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Finharioo 3.n the Babino - lbrica Areu of District .
# 3, 8.0. for the nouon 1987. ..

A, I‘REND O? THE .armm. FISBERIE.
‘The tollowi.ng is a table of tho Indien

food mpﬁlvmutoh at: Morioetm ‘Oanyon for the period
1546 %o . ng

e '~o 3 \-?‘v :..'._‘.'_,‘" . g ey

rm. xﬁagfk. 25: vt 'Bt?o}.;’QoM‘;*t, Pink . Total |
p ¢ f‘ - PN ! . A
1566 78,678 769 i  B16 8,288 - & 13,208

1048 9,829 - 1,133 -" 206 1,898 - 1 13,080
1649 - 7,690°.. 1,800~ 169 8,284’ 11,648
1960 v8.m»~* 1,487 826 1,884 ... 9,061

1951 . 2,806 - T80 . 244 - 419 19 4,207
©1952:.°1,007 1,196 - 4l1- 487 - 61 8,252

1963 .-, TAT. 1,371 . 986 187, 181 . 8,622
1966 - 448 1,888.% 231 6,881 - . 8,412 ‘
1965 ~ BY5 1,330 . 226 1,31 259 4,321 -
1956 © 1,489 3,200 296 1,87 - 6,532

1967 178 8.450 - b2 461 22 8,160

. The gemnl trend o!’ the Fishery is takon p
fron tho Indian Pood-Bupply Catch as we do not have & - .+
Commorcial Pishery. Prom the above table of catches we -
sso that the trond this year in comparison with the paat
12 years is considerably lower than the average ( ovor
7,000 ) over this period, This yoar say the lowest
Sockeys catoh in records sinoce 1930, with Coho having
one ysar ( 1961) lower, Steelhead are also the lowest
on resord sinse 1930, The total catch of 3,160 also
boing the lowest on record sinee 1930. Thia I fool showe
the trond for tho pagt year. -

-+ This am-ua tharo waa juat en c\wdinary run off
of water, rai.ns kopt the Bulkley River at & fairly high lovel
and in Lugwb wator lovels were extremely: high. 80 high
in fagt‘that the Indians at loricetown Canyon ‘were unable
to even attempt any ﬂ.nhins. It i3 felt .thag those waters
constituted @ blook €0 ascending salmon at “agwilget
Canyen.isi"tha Bulkley Ryver. . ﬂhaul;}"this blboksge not -
have occured I feel thore 'ghould have’ been ‘& mush
higher escapexent to the upper wators of the Bulkley

River um«n

“ A8 @ rosult of tho continued high water
at lbriootcm Canyon the fistways were used to a limited
degreey the ﬂ.lhwnya botng covem a good part of the, -
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A, TREND OF THE SEVERAL ¥ISHBRIZS, cont,

The Indian food supply oaztch at Bear Lake
amountod to 76 Sockeye and 391 Sprinfs, Indians :
arrived at Bear lake from Takla Landing too late to
teks the socksye before thoy had sntersd tho lake,
They wore wnable to got a very high cutch of Spring
Salmon because of. the high water conditions, Pishing
for Coho had had just begun and the steelhoud fishery
had not'started at time of my last inspection,

Flying into tho more inaccessabls arsus
for sport fishing is becoming more intense, As faras
can be ascertained they had very good success. It is
possible that tho Steelhead fishing was not quits as
good in some ysars in the past., Many excellent catoches
of 8Gteelhead wore wado ‘almost up until Christmas when
ice conditions made fishing difficult.

B, CONDITION OF FLEET OF FISHING VB3SELS.

As therv ia no commercial fishing in
this ares, we have no qg,mmroial fishing boats. Host
of tho ved$els used in the Indian Pishery are of the
flat bottom or river type psouliar to this distriot,
and dug oyt oanosa, A fow of the older boats have beon
replaced by new ones generally with outboard motora.

C. DEVELOFMENTS OR CHANGE.?._
1, Fish Culture & Dévolo;znen£ Branch,

(a) A very small emount of maintenanse work

wazs done on ths Moricetowm Fishways this year,
there is still more work requirsd when conditions
are suitadls,

‘(‘b) Soms gurvey work was carried out at
agvilget Canyon with referonce to the removal
of a blook to salmon at certain water lovols,

2. Skeena River Investigation.

(a) A tazging program was ocarried out this
sgasgon with the usual tag recoveries,

(b) Pink Salmon Fry counting was agein oarried
out to primarily estimate their down atream
migration population, lHowever interesting rosults
were obtained regarding the migration of other
salnon and trout, ‘

36 B.C, Porest Service.

(a) The Babine River Slide Access road which
taken over by the B.C, Porest Service last yoar
wes not opsngd up until late swmmer, at whioh.
timo an inspection was made of the 8lide area
which showad little change since last inspsotion.

Continued on pago 3¢
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C. DSVELOFMENTS OH CHANGES, cont,
S B.C. Forost Service,

(b) The B.C., Forest Service aré continuing thoir

road up the Morice River and have roached almost

to MoBride leko, This. road ghould be comploted :

within the next ysar or eo.'This road should make v

1t much easier to make inapections of the Morice
. River Spawning grounds,

(c) The out of timber oontinues with high
produotion although there has been a 207% drop
over last year bocauso of economic and weathor
conditious, With the drop in lumber prices
some of tho emaller oporators have been forcud
to shut dowmn, ‘ :

4, BEAVER.

Boaver continue to inorease in this area,
although the damage caused this soason is not
as great as last season, High water this spring "
waghed out most of the bad dams from last year. :
The coatinued high water this fall gave tho
beaver little imcentive to build until most of
the salmon had reached their spawning grounds,
A very mild winter, umtil this dats, may cause
trouble on ths spawning grounds allowing moro
dams to be bullt, Should nemt souson prove to
bo a year of low water: levels, groat domage can
be anticipated through’'damage to migrating fry, "
8ilting, change of water conditions on the
spawning grounds and the obatruction qualitiecs .
of dams to ascending salmon, Some definite
program will have to be made to stop the damage
ocaused by thsse beaver,

6. The Aluminum Coe of Canada had orews out
egain this year on the spamning grounds of the
Yorice River cheoking the escapements, One orow
was gtationed on the Morice River just above
Owan Creoek Conyon, Another orew was at the outlet
of lorioc lake and tho third orew was stationed
at Kid Price lake cheoking the Naniku River

essapsment, ~

e The Cuardian at loricetown Cenyon did -
considorable work this ysar by bringing water )
to the Moricetown cabin fyom a sprijig, ecme
1,200 £6et away, This was very ugeful from a
domostic senge and very valuable {rom a fire
£ighting aspaot. o also made many repairs to

~ the oabin and assisted in construotion and
maintonance work on Babino lake.

7. Equipnent on the whole operated satisfactory. .
Morcury truck # 62-14 was traded in on an International .
four wheol drive # 5703, which has greatly holped '
inspeotions in off highway places, it has saved much
time and 1 fool is much sasier on tho machine, I an
quite pleased with its operarion.

Continued on page 4.
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D. ABUSZMENTS.

The lgst years of small solmon runs,
Indiansg have been anxious to keep all the salmon
they could catch for their owa use. In seasons
of good runs thers is a teadancy for them to try
and sell salmon, This yoar tho practise of selling
N salmon has been held pretty well at a mindmum,

Sawmills have boen pletty good regarding
sawdust pollution and no cases were found in this
past year which would warrant action bein; taken,

E. CLOSE SEASONS.

With the small run of salmon, no close
seasons were kept this season., This was done so
that the Indians would have a chance to take
sufficlent salmon to last them through the
winter,

F.  STEPS TAKEN FOR PREVENTION OF ILLEGAL FISHING.

1, A Guardian was gtationed at koricotown
Canyon with the following duties.

a. The rrovention of illegal fishing and
the sale of salmon by the Indians.

be To regulate fishing snd lo count the
Indian Food supnly oatch, i

s

‘ W c. To inspoct several spamming grounds,

de To repeir and keep buildings and equipment
in order,

2¢ 4n inspector carried out patrols by foot,
boat, car, and aircraft.

G. PROTECTION OP WATERS FR‘RQUENTED BY FISH.

A check of sawmills and mines, if in
operation is constantly bLeing made regarding the »
pollution of waters, Sawnills are generally checked
during the winter months when thern: are more in
operation and when the road conditions are usually
better, The Cronin Babine Mine was in operation
again this sumer under new management, water samples
were taken, but by the time the results had been
reoeived the mine had closed dovme The 8il=Vun Mine
did soms exploritory work but decided to cease operationa
because of the low prico of matala, .

0, CONDITIONE CF FISHWAYS,

At the Fiszhways at Moricetown Canyon
s there has been very little maintenance work done
N this year. A grate was replaced and boltod in
- place, but there is still another gwate required
to be put back in, A3 there were only short periods
of low water this yoab, the use of the fishways wus
not too appa reat.

‘oont. on page Se
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SPATIING CONDITIONS.
SOCKEYR,.

Sockeye arrived in the area the last fow
days of Juns but in very limited quantitios, The
total Sockeye Indian Food Supply catch amounted
to 1756 which indicated & very low escapement.

Or visitinz the Nanika River the escapemont was
not over 500 sockeys, High water prevailed during
most of the ascent and spavning periods,

The dear lake escapoment was estimated
at about 10,300 sockeys which was about ths same
as last ysar and the cycle ysur, Tho small streums
flowing into Bear luks had almost au nil escapsrment.
The job of recoveriayg dead lake spawnors was
hinderad by very strong winds. All sockeye examined
wors of good size, High wabter prevailed during the
whola ssason.

At Johan.on Lake sports [ishermen reported
sseing numbors of Sockeye cntering the Lakse, I was

_howevor only able to revover S dead.

At Asitka Lake it was possible to observe
about 100 sockeye beach spawning, Have been told that
in some ysurs this laks is full of Socksye.

Sustut Lake DSeach Spawning was quite evident
this year and ovsr 250 dead were racovered. Ths total
escaporent will compare with the cycls year over the
whols arca,

STRING

Thers was a normal escapement of Spring to
the lorice River area which comparos favourably with
the cycle year. {"ish were of good slze but had e 10 %o
15 7 Jacks, dater conditions were excellent and thers
should bo a medium seeding, The Upper Bulkley River
howovor was almost a failure; where there ars usually
1,030 to 2,000 springa this yoar there were about 120
to 300, The roason for this is unknosn as water levels
were good. ‘ '

The Spring escapement to the Lear lake area

was light this season with approxiumately 10,000

spasnors on the Bear Rivor, 10 - 15 X Jacks. This
compares fairly well with the cycle year. Water
conditions were excellent and althouygi numbers were
not groat there should be good results of the asedinge
Adult fish werc of good size and condition. .

.-
-
a

PINKS

Approx, 15,000 Pinks spawned under good
conditions in the Beur River, This was more than
double the cycls year. :3exes were about even and the
fish of averagze size.

Cont, on page 6,
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SPATMING CONDITIORS., |
PIKKS cont.

Theérs was a very light run to the Bulkley
River with an estimate of approximately 1,000, There
were a good number of Pinks observed in the pcol
below Hagwilget Canyon and it is believed that the
high water levels at this point constituted a blockage
to the Pink Salmon escapemont, Remedial action I feel
should be undertaken to prevent ths occurance in
future years, Co '

COHO

Coho in the Bulkley River system were very
poor this year, the blockage at Hagwilget Canyon
most likely was the prime reason for the low
escapement, The Y¥cDonnell Lake area had a good run
but the salmon did not have to go up the Bulkley
River. At Bear lake the numbers are not known as
they had not started to'spawn at the time of the
last ingpection, In all areas there were about
3 to 5 % Jacks, ‘

There was 4 light to medium run of Stoelhead
and sport fishermen reported good catches over all
arsas, Aircraft are being used quite extonsively by
sports fishermen to reach steelhead stroams such as
the Upper Sustut River., I do not believe that the
Stesclhead fishiny has been quite as good as in othor
yonrse

CHUYS

Very few Chums ever enter this area and none
were observed this season.

DOLLY VARDON

This predator abounds in the Lakes and streams
in this aroa and become good sized, many sports
fishermen prefer them to trout when taken in good
condition, V.

GUARDIAN SERVICE.

The Guardian sorvice is comprised of one
only guardian stationed at Moricetown Canyon.

SCNYARY.

A blockage to salmon at Hagwilget Canyon - .
caused very low escapements of Sockeye, Finks and
Coho Salmon to the Bulkley River system. Spring
escapement was about normal. In the Bear lake areag
Springs were about normal, with sockeye and FPinks
on the low sids,

|
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Fishery Offlocer,.
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vanuary and February were fairly cold with about average water levels.
«ater levels dropped in March and were below normal and stayed that
vay untll the end of Aprils Spring run-off was normal with averag.e
high vater. VvVater levels remained above normal throughout culy and
sugust but dropped suddenly after the lst of Ieptembver, resaining
- below normal until mid November. There was one flash flood abocut
(  the niddle of November and from then to the end of the yesar water
levels were well up. Weather was mild with some enow but no frost. ,
lakes and rivers were still open at the end of. the yesr., L

SEAKING RRIORTS, " ' ’ b

ewene T

sockeye o B :

The Sooéeye run as a whole was go0ds Allistair lake system was
very heavily seeded. 'Kisplox system (Swan and Stevens Lakes) was
ruch better than the qycle year. .Kitoumgalwn and lakelss River
systems on the other hand were light. The heavy escapement to
Allietair and the increase on Kisplox more than made up for the k
loss on Lakelse and Xitsumgalume The total Sockeye escapement .
for the area was estimated to be about 43,000 fish as coupared "
to 30,000 in 1983. It is jntereating to note that Sockeye were P
spawvning in good numbero at Allistair lake for a period of about

thiree months., Fish were found on the grounds in good numbers on

August 20th, Septexzber 12th, Ootober Sth and 17tk and on firnal

check on liovember Gth. Cver 20 taygs were recovered fror Hockeye

on this system. -

Springs.

The Spring escapement was one of the best in years. Although it is )
difficult to put a figure ®n total escapement because of the ¢
nature of the Spring spawning grounds, fish showed up in better

than average numbers throughout the area.

Cohoe.

Cohoe seeding was good, lakelse, Gitnadoix and Kispiox livers .,
showed a definite increase on cyocle year. These are the main

Cohoe producers that are clear enough for an estimate to be made.

A good run went into both Kitsumgalum and Copper Rivers but a
figure cannot be arrived at on these streams. The total to streams
on which an eastimate is possible was about 65,000 fish. A good
check was made on Kispiox River which was not done in 1953. This
stream held about 20,000 fish this year. 1In 1953 a total of abcut
25,000 was estimated in the area without counting Kisplox River. .

Finks. )

The ¥ink run was above average but not up to cycle year of 1955.

There was a s8light inorease on lakelse and Kitwanga Rivers but

quite a drop on Kisplox River. A total figure of about 950,0C0

was estimated in the area this y-ar as compared to about 1,130,000

in 1955, These figures are from only those atreamws on which an .
estimate can be made. A8 stated in other reporis this is not the '
total Pink escapement as Kitsumzalum, Copper and other -silty rivers .
carry some Pinks. 1t is also known that Iinks sometime Spawn in1 r
fair numbers in the main Skeena River. During an inspection of the !
lower river towards the end of the Pink run, dead fish were found in

greater than usual numbers in thie section. This migzht indicate a

-4
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Pinks - continued

heavier than normal seeding on the lower Skeena bars. The Pink
run came in very early this year and no doubt some of the early
spawning in higher water levels was lost due to later low water.
Some of the Finks that arrived early on Kitwanga River died
without spawning but percentage is considered to be small,

Chums.

There is never a big Chum run to this area and this year's run
can be considered about average. There was a drop on Kitwanga
Hiver as vompared ‘to cycle year but a falr run on Xispiox River.
Swmall streams frequented by Chums showed an average seeding.

Steelhead,

There was a definite deorease in the Steelhead runs to Kitwanga,
Kispiox, Copper and Bulkley systems as compared to last year.
Both the Indian fishery and sport fishery showed this trend.
lakelse River on the other hand showed an increase over the
last fewlyears and a good run observed. '

Sport ?ishin .
Catoches of S%eelhead were down in the early fall as coupared to

last year but December catches were up on account of the open
wintere. 38pring salmon catghes by sport fishermen were good,
with a heavy fishery in Kitsumgalum River. Cohoe catches were
good on late run fish and Cutthroat and Dolly Varden catches
were about average. Steelhead fishing in the Kispiox River is
attracting more fishermen every year. Fishermen are coming
from all parts of United States and Canada. The record 3teel-
hgad for this river for this year was in the neighbourhood of
30 lba.

indian Fishery. :
The following is the lndian catch as compared to 19563

1956 1957

Sockeye 10,750 34,000
Springs 2,000 3,170
Cohoe 3,100 8,750
Steelhead 1,350 9890
Iinks 1,200 17,500
Chums —20 600

Totals 18,620 65,000

One hundred and ninety-seven permits were issued in this area
and one other for Kasiks River was issued from Prince Rupert,
giving a total of 198, Ten families that were not able to
fish for themselves received fish from other permit holders.
The Indian catch was one of the heaviest in years in this area
and over 3 times as many as 1956, Finks were takem in numbers
far greater than ever before. Fishing continued much later in
the season than ever before, One of the reasons for this heavy
and late fishing was the tagging programme. Indians were leav-
ing their nets in to get tags. Another reason was the fact
that numbers going to the commercial fishery were less than
last year and work in local sawmills, etc. has fallen off.

This throws more Indians into the Fishery. One hundred and
fifty-seven permits were is sued in 1956.

. L0909
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Violations.

No charges were laid under the B. C. Fisheries Regulations or
the Pisheries Act. : .

There were six instances where logging companies and sawnmills
left slash in streams. These were cleared up at once by the
companies ooncerned and no legal aoction was taken.

A diversion of a slough on the Kitimat Hiver was made by the
rrovincial Public Works. This caused some mortality in salmon
fry. The situation was remedied by FPublic Viorks and no legal
action was taken. ~

The area was patrolled by lnspector and Guardian as often as
possible. Posters were put up and regulations discussed with
fishermen and logging companies in the course of m trols,.

Guardians,

Cne Guardian, Mre. R. L. Bennett, was employed in the area from
June 1lst to October 3lst. His duties were general patrols of
Hazelton area and Indian Fishery in that vicinity. His services
were satisfactory. .

logging,

Cedar pole logging was very active for a few months in the summer
due to very high prices., JFrrices fell sharply by Fall and a gen-
eral slackening off was the result.

Very few small logging operations were carried on in the area
this year.

The Columbia Cellulose and contractors for same were active.
This Company has completed a road from Terrace to Lava lake on
the Naas system and has started an access road on Copper River,

Some stream improvement work was done on the Kitsumgalum River
to faocilitate log driving by the Cellulose. A check on these
improvements was made and no damage could be seen.

Columbia Cellulose also towed log rafts in the Skeena River
from Shames to Kwinitsa. High water levels during the summer
made this operation much more successful than last year.

The Columbia Cellulose has made application for a booming ground
at the mouth of the lakelse River. This could be detrimental to
salmon runs at sertain periods of the year. This was taken up
with Mr. Telford, Terrace Mkanager of the Company, and he agreed
that no booming would take place during the time of the year that
it could cause damage to the spawning escapement. Ile also agreed
that the bomming would mot be done without authorization from the

Fisheries Departuent,

Vater Rightse.

Six applications for water fighta were investigated in the area.
These applications were all passed as the granting of same would
have no adverse effect on salmon runs.

-

R}
~

Predators.

There were lll harbour seals killed in the area by Departmental
personnel this year. One seal nose was turned in for bounty,

. e et i e _T_.__ et e
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Fredators - continued. : '

ge:%s'are not as numerous as they were before hunting started in
948, .

Damage by bears to salmon runs at Allistair Lake and the upper
Kispiox was heavy. No bears were killed.

Stream Clearing.

Nine beaver dans were removed from Seeley Creex ncar liazelton,
six. from Southend Creek (Allistair lake) and one from Schulbuch-
and Creek at ‘lakelse lLake. Beaver are increasing rapidly as
trappers will not go after them due to low fur prices,

Expenses.incurred in these operations for powder and fuse were
$108,30,

Equipment.

A new % ton Panel was supplied to the Terrace-Lakelse Arca.
This vehigcle is equippped with no-spin differential and is far
ahead of the last one in getting through mud, snow and bad ramds.

Adroraft.

Aircraff were used to transport gear and personnel to ocutlying
spawning areas. 3Services were satisfactory.

General.,
The Kitimat-Terrace highway was officially opened this Fall.

About 2,060,000 Fink eggs were taken from Lakelse River and
rleanza Creek by Fisherlies Research Board. These ergs were put
in a portable hatohery at Klednza Creek. :

L
kining operations have been slack with only one small uine in
operation in the Hazelton area.

North~west Power lndustries ﬁﬁd. continued with surveys ol iue
Naas River. They lave been operating out of Ylerrace wits racific
western Airlines., It is understood that they have ceased oper-
ations for the time being.

A new Federal building was completed in Terrace and the Fishery
office has been moved to this building.

— " ) »
v. H. Be Giraud
Fisheries lnspector.

Terrace, B. C.
February 12, 1968,



