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N * ANNUAL MARRATIVE, BABINE-MORICE S/V., 1977.

General Description of $/U.
Refer 1975 Annual Rarrative for the sub=district.

Fiéheries.

(1) Commercial - Nil
(2) Sport Fishery (Tidal waters) - Nil -
(3) Sport Fishery (Non Tidalj.

a. Frovineial Anigling Licences sold in area by Fish & Game.

vanadian Non-Can. Non Can.Short Yerm. Std. Res, Non Res. Senior Citizen,
1977 1663 365 240 573 312 53
1976 3291 51, 218 979 411 153
1975 2185 L2 172 543 345 &3
197, 2628 518 2,8

- - -

1977 Special River's Licences - 267

b, istimated Sport Catch.

Coho Spring Jack Spring v Sthd.
1977 301 168 90 137
1976 21 32 35 VAl
1975 121 366 L5 145
1974 362 505 175 516
1473 1390 810 430 1150
1972 1561 500 170 1280

The 1977 sport fishery was again unfavourable in the Bulkley System due to general
higher water conditions and silted water from the Telkwa ilver drainage, water conditic
lowered and bec.me clearer by near end of August. Spring Catches peaked iugust lith
and Coho peaked Sept. 18th at lioricetown vanyon and Trout Creelg areas. I would venturt
to say that there are at least 3 times the amount of Sport fishermen Tourists and all
fishing the area along the Bulkley & Morice are taking less catches as compared to say

1974,

¢. Closures by Regulations.
Nil for 1977 for the sub-district.

Closures by Wotice.
Nil for 1977, same as 1975 report.

d. Gear and Uther Restrictions.
Nil for 1977, same as 1Y75 report.

Indian Food Catch and Fishery.

t

Year. Place. ock.  Coho. Pink. Spring,  Sthd. Total
1477 Babine Lake. 10,777 50 100 20 10 1@,957
1976 11,095 1 13 0 0 18,161
1975 6,170 65 50 15 ) 6,300
1974 10,819 50 W 10 0 10,889
973 17,015 10 500 0 0 19,125 ra
1477 Horicetown 366 455 152 170 o7 . 1,210
1476 39 529 22 88 205 833
1975 59 226 47 826 53 3,211
1974 322 181 39 581 101 1,224
1973 67 401 1T 303 g2 874

food fishing to be lssued by Sand Council for 1978, same as was set up for Burns Lake
and bBabine Lake bands for 1977,

There was no special food fishery set up for the Moricetown and Lakes band this seasor
however there was 21,986 Jack Sockeye taken at the weir by the Native Fishery and sol.
on the comnercial market. o
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Individual permits were issued to Moricetown people this season, expect licences for ?
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Le Spawning Sumary.

(1) Salmon - Escapements to Yabine River and Lake as counted through the babine
counting welr: Installations at the welr with new aluminum panells were complete
and operational by July 9th, 1977. One sookeye arrived July 8th and was released.
the main run in any numbers passed through the boxes July 2lst, 1977.

Salmon idscapemts to Pabine lLake & Systems as follows.

Sockeye - 937,992 lurge & 45,383 Jacks¥* lncludes commercial Jack harvest.
COhO - 10 » “-7L) .

%mw Pink .~ 68,077 above fence, 8,000 below fence, total 76,077.
. ' Chum - Nil.

Spring - 619 large spring & 768 Jack spring, total 1,387.
Steelhd,.~ 122 pleces,

Counting at the weir terminated October 19th, 1977.

fhis is the third year Spring salmon have been stripped of eggs and taken to Fult:
incubation boxes. There were 31 female spring and 30 males used for a total of
198,000, eggs planted,

(2)Spawning survey dabine bLake,

Sockeye~ of the 937,992 lg. sockeye that entered the system the major target is
the Yulton Channels which for 1977 was slightly over the Half million
mark; 502,03V pieces of which the channels & river took slightly over
400,000, and the remaindsr some 100,000, were blocked out and spawned in
the lower river below the welr. These are the late body of sockeye
which arriving around lst of September start entering the Fulton river,

The Upper and Lower Labine Hiver which comprise the late sockeye are
estinusted by carcass and tag recovery as tollows;

Upper “abine hiver(Fort Pabine to Nilkitkwa Lake) - 121,232 pieces.
Lower “abine “iver(Nilkitkwa Lake toForestry bridgej- 40,351 pieces.

finkut Creek~ the third prouucer are carly Sockeys entering the Labine
Ltake in July., 1977 escapements of 65,000, to the Channels, 20,000 to
the ¢ inkut Creek to the falls & 5,000 pleces outside the welr gpawned at
the estuary. {he reuainier of Lhne early sockeye utilize the rerainder o
the Southern Areas of “abine Lake natural strewn beds, korrison & Tahlo
naking up the remainder of the late sockeye, #* Lanika-ipper Bulkley, oth

Cohoe - a slight increase was noticable over broou yeuar escapenents which was
without doubt brought about by an early closure in Ueptember on the
tkeena commercial fishery, the best being the lu,4%4 piuces which entere
<abine ~ake., <The bulkly sysiem showed strength tnrough September passin
~oricetown vanyon. The upper Skeena areas was flown too early to asseee
stocks; lave Jeptember flights are hit or miss due to weather, estimates
are calculated for Upper Skeena from past strengtis.,

Babine lake - 10,474 v
Bulkley #lorice = 6,5%0

Uprer Copper - 400

bear & Upper Skesna ust. - 1,000

fotal for Gub-uistrict - 1&,404

Pinks - Cdd year pink predominest in the area fell way below brood year escapen
Labine “ake- 1975(297,307), 1977(70,U77).
sorlce-sulkley- 1975(55,000), 1977(25,000;).
Upper Skeena- 1y75(few;, 1%77(N.K.).

Spring-  sere well bslow brood year escapements in all arcas.

Grood Lear o (1972-1973) (1977) :
Babine Lake- ~.. 630=-1200 019(768)Jdk. Spr.
fiorice iiver- E400=12000 4500
Bear ltiver- 3000-3900 1sC0
Upper sulkley- 55=659 250

# Sockeye~ Neanika early sockeye (77)600, (73) 1utd

T Upper Bulkley (71%&%QQ (73} 400

Upper Skeena tear 27‘ R {;3) §uuo,too early on flight.
Upper Copper 600 "(73) 2600

(3J
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3. lndian Food Catch and Fishery. cont.

hdditional to the babine Lake food fishery for Sockeye as listed on previous page

fear Place Soc, Coho Fink Spring Sthd.

1977 Fort babine- 10,7717 SV 100 20 10 same as page 1.

to V1d Fort.

o horicetown - 366 455 152 170 67  same as page 1.
Pendelton - &0 - - - -
Donalds - - 500 = - - -
Portage - l - - - 5
Topley Ldg - 1200 50 25 - ! - T
- #
fotal 13270 555 217 190 82

Closures by hotice for 1.F.F. applies to the closure at the counting weir on
babine Hiver; that is 1 mile above the weir to $ mile below the weir for
conservation of Spring “almon., losted notics each year unLil stocks of spring
build to sufficient numbers to affori a short fishery.

lthere is also a Sport rish closure approx. 100 yds above the fence for the purpo:
of keeping sport fishermen frow anchoring too close to the weir fly fishing for
trout and crealing a scare factor, not only t@ the salmon but to people working
the counting boxes. 1t has been reportea thatiseveral times they were almost

caught with cthe cast flies. rThe notice is po ted each year and should be include
in siegulavions, e

1t hus been suyggested anu L agree that the &69§cetown fishery be restyicbe§ to
closed days uuring the week, gailing be restricted uwuring iink migration through
the falls area and more use of dip nets be encolraged for taking pink & coho.

A short paff periou could be allowed for taking springs du? to the weight of the :
fish ana high water conditions which prevail auring migration.
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jeather Conditiona and “ater Levels

“elow average snow falls for winter 76/77 and an early spring with rain showers as
early as February through darch and April caused flash flooding in many areas throughou
the sub-district, although Hwy. 16 apparently suffered the most from plugged culverts.
there was no apparent causes to streams from flooding although May-July hvy rain shower
kept streams and the Bulkley itiver at high water levels, Babine Lake recorded the lowes
water levels ever after break up of the “ake, The Spring and Summer temperatures also
recorded a high 33.8 C. for August 1977 compared to same date for 1%76 at 25.4 C.

Late snow falls in 1Y77 and conditions would indicate a milder winter and similar cond-
ition will prevail for 1978,

January 1lst, 1977 to VYecember 31st, 1977, record of rain
snowfalls and temperatures, Smithers, Airport, B.C.

fAonth Hain Snow sater content High oW Average
Jan, 0.3 mm 47.7 cm 47.1 mm 3.5¢ -20.6 =8.5
Teb, 7.3 2L.2 25.6 7.6 -11.3 ~G.3
Mar. h.2 30.2 31.7 7.0 "13.6 "003
Apr. 0.5 l.4 21.9 22 o= 5.7 6.3
b}ay 33.2 bt‘. 3302 2007 “'2-6 8.8
Jmle 30.2 " . 3002 27 oh 02 1209
July 66.0 : 66,0 30.0 a7 145
&l_&o 1&7.7 - Ll-?o? 22.8 3_.1 1' o U
Septs b e2 - 64,2 0.2 0,2 9.1
vet. £|2.'{ (402 l-b8.5 l‘&ah “701 LI»OS
I\OV. 1107 5202 5}03 1006 "'2309 -1409
Jec. T!’. 03.‘?' 314‘05 ho5 "32.7 -1&.3

Fry Salvage.

venerally there is no need in the sub-district barring some incident e:i the diversion
of the Bulkley Hiver at iiouston to reclaim a snall caping area for tourists, a nunber
of trout, suckers and small smolts were released from the enclosure by the Guardian and
iiorthwood workers,

herring. nil,

invironment and fultiple cater Use,

(a) Polution
“here was no major problems with the industry or puplic for the season.
Lb.C.Railway ~ The slide at the ola canp area remains the same as reported in 1970
narrative. i{rees and debris is still in bear #iver and bank slippage continues.
5PS directive to the “ailway to clear the slide material has not met with any resul.

touate. ihe uebris wds vo be token out ana the bank rip rapped to stop further
mud #lipping down into the river,

(b, indusirial ~evelopment, '

squity Mining Vapital - at “am Goosly Lake of last full discontinued any further
work proposals at the mine unti; further notice. it is suspscted world prices for
copper and competition from 3rd world markets in Youth America and labor costs is
having an influence on all mines in B Ce

Burocan Yawmill -~ at Houston completed most of the mill by year end and some lumbe:
processed to shake down the machinery. iiocod is coming from Cotsa lake via Owen ~ai
and Horice River fd. it was notice Hwy. Dept. was doing considerable work on the

Horice tiver Ad. before the “Ywen bake ild. cut off.

Yawmills - Yhere still remains 5 wajor sawmlll in the aub district.

Fink Sawnill - was closed down this year and most of the machinery sold.
This was a stud mill belonging to Facific inland fesourses, it is no longer
operating.

Facific inland Hesourses - sold their old mill and constructed a new and
larger more modern mill on trhe same property greatly inc easing their output.

' Groot vawmill - no change, although a fire caused a shut uown for soue tiie
‘ before operations started up again.

vorthwood fulp and Yaper - houston i3.C. near the iurocan “awmill on l.orice
iiver fd., no change to their operation. Lhey get most of their wood fram
across “abine Lake, and will be moving wood from across the wiorice #iver as
soon as thev ~~mplete the new bridge just aboy +the “osnell .iiver.

L -
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" 4. (F) Water licences spolications,

1977 - 21
1966 - 31

(G) Placer Mining Nil.

S, Trends in the Fishing industry. i1,

6. Enforcement

(A) Commercial., Nil.

Sp_or‘t . ) Nilo

Indisn Fishery. Under civer squad in area brought several
cases to court. Most still to be proccessed,

Other. One case of putting debris in a creek resulted in
a small fine.,

(B) Trends Re closed seasons B,

Indian Food Fishery closures Same as 1976,

Sport Fishery closures Same as 1976,

(C) Recommendetions Continue eith closures in force.

e Yredators,
(a) Sea dions Nil,

(b) Hair seals il,

(c) Bear Grizzly snd black numerous throughout area.

Sport killed besr Fishe & Game Report,

1977 7 Grizzly i5 black ( est. 8 killed by farmers)
1976 8 " 12 " ( est. 20 killed By farmers)
1975 & " 100 "

1974 8 " 10 "

1973 10 " 8 "

(d) Grag fish Nil,
(e) ®iller whales Nil

(£) Other Nil,

3.Adninistration ‘
(A) Steff ) |

(1) Fisheries Officers:

A M. Groat £.0, 3
D.N. Meyers F.0. 2

(11) .#,P,L. Babine River

Protection vessel assigned to Babine Lake., Staffed by
Donalds Lending Fisheries Guardian and Fisheries Officers.

’ (111) Cuardians
‘o lioricetown Jim Steward
Fort Babine 211,

Donalds Landing A. Klopfenstien
Upper °ulklﬁ\' fie Scott



bawinills cont,

Kitseguecla ~awmill - A szall mill on “itséguecla itd. cuts for local supply.

Ubstructions and viversions.

Refer to Ubstruction Kemoval List attached.

venerally beaver dams in the fall months create a problem with migrating fish.

Two large log jams were removed on the tulkley Hiver south of fouston by contract was
impeding samon on low water.

The diversion at the camping area at houston was very successiul . The river was
deverted and a groine placed at elther end for a closure. 'his allowed the work of
pushing the gravel into the washed out area and rip rapping without any siltation th th
bulkley river. A previous experience with a Fish & Game project upstream from the park
area convinced me this would not occur again regardless of their inputs,

Gravel Removal,

As above 1 gravel removal was authorized for the work at the Park in Houston for re-
c¢laiming approx. 35 feet of the park washed out in a spring flood.

Area Forestry Cut.

As reported by Smithers iorest “ervice.

Saitherss Acre Cut- 4,1lud Cunits- 110,510
ivouston : " = 0,553 " - 400,560
tlazelton: " - 2860 " - 209,260

(5)



Date Place Obstruction Personnel Equipment used Days Costs
uly 31 Sockeye Creek Log Jam A. Klopfenstien iland 1l $ 50,00
uge L Boucher creek log janm Meyerst: Yeamont Hand, power saw & winch "1 - 75,00
ug. 15 Findlay creek 2 Beaver dams Scott Hand & 25.00
" 19 Foxy:T creek 2 " " " " i 25.00
" 27 Poxy & MYaxam creeks 3 " "1 jam " " -3 25 .00
ept .18 Upper Bulkley T "1 jam " " 1 25.00
18 VUpper Bulkley Log Jams Contract Contract : 2100,00
" 19 Upper Bulkley 1 beaver Dam Scott Zand -i 15.00
" 20 Upper Bulkley 2 " " Scott land 3 20,00
" 23 Upper Bulkley 2 v " Scott " 3 20,00
" 24 Upper Bulkley 2 " " Scott " Y 20.00
" 27 Gdorrison creek 2 " " teyers & Klopfenstien " 1 150.00
" 27 Upper Sulkley 2 " " Scott " % 25,00
" 29 Findlay creek 2 " " Scott " 25,00
gt. 2 Ypper Bulkley 3 " " Scott " : i 25.00
u 5 VYpper Bulkley 2 " " Scott " % - 15.00
" 7 pper Bulkley 2 " " Scott " re 15.00
" 12 Upper bulkley 3 " " Scott " 1 25.00
" 21 Toboggan creek 2 " " Southgate Hand % powdar § 50.00
" 22 Kathlyn &Tobogzsan Cr. 10 " " Contractor liand 7 500,00
" 26 Katnlyn creek 3 " " Groat ATV 1 50.00
5¢v. 2 Kathlyn creek 2 " n Groat ATV 2 25,00
apt. 2
to
zt. 16 Tsezaykwa Creek Stream clearance Willianms Hend & power Saw %8 2100,00
% 5705.00




! B; Administration (cont.)

(1V) 41l Guardian positions satisfactorily rfilled.

Recommendations for 1978

Ponalds .Landing 6 Months

Moricetown L. months
¥ort Babine L, months
Upper Bulkley L months

(8) Eguipment

(1) 2 - |4 wheel drive vehicles; one 1977 ford, one 1975 Blazer.
1 - .4nboard-outboard patrol launch,
1l = 24 foot plywood, lake work boat.
2 = 12 foot aluminum, car top boats,
2 - 18 foot aluminum, river boats (Smokarcraft)
2 - 2 wheel boat trallers. (Tee Nee) (EZY loader)
1l -« 65 H.P, Mercury outboard with jet attachments.
2 « 50 H.,P, ercury outboards with jet attachments,

N 1.40 H.P. mercury outboard.

l - 20 H,P, #lercury outboard.
2 - 18 H,P, Johnson outboards.
1 -6 HP., YJonnson outboards.
2-5% E,P, Johnson outboards.
3 - power chain saws.,
1 - ATV Terra Jet
2 - 30-06 rifles
2 = 357 Magnum nand guns,

(11) Equipment extenslvely used during season. One 22 foot plank

lake work boat written off.

9, information, Education and other Frograms.
Same as 1976,

AM, Groat
Fisheries Officer




