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SEYMOUR LAKE

I n l e t  #1

Date surveyed -  May 14 ,  1977

Area surveyed -  f r o m  mouth t o  --I, 200 yds  upstream

Flow -  unable  t o  determine

Descr ip t ion -  t h e  s t ream was r i d d l e d  w i t h  beaver dams i n  t h e  l o w e r  s e c t i o n  and
was f l o o d e d  t o  200 f t .  w ide  o r  more (see  photo # 1 ) .  T h e  s u b s t r a t e  was
predominately f i n e ,  o r g a n i c  d e b r i s .

Bar r ie rs  -  one o f  t h e  beaver  dams appeared t o  be a  b a r r i e r  ( see  photo  #2 )

Fish observed -  none



( "N O u t l e t

Date surveyed -  May 14 ,  June 1 9 ,  1977

Area surveyed -  f r o m  t h e  Te lkwa Coal  road  t o  t h e  o u t f l o w  a t  Seymour Lake

Flow- M a y  14  -  16  c .  f .  s .
June 19  -  2  c .  f .  s .

Descr ip t ion  -  F o r  approx imate ly  1 / 2  m i l e  upstream f rom t h e  Te lkwa Coa l  Road t h e
creek runs  th rough  a  r e c e n t l y  c lea red  f i e l d .  B e a v e r  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  a r e a  has
caused f l o o d i n g  i n  p a r t  o f  t h e  f i e l d  a n d  b locked t h e  c u l v e r t  wh i ch  passes under
the r a i l w a y  t r a c k s  ( s e e  photos  3 ,  4 ,  and 5 ) .  F i s h  movement upst ream th rough
t h i s  a rea  would be d i f f i c u l t  o r  imposs ib le .

Above t h e  f i e l d  t h e  s t ream runs  th rough  a  r a v i n e .  S t r e a m s i d e  v e g e t a t i o n  he re  i s
t h i c k .  W h e r e  t h e  c r e e k  cou ld  be observed i t  was 3  t o  1 0  f e e t  w ide  o v e r  a  sub -
s t r a t e  o f  g r a v e l ,  cobb le  and s tone  ( see  photos 6  &  7 ) .  T h e  h a b i t a t  i s  s i m i l a r
u n t i l  t h e  o u t f l o w  i s  reached where ex tens ive  beaver  a c t i v i t y  has caused f l o o d -
ing .  T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  ma jo r  dams w i t h i n  t h e  f i r s t  1 0 0  yds .  downstream and s e v e r a l
more be low t h i s .  ( s e e  photo  8 )  O n  May 14  t h e  s t ream was f l o o d e d  t o  approx -
imate ly  100 f t .  i n  p l a c e s .

Bar r i e rs  -  Beaver a c t i v i t y  near  t h e  Telkwa Coal  Road and near  t h e  o u t f l o w  have
resu l ted  i n  s e v e r a l  p a r t i a l  a n d / o r  complete b a r r i e r s .

Fish observed -  F i s h  were common throughout
cond i t ion  were seen a t  t h e  o u t f l o w  (May
were observed t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t h e  c reek .
fo r  spawning, ascending a t  l e a s t  as  f a r

the s t ream.  Peamou th  chub i n  spawning
14) a n d  coarse f i s h  f r y  and j u v e n i l e s
Apparent ly  lampreys use  t h e  s t r eam
as t h e  Te lkwa Coa l  Road.



Photo 1  -  I n l e t  # 1 ,  l o o k i n g  towards t h e  l a k e .

Photo 2  -  The ma jo r  beaver  dam on t h e  i n l e t .



Photo 3  -  Seymour Lake o u t l e t  j u s t  above t h e  r a i l r o a d  c r o s s i n g .

Photo 4  -- F looded a rea  above beaver  dams.



Photo 5  -  B locked c u l v e r t  a t  r a i l w a y  c r o s s i n g .
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Photo 6  -  The o u t l e t  i n  t h e  r a v i n e .
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Photo 7  -  The o u t l e t  above t h e  r a v i n e .

Photo -  One o f  t h e  beaver  dams nea r  t h e  o u t f l o w.



Recommendations

(2"\ Only one ra inbow t r o u t  was caught  f r o m  a  t o t a l  o f  650 f t .  o f  g i l l n e t ,  i n d i c a t i n g
tha t  t h e  s t o c k i n g  program on t h i s  l a k e  has been a  t o t a l  f a i l u r e .  T h e  r e s i d e n t
cu t th roa t  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  d o i n g  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  b e t t e r ;  1 7  were n e t t e d .  C o n s e q u e n t l y
the s p o r t s  f i s h e r y  o n  t h e  l a k e  i s  l i m i t e d .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i v e  even ings  and f o u r  morn-
ings spent  on  t h e  l a k e ,  o n l y  one a n g l e r  was seen.

In  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  coarse  f i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a k e  i s  tremendous. N e a r l y
1000 squawf ish ,  s h i n e r s ,  suckers  and chub were caugh t .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  compe t i t i on
and/or p reda t i on  b y  these  f i s h  i s  hav ing  d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t s  on  t h e  t r o u t  p o p u l a t i o n .
The o f  t h e  ma jo r  i n l e t  and t h e  o u t l e t  c o u l d  a l s o  be  a  c o n t r i b u t i n g
f a c t o r  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  t r o u t  p o p u l a t i o n .

We recommend a  ma jo r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o j e c t  f o r  t h i s  l a k e .  T h e  Smi thers  a r e a
r e a l l y  l a c k s  a  l a k e  w i t h  decent  f i s h i n g  and  t h i s  one i s  a  p e r f e c t  cand ida te  due
to i t s  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y,  easy  access and r e l a t i v e l y  sma l l  s i z e .  T h e  p r o j e c t  shou ld
inc lude chemica l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  improvement o f  t h e  o u t l e t  and perhaps t h e  m a j o r
i n l e t .  A  b a r r i e r  t o  coarse  f i s h  s h o u l d  be b u i l t  on  t h e  o u t l e t .

There a r e  two  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  chemical  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  F i r s t  t h e  use  o f  Squal ine
to remove j u s t  t h e  squawf ish .  W e  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  squawf ish  a r e  l i k e l y  a  ma jo r  p r e d a t o r
o f  j u v e n i l e  t r o u t  i n  t h e  l a k e  and t h e i r  removal would p o s s i b l y  be b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e
t r o u t  p o p u l a t i o n .  H o w e v e r,  compet ion a n d / o r  p reda t ion  b y  t h e  o t h e r  spec ies  o f  coarse
f i s h  may be a s  g r e a t ,  o r  a  g r e a t e r  problem than t h e  squawf ish .  A l s o ,  remova l  o f
the squawf ish  may mere ly  l e a d  t o  an  inc rease  i n  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  coarse  f i s h
and be o f  no u l t i m a t e  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  t r o u t .  T h e r e f o r e  we recommend t h a t  a l l  f i s h
species be  removed and t h e  l a k e  res tocked .

The i d e a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h i s  l a k e  would be t h e  es tab l i shment  o f  a  s e l f - s u s t a i n i n g
t r o u t  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e  o u t l e t  has s u f f i c i e n t  f l o w  d u r i n g  t h e  summer t o  s e r v e  a s  a
good spawning and r e a r i n g  h a b i t a t ,  a l t hough  a  r e s i d e n t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  s t ream does
dry up i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  some summers. T h e  beaver  dams nea r  t h e  o u t f l o w  p r e s e n t  a
major problem as t h e y  f o r m  impassable b a r r i e r s  t o  t h e  upstream movement o f  f i s h .
Removal o f  t h e  dams c o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  an e x c e l l e n t  spawning and r e a r i n g  s t ream.

An impor tan t  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program would be t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a
b a r r i e r  t o  t h e  upstream movement o f  coarse f i s h  f r o m  the  B u l k l e y  R i v e r .  P e r h a p s  a
good l o c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  b a r r i e r  would be a t  t h e  bo t t om o f  t h e  r a v i n e  o r  near  t h e
Telkwa Coal  Road c r o s s i n g .  T h i s  would p rov ide  a  l o n g  s e c t i o n  o f  s t ream as spawning
and r e a r i n g  h a b i t a t .

The f i s h  t o  be  s tocked  i n  t h e  l a k e  shou ld  be s e l e c t e d  c a r e f u l l y .  T o  d a t e  no
stocking program i n  t h i s  a rea  has been success fu l .  S t o c k i n g  w i t h  c u t t h r o a t  t r o u t
i s  one p o s s i b i l i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  tend  t o  f o r m  s tun ted  popu la t i ons  when a lone  i n
lakes ( r e f e r e n c e
Perhaps t h e  b e s t  f i s h  t o  s t o c k  would be ra inbow t r o u t  f r o m  t h i s  a r e a .  These f i s h
should be b e t t e r  adapted t o  l o c a l  co n d i t i o n s  t h a n  s t o c k  f r om  t h e  Kootenays.

I f  a  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  program was c a r r i e d  o u t ,  we suggest  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a
small boa t  l aunch ing  f a c i l i t y  and perhaps a  10  h . p .  o r  l e s s  ou tboard  eng ine
r e s t r i c t i o n  t o  keep l a r g e ,  n o i s e y  boats  o f f  t h e  l a k e .
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1968 (MRW) 4 c u t t s l a te  August
1974 (RF) 5 c u t t s l a te  June
1975 (JB) 1 c u t t - mid-August

IV.  V a l l e e  (Johnson)  Lake ( R a i n b o w  Tr o u t )

A. S t o c k i n g  H i s t o r y

- p r e  1968 BVRG 5  -  20,000 t r o u t
- 1969 5,000 200/ lb .
- 1970 20,000 700/ lb .
- 1971 5,000 400 / lb .
- 1972 none
- 1973 4,000 80 / l b .
- 1974 none
1975 4,000 135/ lb .
- 1976 none

1959 (JAB) 6 c u t t s ;  1 5  ra inbows ( 6  -  11  i n . )  m i d  Augus t
1968 (MRW) numerous c u t t s  (some may have been ra inbows)
1975 (JB) 120 c u t t s  (some may have been ra inbows)

I I I .  S e y m o u r  Lake ( R a i n b o w  Tr o u t )

A. S t o c k i n g  H i s t o r y

- p r e  1968 p e r i o d i c  BVRG p l a n t s  c a .  5 , 0 0 0
- 1970 1 5 , 0 0 0  7 0 0 / l b .
- 1974 8 , 0 0 0  3 6 5 / 1 b .
- 1976 5 , 0 0 0  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 0 / l b .

B. N e t t i n g  H i s t o r y

C. Recommendations

This l a k e  was p i n p o i n t e d  b y  l o c a l s  i n  1961 as  a  good
candidate f o r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  N o t h i n g  e v e r  came o f  t h e i r
a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  Branch.  S u g g e s t  we l o o k
at  t h i s  one c l o s e l y  i n  1978. D i s c o n t i n u e  s t o c k i n g .

B. N e t t i n g  H i s t o r y

C. Recommendations

Net once more,  a s c e r t a i n  d e f i n i t e l y  r a t i o  o f  c u t t s  and
rainbow. N o  o t h e r  a c t i o n  r e q u i r e d ;  m a i n t a i n  s t o c k i n g .


