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For the Terrace-Lakelse,Bub- District,Terrace B.C.

Indian Food Fishery

There are approximately 2,500 Regiatered Indiens living in the lMunicipalities
of Terrace and Hazelton,and the nine Reservations in this Sub-District.

In I972,I21 Indian Permits were issued for domestic fishing,a decrease of 33

from I97I. .

" For most of the fishing season,May until the end of October,fishing was restricted
to 4 days per week.On the Lower Skeena,Ceddrvale downstream to the Khyex River,
fishing was permxtted from 6:00 P.M. Friday intil 6:00 P.M. Tuesday.On the Upper
Section of the river,upstream from Cedarvale, fishing was permitted from 6:00 P.!.
Sunday till 6:00 P.M. Thursday.

During the peak of the pink salmon run further restrlctlons were put into effect
to protect this’ specles.Durlng the period ,August I “th till Sept.  Ist,fishing was
restricted to I day per week on the porticn of the Skeena from Cedarvale down
stream to the Khyex River.On the Upper Skeena ,upstream from Cedarvale,fishing
was restricted to I day per week,during the period August 27th until Sept. IOth.

Effective August 26th fishing was closed for the remanider of the season on the:
portion of the Skeene from the Hydro Line two miles west of Terrace downstream
to the khyex River, :

The purpose of these restrictions was to minimize needless damege to pink and
chum stockas.If fishing is permitted during the pikkrun,large numbers of this
species are taken incidentally while fishing for scckeye,and discarded. A complete
vaste of a valuable resource.

At the request of the Councils from the Kalum and Kitselas Bands the length
restriction on set nets was raised from IO to I5 fathonms.

In addition to an increase in the length of set nets , they requested that drift
net permits be issued to members of the two Terrace Bands.The reason for the
request being;during the past few years the number of permits issued for the
Terrace Area has increased to such an extent that there are not enough locations .
suitable for set nets to accommodate all the permit holders.This is due mainly

to an influx of Indians from outside the Skeena Area. A few drift net permits
were issued for the Kitwanga Area.

With the exception of a small fishery carried on by the Kitwancool Indians on
the Xitwanga River and Kitwancool Creek,Indian Permit fishing was restricted to
the ifain Stem Skeena, Most of the fish taken by the Kitwancool Band was taken
from the Skeena River,

The following is resume of the catch figures for thd Indian Food Fishery in
the Terrace-Lakelse,Sub-Distriect for the 5 year period I968 till I972.

Year Sockeye Cchoe _Pinks Chums Springs Steelhead
19638 - 10,353 2,492 1,212 I90 1,124 717
1969 13,74i I,307 1,203 23 845 630
I970 25,100 I,700 21,000 300 2,425 700
1971 42,550 4,450 11,800 800 2,260 850
1972 19,175 1,050 4,900 400 900 725

The large decrease in the I972 sockeye and spring catch is due to the Unfavorable
wvater conditions that prevailed on the Skeena River during July and early August.
During this period water levels were well above normal.High water combinned with
the resultant floating debris,made fishing difficult,and at times impossible.
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Daring the 1972 secason ap;.roximetely 230 edult springs,and 300 jeck springo
were teken by anzlers from the Main Stem Skeena end it's tributeries,bétween

Evimdtsa end Kispiox. A decrease of egorasinmately 507 from the normel cetch
fcr the Terrece-lLekelse,Sub-District. ‘

Tris decrease was due to extremely unfevoratle/hich,turbdd/ woter conditions
toat prevailsd on the Skeenn,and most of it's tributaries durinz June,July oz

cerly Mugust.

1% also apoears tiet i’inhin;; ef::'crt, recticulerily by non-residents wes down
froz previous ycers.iiary of the' tourists that would normally spen? o week or
ten days fishinr on the Skeoens,left soca efter arrzval,uhen it bocane epparcs.
ttat water cond:.tions vere not conducive to0 productive fishing.

-

Cohoe
&> roxinately 2,000 cohoo were tsken ly exnjlers from the inin ften ilecnz,onl
it's tributaries bLetween Hwinitsa and :is:-iox,.

The catch of this siecico was hisher then npormel.This was due reinly to heavy:
fieting effcrt conlirned with fevoreile voter conditions during 1elo ..eo‘oa:acc:'
e_d Uctober,

!-.n &sti:natei 900 cohoe were taken fron the lekelse Nivor during the period
Ceptenber 20th till liovember I5th.Ctier productive streanms were the Giteadoix
ard the 2ymoetiz (Cop,er ) River.

Caztches were belcw normal on the Kagiks and tdgpiox River.liormally both these
strceas are good cohoe producers.

Steelheoad

w;m:-e.ll enzling success on this spocies during 1972 was average. Good caiches
weTe realized on the lxalm,l.n}'else%mct‘.,’.i‘h enge end !ain Stem Skeena

Tte following is a eumiary of catches of this gpecies for the rain steelhcad
prodacing streams in this area.this inforsetion wes obtainad fron the local
Provinciel Fish & .:ildlife Iiiologist .These figures were arrived at ty a
cxezuter using information from stoelheed punch cexds as a basis.

Lelelse—= 342 Kipptox =— 756 it.engd ~— 74  Ralun--e 381
Zyzoetz (Copper) —- I352 Moin Stea Skeens ———- 600
Totol——=3431
Snay Sg-r
Sogteye

e totel estimated escepeazent of this specivs to the tritmtaries of the Lower
Steene co,:ro:dmatcly 15416,000 was down 50; fron the nain btrood year return of
BJ'O’OO

Tor the past five ycers there lias been & stecly decline in tho return of this
s.ecies to the sockeye producing tritutcries of the lLower Skeenz/Citn: adozx,
:.u::,Lalcelse and Zymoetz iivers

“choe
W’x total eatimated escarenent of this s;ecics to the trﬂmmes of the sSkece,
fadiritsa to Kispiox,was 55-60,000.0n snercase of 255 from the trocd yce.r retam

of £3-45,000 fish,
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The ccohoe escopeent 'to the Leaitelos end Fasilip River,tws of the :ain :r:il-2zerg
in t=is area wves down from I%€9. ‘

The incrcase in the total cen be attritated to better than eversge retrms to
such ctireans as the Kelua,Gitnadoix,Fxstew and Exchansilks,

ﬁ"éf.

The IS72 pink return to the Lower liain Siem Skeena cnd it's trilmicrinc wes
egtizztel at 2,002,000.4p roximetely trizle the I970 cocavement of 711,050,

The £ollowing is a cozpericon of the Lrood yeer steci: end the I97T ¢uze exzent
to the major pink producing streems in this erea.
1970 7R 1970 1972
Lmlse Flim‘"‘“"" 5%,000 - 830,030 Scotia 1’»5.\”02‘ haadansadd 8’0:0 -“"--’;J’,C‘DD
tvena Fivere—— 216,000 ——w= 175,020 Main Stea Sheena 20,000 --- I,030,320

¥issiox RiVEr weee 5,000 =e—e- 15,000

ke escapesent to the liein Stea Sheona s the lerpcot for meny yccroc.

Unfoztunately these fish enlered the river end spawnel et e time viic: e

wetes level vas very hizh.In Cetober the vzter lovel on thie Skeenc crop,ed

5 to 6 fect exiosing lor;e crees of g-awnimg beds.is c result et least 507
~of the opawn was lost.

The kecviest concentration of epewming we3 on tho 22 x;.ile laong secticn Loitwcen
Sel-z Iglend and the Lustew River.Scsller concentrations cecurred ot Ciaes axd
Reo.

The return to nost minor piniz producing triltuteries was well abtovo evercge and
the tzood yeer stock.

The everage size of the IG7R spawmers wes well below normels. .

S.rirrs

Tre totol estineted escapement of g rinss to the trituteries of the lower
Skecrz vas 6-7,030.

ke return to the Lower Kelun System wes emproximately 3,000, The munber of
sewmers returning to this strecm,the major producer in the Terrace Aresj,has
declinied steadily for the past ten ycars. '

The escepezent to the minor apring produsinmg stresms on the Lowor Skeenz /
Ciredoix,nsiks,'xchansiks, Fxsew,lakeloe,Erzoetz River/ was everage,end
coxperable to the oain cycle ycar returm.

The cum escapeaent,on estinated 9-10,000,wws woellabove average,end the mein
cycle year return.t nornel return of this species to the tributarics of the
Lover Skeena scldom coceeds 3,000,

A better than averaso roturn to fndeside Soush,Cifnedois and Kispiox River
eccoented for moct of this increase.

The 2zrze nusber of spawning clums taken Iz the Indion 'ocd Fishery ot the
Reco Tar indiccied hecavier than noroel growming in tidd area.

Steelhead

The cateh per wnil - effort in both the Indian Tood Fishery and the Sport
Fishery indicetol a ietier than average return of this s ocies to the Skeema
Systexa,



Genoreld,

Genorally f=vorable water levels and weather conditions prevailed from the
start of saming late in sugust until March I973.

The ope roiecile exception was the ropid drop in the valer level on the Main

Stea Ckecrmz immedistely cficr an exceptionally hesvy pink spawning in late
Septeaber.”iis fluctuatizn otviocualy bad a considesctle cdveree affect on
pink spe:= curvivel on tiic nerticular stream,

During tie Zeie entumn . - uinter conths water levcls on tho Skeena end it's

(@ ributerics,viile higner U ..n normal,were steble.

Stable wcizs levels cc: .~---':.2 with hi her then roceal teaporatures,and en
adccua'oe:: w cover ghs il he refliected by e good fry crop in the spring of
1973,

-
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TR . Mo lew. e

J(!X{-ll‘-ry 2 05 6047 37 “9 I!)‘Og
Felruary Redy 9.07 33 I 23.3
lerch 274 5.07 49 9 33.1
L;rtl 1908 5.0 52 23 3604
ey 1.0 73 30 49.8
el 2,29 €0 39 53:5
o g 1.05 %0 33 61,5
Lo 25T 2004 &3 44 €I.1
{c.uonver o oI .46 83 30 527
Cowicr 5052 50& .' 53 25 /5109
Yove e c.e 8,60 49 27 . 37.1
Icaerber 473 5.56 33 3 22,3
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Tiot azplicctio to this Sub-District.

Follution etirilutable to this industry is not e s=rious problem in this
Sub-Districte

In I972 25 loyging inspections were carried cut.In 2 coses & saall amount of
logring dedris had Leen placed in e streamiIn eash case a verbal werning wes
sufficient to effect a cleen up:, In 1972,the first time for several years,it
wvas not recescery 1o cerry out eny prosecutions for pollution of waters
frecuentel bty fishs

Arricutiture and Ranching

farzing end renching 4n the Skeena Valley is licSted hy the emoll emount of
arable lemd suitatle for these purposes.

These ectiviiies are confined to tho lelun ond Kispiox Velleys,end the Skoena
VYalley between Terreoce end laneltons

feroing is confined cainly to reising foic cro.s for cattle,and doco rov
require irri:aticn,

gt Stre ive

b
' rieavers dens are & reoccwring protiea in this Sub-District.lMainly on the

trituteries of the Kispiox liver.Occasionclly on the tritutaries of the
Gitnedoix,rclun end lekelse Rivers

Colico,and to & smaller extent eockeye crc the species effected Yy beaver doms.




The foliowing is a rosuco of obstruction clucreance cerried ocut in this
Qub-vistriet &ring e yeer, ~

liene of Stresq Obpt, h

|
Sunsnat Creek 3 beaver dams 2 man deys
Melueern Creex 4 beaver dems 3 man deys

Thig WOrk wes corTii. Vat by locel Iisheries persounel,erd a licenced blaster,
Mre 'lois Soutkortc ¢ o ireems Clearance Techniciens

ketor licence,Flecor  Ginmdine Apnlications

During I972 & %otcl ¢f IO Water Licence epplicatioms,and 2 Placer Minning
epr-licetions were jrocessed in this Sub-District.All wvater licence applications
wvere for dozegtic ;zil:8eS.

fn estinzted S e diys were szent checking out these ep;ylicetions.

. .
1o~-dn- € oretions |

"he o ing imZuctrs ol related service industrizz exre the dominate econonic
fector in t.,.s Sul-cistrict,. :

In I¢72 g roziaucly IX75 persons wore exployed ix the lojzing end lumbering
indusiry in tke llecaz Niver Valley.

The rroducticm of lunler,;ulp logs end celer poles totclod 65,000,000 cubic
feet,

Ap.roddicetely 7,700 zeres wore logred off on the Skeena River Watershed.

During I972 & totol of 5 prosecutions were cerried out for violations of the
Tigheries Aci,end the Zritish Colusbia Fishery Repruistions. ,

The following Is & breehdown of the various types of offences;

Srort I'ishing I
Violations of pect:.on 32 of the B.C« P.ego. I
Indian Focd Fishery

Nlegol net fiehing in lon-tidel Laterg =——- —2
Cotructing e Fighery Officer I

In eddition 2 gill rets that were being used ille clly wore siezel from A Ferson
or Persons Unixzoum,.

L totel of 550,00 in fines was levied by tho court for the cffences listed
aboves.

Little difficuity was encountered enforeing the vericus rcuiaticns pertaining
to ths In2ian Food Fishery/closei ti'ne.,,aammu of geex etc./ nly one prosecution
for this type of offence wes necesvary during the past ycor.

The muzter of fish/s-ring end sockeye selmon/ takem lereliy 3in the Indien Food
Fishery,and ile ally by poachers in I¢72 vas down comsiderusily from previous
FCarse
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This 12c due to the ertremcly adverse weter comditions txzt prcvailed on the
Skeena !iver durirg July ond Awnst,

Conseuently ths mx=lcr of £ish entoring the illicit meriiel ves down considerably
froa previous years.iiouover it was apparent that salmon talken in lon-tidel waters
vere being sold lecz”y,and that an eppreciable amount ves being transported out
of the eree end veiz  uold to the canneries at Prince Rusert,or in the Emithers
end umms Lake Arec. .

It was 2150 apperens —iot the people involved in the iliieit fish trade were
enploying hiphly covi.uired techniques for transporting emd disposing of fish,

\wfquipment such og wiinwind cors end porta-aobile radios we=e rented cnd used in
en etleapt to e mme ol zersons inveived in i1liecit fist trefficing.It soon
beceme e orent thoo it personnel eveilable /ghort ‘erc ;uerdiens/ did not kave
tho e serbize neces =77 to be of much escistance in this le_ clly complicated

.

Cerefully selected . _c:idisans,hired locally,cen be and erc of considerahle
ascistance in enferzing spory fishing end Indian focd fistery re;uletions.lowcver,
their volue in ayyr «:.2ing 11liedt fisk trefficers,is limited. It ie apjerent
that hirhly troined Jlchery officers ere neceasory for this type of wvork.

‘redeterg

——

Sea Licns-liot o l3c. 110 to this Sub-Distirict.

Seple ~iicir cerale cower the Ckeeps Piver Estuary in tey a=d June to keve their pups,
thile on occasion sSeys go es far inland as Babine Lexe,large concentrations are
seldon secen upstrc=s fron the Khyex River,

thile it is inposiile to cccurately cstirzste the estent of predation on Skeena River
salmon by seals,it Is no doubt considerable,

)-he is no evidence that either of these gpecies ere a prodlea

%mqb“- ot epzlicalle to this Sut-District.
Filler ili2les - Lot asplicevle to this Sub-District.

Others (ler snsers)-3he ere & few ceorcansers in this eres,but not enough to be
cor:gicered a proclel,

Ldninistretion

Fighery Officers - !orris I, iogart-Fercanent duty in the Terrace-Lakelse,Sub-
District,.

Fatrolaen_-The following petroluen were exployed in this tub-District quring I972.
Fen Tolton~ June ISIh till July Ist-Ctationel ot Terrece.

Dedcourt rorent - Jome I9th till Cctoher 2Ist-Cietdoned ci lzzelton.

‘orrig J. lopier - coly 4th €111 [oventer fih-0tatiorel ci - crréce.

Fouizrsent
ﬁ
Neportaontal Venicie —A IG70 model-DII00-4 wheel drive Interiaiionsl Travelall is
g clier e to this stztion.It has 36,000 miles on it.thile thig veldcle hes been
cenerclly setisfactory,it has required eztensive repairs coxiv: the past few months,
ord is becoaing very =pensive to operate.lt should be re Zical in 1974,




River Boat - An I8 foot Valco river boat was obtained in May I972.It proved to
be very satisfactory both on the lMain Stem Skeena ,and shallow tributary Streams.

Olitboard Motors -There are 6 outboard motors on charge to this Sub-District.

I-3H.P. Johnson —-=—-- I 5.5 Bvinrude~————eeeeme- I-9.6 Johnson -—-----I-9.8 liercury

I-65 H.P. Mercury ---- I-50 H.P. Mercury.

.

[

Morris E. Bogart
Fishery Officer



