Chaiaber of Coumecice and rancherse.

fordon 22k and 10k

Some Bullkley-Valley residents are opposed +1o the spraying

of fordon 22k alonz the hizhvay 16 right-of-way for

Canadien thistle., Gwenty-nine residents cppealed to the
pesiicide conirol branch zppeal tozrd asking; for iinistry of
Hishways'! Pordon 22k perwit to be rescinded. Residents suc-
cessfully oppoced the herbicide permit claiming that Highways
hzd not properly vostied the sprz ing areas end vhat Hishways
hzd not named an individual person as a2 permit holder as re-~
quired by the act. Shortly aftier, Hishways received 2 second
permit and it hcod 2 number of apneals launched zgainst it.
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In the reantime, %he prime tarzet date for eradicating the
Conadian thisile had passed so the spraying has bcen put
off until ncxt year. ZInvironmentalists and thistles are
hepry, and ranchers wvith grzzing poctrues are mttering un-
printeble phrases.

C. Indusirial Develooment

1,

3.

vouity Lilver .line

Equity Silver i:ine straddles tie Foxy Creek and Goosly
Lzke drainages, twenty-two miles southeast of ilouston.
Plant construction started in the winter of 1979 and was
completed in fusust 1980 at a cost of 85 million dollars,

The life of the mine is projected at twenty-five years.

Its first pit, lknown 2s the Southern Tail, will supply about
four years of ore and will cover zn area of approximately

32 hectares (77 acres). - Further away from the plant, a
second pit is expected to provide fourteen years of ore and
cover Tortyv-ei:;ht hectares (116 jeres).

Fifty-ton trucks heul the ore to the primzry crusher, vhere
{the ore- is crushed and concentrated. Then, it goes to the
fleoatation vlant, the thickening plant,. filterinz plunt, znd
finally the leachin; plcont. The leaching plarnt removes the
undesirable elements of antimony and arsenic znd other im-
purities Lfrom the ore by using sodium sulphate. Then cnoiher .
filter process rexmoves the silver/copper/s;o0ld concentrate,

The piejected annual ore production, based on & five-year
averxse, is 177,000 kilograms of silver, 5,400 tons of covper,
340 kilograms of zold, end 1,700 tons of antimony. #hese:

p roducts then leave the mine for smelting in Japen.

inen the pits are mined ouf, ithney will leuve lar;e excavations
some 235 meters deep and their waste contents will cover
about 49 hectzies (118 wmecres), since for every ton of ore
there are two tons of waste rock.

Copper :'ill :.ine

Ramm Venture, a Vancouver based fir:, may begin construction
of a gilver/copper/zine mine. ‘*his ore deposii is located
about four niles southwest of Kuniry Hill on (irouse ilountein.

Smithers Bvildin: Soree

Ten million dGeollars worth of constructiin stzits _ot underviay
in 19¢0. This is the lurzest sun ever., Lesidences, motels,
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and apertments mede up the majority of building.

£t local sroup is building & 3.8 million dollar office
structure that will be leesed for ten years to B.C.D.C.
for use by the Provinciel ilinistries of invironment and
Porestry. This 63,107 square foot building will be lo=~
cated almost directly =cross from the present provincial
buildins. Once operational the building will imprison
about 130 Forestry employees from Frince lmpert and a
smatterings of knvironment emplo, ees,

B.C. Eydro has built a substantial office building on
PiTlow 1.oad in Smithers.

Bubine uake Movest Froducts Ltd.

TSHL A-06571 situsted on the north side of Babine Lake

has been approved for the period Janucziy 1979 to Jamuery
1986. - This past summer docking facilities were built on
Babine Lake near Twain Creek, and on its diametrical shore.

" fTwo 100' jettys will be comstructed shortly. Logs will be

toived across the lake year round if the compeny :;ets approval
for a bubble line. 4Liccordiny to the company's engincering
firm, the bubble line will have to span sone 4,700 feet and
be 130 to 160 feet deep (lake 300') to effectively remove

the 2 - 2;. feet of ice. Cnce the transportation corridor
has been consiructed, +the compeny plans on extracting

55,000 @ci/yr of timber.

Smithers Jolf Couise

i.o¢ificetions are underway Tor a nine hole fairway expsnsion.
Some of the woik involves Xathlim C(xreek.

Hudson 3av ..ountain Ski Com.lex

The c¢lub, in conjunction with the tova of Smithers, has
built 2 poxrtion of the multi-dollar sondolz ski-1lift.

Dairyland liilk rlant

The :ilk plont way wmove from Hitime:t to Smithers,

voviacial Government Fish and ildlife ileorzznization

Reorganization wiil eveniually 1esuit in nove stafi, zdding
to the zrowth of Smithers. Conservation OTfficers were split
away from the Pish end 'ildlife Sexrvice to form the new
Conservation Cfficer service, Both services ren.in within



D.

Page 16

the ilinistry of Envilonmment; however, the C.C.'s primary
function is now enforcement. In this regard it is soon to
include ‘viater and V'aste iiana_ement Branches legislation.

9. Tuture Industrial Growth

Record-buildin; consiruction growth is predicted for the

s/d area in 19681. Iumours of mineral development are
sta_gering. Puture possible mine sites include such drzin-
azes as; ilorice Lake, Nanike Lzke, Bear Lake, Sustat Lake,
i.0rrison Lake, Dabine Lake, Upper lireena, and Johanson Lake.

Logging will continue to expand on the north-wesi shore of
Babine Lake.

Obstructions end Diversions

Beaver dams were d n.mited on {athlyn Creek (twice) and Tachek
Oreek (once). Selective grooming =nd clivping was done on
beaver dams in iorrison Creek (4 times), Toboggan Creek, and
Qwens Creek.

Two peovle weice nired under z S.L.P. funded proxzram to hack a
ccnoe passage through a vortion of Tobosgan Creek. The passaje
allows more accurete fish counts and identification of coho
sravming and 1rearing areas.

Beavers have almost won the war over coho on licBride Creek.
Pat, saucy beavers have built such a labyrinth oi canzls and
locks that even & Lake Lrie Canal specizlist would admire it.
ilo Coho can penetrate further then 200 metres upsirean.

Horthvood Yulp and Paper Company frem .louston very kindly re-
noved thé old Fisheries bridgse on lcBride Creek, which no doubt
would aid in Cono migration if the dowmsiream bezvers were not
so ven_eful, '
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E. Referrals Processed in 1980

1, Viater LiCcGNCES o o« o 06 © o » © o © o o s o » s o © 48
2., Placer liining Licences + + v o o « « o 0 ¢ o o ¢« o 1
* 3, Gravel Removal Operation o « o « « o o o« s o ¢ o o 1
4. Logging Activity o o+ ¢ o 6 o 0 o o o o ¢ o o o o o 7
50 High\va"fs - Herbicides e 6 o ° e @ e ® ® & e o o 4
60 B.Co }{ydro had Herbicides e o © @ o s o o v o v s o 1
71 ]‘;ining IthiVity (FOI’:& 10 - 11) o eCe a e © o o e @ 23
8. Strcan Crossings ® ®» 8o a o & © e ® O e e ¢ & s o o 5

9’. Dy::es . . . . ¢« o [ 4 . * . » . . ¢ o . . . . * e © 3 ’
10' Outfﬂ.lls @ o o s o © 6 o e o ® 0o ® o © © ° & e ° @ 3
11, Lond #1111 © o ¢ & ® o o e e © e € e e © e b e o o 1
12. Lond SUP © e 4 o o o e e s o 2 e s s o b e o o 3

VIII. 4HENDS I THE FISHILG IiDUSTRY

~e Pood Fishery

There is a need for jobs in the Fort Babine area and gueries
have been made regerding new types of fishery ventures. In
the future the bznd ray make more strident efforts to obtain
rore commercial-fishery piojecis.

B. Sports Fishery

ingling pressure will likely continue to intensify as population
increases. Ioresiry roads, those dusty memorizls to the deva-
station of fish znd moose, coniinue to crawl up fish~bearing
tributcries. Look for more angling closures as the rozds sive
access to Lore watler courses. .Jnd, get reedy for anzling and
envirennmentzl Sroup lobbiesz of considerable strength. Spatzui
and Kemeno II ooposition jer.inzted here, znd ithey cuickly be-
come hishly organized.

IX. LIFCLCEIZENT

tleven counts were allezed in 13930 for violutions of fishery

rezulations,

Person Char-ed nezulation Deposition
Fottinzer, Ldward BCFit 40(1) in 1981 |
Labelle, ‘ish, Zeeves BCFR 5(2), 66(1)(4) FoGer o [livs G
Hanblin, David/LeClair, Laxry Foa. 31(1)(3) in 1981

Larb, ile:: BCFR 37 150,00
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VYery little organized poaching of salmon takes place within s/d
waters. However, some resident "wholesalers" are involved with
nozched fish from s/d's to the west and are rumoured to sell the
fish in Prince George and other eastern destinsetions. lore over,
poached fish find ready consumers emourg the tovms of Smithers,
Houston, and Buims lLake.

¥umerous complaints were received concerning the jigging of salmon
zt the Babine Iiver bridge and lioricetovm Canyon (Hazelton s/d).
Six successful prosecutions of jigying at the Babine bridge slowed
the illegel activity, but it still continued on a reduced scale.

' Calls concerning ioricetovm pink salmon,bould likely be useﬁ as
sort of =2 test fishexry index on the strenzth of the Bulkley-ilorice
»ink salmon run,

4
&)

«  PLDLW0uS

Bears were plentiful on “ine ilile Creek and Grizzly Creek. liergansers
were prevalent on Babvine Lake and lioirrison creek,

XI. ADUTUTISYRATION
A, staff

1. Pishery Officers: T. '“urnbull (GT-3)
Ton lieyers (GT-2)

2. yiardens: A. Klopfenstein Iiay 5 - Fovember 28

3. Guardinns: Buliley-lorice, H.C. Scott* July 2 - September 7
* Illness shortened his work term from October 31 - September 7

4. Hecommendations: The s/d was definitely short handed this
year. i gueardian is needed for the Port Babine area to
nonitor the food firhery zccuratel., to obtzin spawming
escapenents, to remove siream obstructions, to patrol the
sport fishery, znd to observe forestry and hishiway work.

liore nelicopter +time to collect wore zccur.te escapement
fizures would be a nice bonus.

ZII. LZUIFKLENT

Jehicles - 1980 Dodze p/u truck, 1975 Blazer

e
.

B. Boats - one inbozrd launch, one river bozt, cne outboard lake
boat
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Bocttrailer - one

OQutboard liotors

1.
2.
30
4.
5.

ilercury 50 H.E. (2) with jets
wercury 40 i.P (1)
Hercury 20 H.P. (1)
Johnson 18 H.P. (2)
Johnson 5% H.P. (1)

Chain Saws - three

Hifles - 30 - 06 (1)

Hendzuns - 357 maz (B)

IZPOALLTION, LDUCATICH ALD GeHiR PLOGRALS

Brochure, info:mation, and prozram discussions with school boaxd.

Lisison ..ith hod and Gun Club and Steelheesd Society.

Close working reiationship vith all other Departwents in the aiea.




