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Illegal Fishing and Trafficing in Salmon in the Terrace-lakelse,Sub-
District :

RSt ————

During the past summer/my first summer as Sub-Distrioct Officer at
Terrace/it became increasingly obvious that i1llegal trafficing in
Skeena River salmon was being oarried on,on a very large scale,

Figures for the Indian food fishery for this Sub-District have been
arrived at by interviewing permit holders.During the past ten yeare
catch figures reported from this Sub-District have varied from
15,000 to 25,000 pcs.of saluan.This amount doea not exceed the
domestic requirements of I00-I25 permit holders,

" However,it is my opinian,the number of salmon actually taken from

.

%w

the Non-Tidal portion of the Skeena River during 1969,legmally and
4llegally,was well in excess of 100,000 pileces.An estimated 75,000
salmon were taken legally by Indian Permit holders during the open
period/6100 P,H{., Sunday i1l 6:00 P.li, Thursday of each week/, At
least 50,000 were taken 1llesally by Indians during the oclose period
for the food fishery,and by White poachers.

The estimate of flsh taken legally by permit holders was arrived at
by the sampling method,/observatioms of the number of fish actually
taken from a net in one 1lift at various locations throughout the
season,and the average.léts euployed in the fishery.The figure 75,000
is the product of the catoch per unit of effort (25 pes) times the
number of units of effort (3,000).' ,

The meters used to arrivecat this estimate are conservative.During
the peak of the sockeye run up the Skeena River in July and

August it is not uncoumumon to take up to IO0 salmon in a net in one
day at som e of the better fishing spots.

At least 90¥ of the catch was sockeye,the other I0% were springs,
cohoe,pinka,chums and steelhead,

This estimate does not include thousands of pink salmon that are
taken during July and August while fishing for other species,killed
by rough handling,and wantaonly abandonned.Fortunately the survival
rate for netted pinks is high even after rough handling,or the
destruction of this species would be muéh greater.The pinke are
caught incldentally while fish for other species.

Due to the light run,the catch of cohoe perunit of efforf wasg swall,
Cn years when heavy runs occurr wany thousands of this species are
taken during September and October.

A large per-centage of the saluan taken legally in the Indian Food
Fishery,and most of the fish taken 1lllegally are taken for sale.
¥hile some fish is sold locally,uost of it is disposed of either
directly,or indirectly through cowwnercial risheruen,to the canneries

8%t Prince Rupert and Port Edward.
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A logical question at this point is,why were violatioms of this /

Rig

magnitude allowed to take place?lhe answer is,the personnel and
equipment avallable in this Sub-Distriot to enforce regulations
are completely inadequate,

While it is obvious the Indian Food I'ishery is the focal point,this
problem is of broader scope,l'o a large degree this problem can be
attributed to abuse of food fishing privilegea by Indians,but other
ethnic groups are either directly or indirectly involved in all
aspects,catching, transporting,buying and pelling.

\e It might appear that further resirictions on the Indian Food Fishery
is the complete enswer,However,it has proved impossible to effectively
enforce a three day oloaure.Further restrictions would not bve effect
unless the means to enforce them were avallable,lrafficing in saluon
is a luorative buaineas,and well worth taking high risks.

Following are uy recormendatione for exercising more effective control
over the Indian Food Fishery,coumbatting illegal fishing,and thereby
reducing the number of salmon taken from the non~tidal portian of the
Skeena River to an acceptable level.

(I) A boat pagrol on the Skeena River from Hay till October 3Ist.

At the present time we have an 18 Ft, Smokercraft with a 65 l,P,.
outboard motor at Terrace.It arrived to late in the season to be
used during the sockeye run.It was used extensively duxring Beptember
and October,and proved to be very effective,

However,the length of river to be patrolled /I60 wiles from Kwinitsa
Creek to ¥ispiox/is to great to be effectively covered by one boat.

For effective coverage a second patrol boat,operated from llazelton
is required,

- (2)During the sockeye run up the Skeena a patrol should be maintained
on lighway #I6 to cheok for vehicles transporting illegal salmon.
This work should be co-ordinated with,and whenever possible carried
out with assistance from the R.C,ll.Ps Road Patrol Divisim.

(3)Patrol boats and vehicles should be equipped with radios connem:edQ"J’LSL

to the B.C.Telephone System.To be used to co-ordinate patrols, e \

4 ; ‘ I

(4)At least one more Fishery Officer would be required to put an \'~\\P:}f
effective river and highway patrol into operatiom. ./,ﬂp§

The value of Fishery Guardiana operating alone is doubtful,Fisheries
personnel engaged in this type of wibrk .are subject to comstant
attempts at intinmidatian.The Guardian employedat Terrace this past
sunmer,and his family were subjected to constant gbuse and threata

by fish poachers.

While Career Pishery Officer should not be,and usually are not affecteq
by attempts to intimidate,it is unrealistic to expeot seasmal J
employees to display the sauwe degres of fortitude,particu“arily when
required to carry out patrols alone,

(5)A large per-centage of the population of the Skeena Valley/
particularil{ the Terrace Area/are recent arrivals,and are unaware
that it is illegal to buy rish taken locally,

\e The fact that it is illegal to buy fish taken locally should be  ©
publized via television and newspapers, |
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If the Department feels that the. num
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fact that more persomnel and eqni'
effective control. L

that the.p_roonnel
1ly: inadequate £0 oheck,
this oub-Diatrict.

My experience during tle past '
and equipment presvently availabl
or even eeriously affect, 111ega1

not eaey to obtain and

I realize.that equipment and pers
atians it would be some

even if the Department accepts ny"
time before they could be put into:

In the meantime there are changes~tﬁ5t’can be carried out on the
local level that would facilitate cantrol of the Indian Pood. Fishery.

(1) In the past it has been policy in this bub-biatriot to issue
Indian Permits that authorize the holder to fish.anywhere in the
Skcena River, A

Food fishing should be restricted %0 the. reuervation where the holder
is registered.If an individuals food fishing pr*vileges ‘Were J
restricted by permit to the reservation where he was registered,this
would in affect limit the possessi ‘1ﬁan/other then saloon
Jtaken by angling/ to en Indien res

Any person found with sookeye,pf‘,
off an Indian reservation could-bé
Pisheries Act.This restriction:
over Indians transporting salmon

(2)Pishing by Indian Permit holdé
nets.he vae of drift neta ia ve'

(3) coneideration should bYe. g
fbod fishing is permitted.Pis
peak.of the pink rum in Augusti :
would save thousands of pink 9almon“

3 ﬂ~;-p~~A d- XA
) : *onifiahing‘at this time
; romwyanton deetruotian.

(4) Some aspects of this problem/&llegal sale of fish,and sale of ya
illegal fish/extends into adjacent Sub=Districts.The success of anx//
effort to curtall these activities would be contingent on good
co~ordination with,and co~operatian from the peraonnel in these

Sub~-Districts, | e
Prior to the I970 fishing seascn a deéf"“’ bhpuld=be held at District

Headquarters to disouss this matie

. Fisher&“Ofricer
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™ie fishery was conducted'principallyfon Babine soclieye. The take
of other species is much smaller,and in the case of sonme species
such as ~pinks> and chums incidental. Co '

The following is a resume of the catch' figures for the Terracc-
Lekelse,Sub-District for the five year period 1966 to I970.

Vear . ébckéye Cohbé;,.Pinks{;fdﬁaﬁéﬂﬁ~3nrihgs' Steelhead
2,450 - I,90I - 436 - 895 - 1,188
66 = I,I58 - 68I

1966 11,249
T967 17,049

1,709 - "'2,b07

7068 10,353 - 2,492 - T,212 - I90 - I,T24 - 717
1969 I3,MT - 1,307 - 1,203 - 23 - 845 - 680
1970 25,100 - I,700 =-2I,000 - 300 - 2,425 - 700

nhe following is a resume of the salmon and steelhead catch at
the various fishing sites on the Skeena River,by species,

~Location Iurber of Sockeye Cohoe Pinks Springs Steelhead

Jiicencees

verrace - 470 - 5,000 - 400 - J,000 - 500 - 100
~azelton 29 - 5,000 =~ 300 - 4,000 - 400 - I50
"len Vowel IC - 2,000 =~ I0C - 2,000 - 200 - IOC
1"iapiox 22 - 4,50 - 300 - 4,000 - 300 - ICC
Yitwance . I8 - 3,000 - 300 - 4,000 - 300 - 125
Titseguecla 2I - 4,000 - 200 - 5,000 - 400 - ICC -
Iitwancool I3 - - 600 -~ - -I25 -
ZTedervale 5 - I,000 - 1ICO - I,000 -~ 200 - 25

“port Mshery

Juring the sumier of I070 a Sport Fishing Cfficer /Jorian Lewnnen/
who operates from District Headquarters at Prince Rupert covered
the gnort fishery on the Skeena River Vatershed.

of other work neither the Patroluen in .this .
¢lf were able to devote much time to covering

Mue to the pressurg
Sub=District,or my

-

this activity.Hoﬁéﬁér,whencver possible the personmnel in this
“ub-District rendéred all possible assistonce. Coasecuently I will
confine my ovservstions on this subject to a few general remarl:s.

Due to the cool weather that prevailed during the spring and early
summer months,and the below normal snowfall during the preceeding
winter,the annual swmmer rise on the Skeena River which usually
occurrs in lMay or IZarly June,did not take pnlace until July. At the
neak of the spring run the ilain Stem Skeena was high and turbid.
Consecuently the catch of this species per unit of effort was dowm
from I969. : ‘ :

Ccod catches of cohoe were taken by anglers on the Lower Sleena
/Cedarvale to the lasiks River/:The catch ner unit of effort on

the Tmoer Skeena/Cedarvale to Kispiox/ was well below normal,

Y



POTIO¢ Sgiyr Luianp 240008 4L

DUTIUL POALSE{O UM 9I°SINOY 0 JO0J  Q0UC[ToaINS I9pLil L.
SR 40U WOUREB D ZZ © JUTUSTI S8 Ol J02370TA T 9580 du0 ull
’

by

‘?uoxinth:az STUR JULLTTOTA J0F PO3i02as0ad o194 SULTPUL 94,

fSUALIAITUN O 0[3601:0p I1IUY Jo ssaoxo Ut dof UOWUL $u
£0THTIUSBUD O5T) OF Jutgula¢qu TTTas 2 puclend o} UL 2.l
ou suosxal WOLJ BWSO SUOTL001GO 113 4914 200 PORUTOC 9y wTH
1T ‘T0ADMOI[°UOTHOTILSAL STi{) 03 SUOTI09L00 AT B dIdi 93d.~

cuwoLTEs

“bToLyvuxg TB2OTLT JO AI036Ti © 043 pus®asi Wwno JITdG 00
USTY 9pLta0a( 02 paatndoa L[{2 a0t ST U3y} X307 axou JULSH O

23T0BIG QYL UT U2y dABY OUm ALTIOUTL TLous 8 3¢ pakls sun
UDTHOTLFEOL STYY *IIPLOY FFLLIA OB I0F “{RiudT UT SLvliy
DL P9anis 07 20U ‘4au 903 OUO 0} POYTATT Sum Il SUiUsic (<)

WUt

*UOTIOTLLISOL ST} 09 SUOTROSLCO OU dIdin DIdy,,

*UOTABALIS0L STUYL 30 SIOPTOY FTHIOL OU} 93U 0IR0008 03 23t
39U J0J 9TYBRTUS SUOTRTOOT YLIOUd J0U aTQ dIdy} SE 1T+ Twde
Ui aiuqxocay LTULe CudhniIA 18 POGLSTT JJ0A HIOU FITIy JO Ju..
2L, 243 JuTuTaoYINe S3TLISC MAT CiUOTRCO0MD JUO SN SHE. Fi-

JO 0. 0UY 0% PIROTIFEAX €BA LULUSTF Toof3onid 20,0401 (1)

*SOCOTTATLE SUTHSTF X791 JUis gy

ATATIIL LT 0x0m oYM Su0edel SUTTToInu00 LTOATH08 30 Cl0it J9
crolaad 9t I0Z430TIMSLI-qE STUY LT Voussy §31udaJ USTEUl shn
O’.;L:.-l: \L}(J-ruu‘.o(,d.ol)h(t Gnlah QLLO'[:Q.O'}Z-.(C‘,.S- (X% i\&Li j\) :l:e\l.d-lL [¥) OL’I\J.L ‘ -

W\O-«[ll*l u'\nu:pgdd: 0 LosSJasT '|‘.
0dsm A{Teu0T[T Pasl JUTOH Oddi 280l S$35i TTL. 4 WTITLUT iy

icé 23940

Lagsupur JUTIS0T 8% i

[ 30V ©IOTIOUE L, 9ALF 2O Cr UOTRO0G JO SUOTAU(OEL,

SUBTPUL-UD

5 mmm————— m———— A4 SUTYSTI TBJOTTT PUS UOTSSOSSOU TRLOTT(.L

LIa8 Ty POOy ULTLL

I ittt SO 0ty 9Ur 0 ¢f LOTA00Y JO SUOTIUIVLL
e e e e e e e el JuTYsII I00

SUTMOTTOT 94.,

bt

JO 5004} BSUOTIACA 89U} JO WAOPL{29dy &

'O STHY v 2Iuw) oW Jq’jo POSOGSTD UdI
FOU BT 95RO QUDTRANOY AU £q 3as:custo sen a.Jae YO )t wasuLy
UG Ee 9dan £u0sdaG 0il) FSUTESLE Sosa0l{) *sudTrBinion-£aayst
BT NTOS YSER LI 3Y) pue 30V SOTILSUSTH 8y} JO u014310’
L0 310 POTLIBO 3IdM SUOTINOELOAU IZ JO TU03 B 0LoIl JUTIal

U000 a0y il

‘ : ‘Syjuow Iouius ayl SUTIup
SOTILE 0% 9UP SUMOP HIU[S DU ‘gorTe pascaauog T 03 PpParnqQraIgie
9y UEd £3D2NY0IU 8LI0T JO LWOTLOUYOIC 9l W[ d8UVOIA03D ST,

s 16 e - | -

HER : . N



‘uowTes Furigodsuvay voxy ‘LrousTy TBTOIBLLOD i

Jo {sﬁcoco L1o9nr ayp o4 xo0tTad gsuf ‘Axgunoodn wWOXF 3S580) 9L
0} JUTUINLII SI3dM OUM SIINIOM L£IOUUEO PUE USLIXSYSTF TBVTOLSLUIOD
posussaxd LAayyr se IvF 0S UL TUISS900NS BI9M SI{O0T(Q PBOI 38,

po Gan
@m

G. TBJ9TIT x0JF pejxodsura) 2uraq UYSTJ puUB‘ystF TeloilT 10§

HO9YD oIom SITOTUSBA JO Jaquiu a3IBvT V*o0BIIdT JO 380m 9T ;°

LoudT,] U0 STBAZAUT Jeiniax e @mpunmmo S@M U0OTABLES JULAD9D

US X0 QATIVISGWTL S
oops;::ecsﬂw:Oﬂhowm

auL I
*10TJ
TUDOT 9
AXORERERCHS)

/renaay Lravg Lnpe /una orwgoom 8yl JO ead ayj FUTIa

.orhp STUL JO UOTABI9C0 9ATI033F
T 1030u SIBGS Y *9INTTBI 1030l DPIBOWINO I
24 TOI0RC J9ATI o) Jatwms jsvd a3 JUuldiw

3
L

* 2319400 sgpubope ULATH 9 03 ST TUIOXC
T Lacs55000U 8T WOLTITE. 28 pasey TOILLT. 28BOQ Jayjouy
ASIE-qNT STUF JO SOTIPUNO(Q 813 UIYITM SSOTT 3BYLY I9ATY
JO LOTI005 OTTW QYL 9UY3 LO aJoasa0d da3endapy aptaodd
}00q I94TI 9UO 4BULT N0 pajurod o3 PTNOUS 3T as84dmo ]

A
(3
Aty
0

*Tox3eC J9ATX 8} Ay Poydesap aa8M PIINOISO.IC
DIOMA }THY SIOIBTOTA 8U} JO 480K PUB‘UAOLNL,) SUOSISF WOLJ

DOLTOH 949 JTUY S39U Y} TIV*STTAIIFUT IVTNSOL 4B BUSAS 8}
L0 3304 IIATI AY N0 PITIIBO dI9M STOXFuCE POTISC STi{F LUTLIi.

GOT T
Hras "
rs».n

2.2

) HER AR

D0 L. e

TTT2 pafy acieay/ Bueaie 8y Cil una

"SUBTPUL U0 PUT SUBTPU, Y04 4q|

UT SUTOTIJULIY puw tzasmﬁw Hm SOTTIAIBYST poOog Uvioul 9n
00 0 Juiadeange co o B5UD >HH:H SI9M JOHnacHrnn:m ST} UT
o2uol OTUUTTICAY Trv‘axoquanrdeg TTIT SuUNp ‘Isrng oyl LUTI..

CUOTAOTCIALSIL SEUF TUTUIIILNOO SPUTTTEL0D OU 2Id4 dLIL,.

ey = a6, cay en g . . e gy e - .. ey - e~
POUDDLL LS PUTUOLI0LE T80 IO L ULUS CF OTTUM a{Tolnop:zovy
W2 U9y AT TONTYL u,ﬂﬂn, TO SIOSWl 3. I07 A8V 9
et L 4 L G L + Lr .

UOUITES qUTd JO UOTIBVAIICOIA 9yl SBN UOTAOTILFSSL ST{Y J9
W9t Ie0 L0d AU T 03 PorOTIisox sBA Laﬂxmam\;prr *1GST.
utd 9yl JO uaG 9y} 4

\ grd.,utt.ﬂ.r.. -r_ ]

*UE 009 UTEy Lopuas 009/ {odn t o 208U 4 L0F PO} LIIOl
Sk JUTHSTI ‘3800 99481 TTT2 ounlpfuna a.loi{oos oy Sutdanl

.
Pt
C
—

FE)
2]
—
—
o
(¢
e
s
g
.
r:
o

UL00100 $1UTBTEN0D OU 8J3M 3IdYJ

: *sosodand TBIITTT
JI0F ©I9PTO;] IO £y peraodsusay Sutaq YSTJ X340 TOI3UOD

POYLITTTOCT At :H@qooo:.aaOHPQOOH POsSIaAs TP RTspTi 3¢ s39u
JO Iogunu e pausTy {rsnotasad oym suosaad Jo TOI}U0D PILTL
TUTOCY 3T 3Saty fproJgos) sui U0T40TAYSax sTUj Jo asodaund oy,

8I0M /BOXY 20BIIaY, o:1a - :ﬁ,:Hsﬂm;\:pHEer zmw Y cmam;mrz

*SUOTABOOY J8([30 IO pans

T
b
-

W

CLundiy o} JO woTaxod ay} 09 PoLOTILSoL CvM JULUSTJI OTYLSS

X

T
Y

8B 9933 Tuixad O] XYM UOTIBAISS9Y ayj SUTuTolLpe I9ATY
I

SADIBM PUB SUOTIROOT OTJTO0GS I0OF @ms SST 2T S3TWLIJ ()

ro;me U ADT o; s
€T I9ATY gcmgm AL} U0 9sU UT IBdI 388 JO YRSULT . aFerdas
U, *UASUST UL SSIT JO. SwWoYLeF QI Ived JUuTsn SISpPTOoY FTEIad

LUOJY UOTHRINIOL ST} JUTUIS0U00 S4UIBTdulo0 OU aX9mM aIdi]

ﬁurﬁmnmma SO O GO YATUOT UT SUOYAUF G Sur(le0) e300
1 JUTSA g /2ue0usdop oTO RTA u0Saad {/I03VTOTA I3 O

. .' N sJ.mu.J



»

{nthoard :.otors.

re
5 F P Evinrude,I-3 H.P. Johnson,I-9.8% I",P. lercury,
6 ".P. Johnson, I—6 5 ¥.P. llercury. At the nrecent Lime
are in eatic factorv onera tln" conditlan.

1€
T F.
-9,
all

* Informetion,mducational, ﬂrd Cther Prosrans

ta N

2122

are 5 outbocrd notors on charge to this.sub-Distriect

Tnring ke nagt vear Denariment of ‘Pishories £ilis wore shorm
a

2t warious cschools in the Areca.
h

o close lizison has been established ond maintnined the
‘inieinality,the various branches of %lic Provinecial
1: this Area and the’R.c.T.P.

9 aMA ¢. 3 ,/7°Qrmuir

.crri . orart
ighery ({ficer

Y



P AW

Smithers, B.C.,
March Lth, 1971.

J.W.Connor,
District Conservation Officer,
Prince Hupert, B.Co.

- ANNUAL NARRATIVE, BABINE~MOKICE SUB-DISTRICT
1970

1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF SUB=DISTRICT.

-

The Bgbine-lMorice is a large sub-district situated in the
interior of District #8, B.C., tb: the North and East approximately
two hundred miles inland from the coast of British Columbis.
Situated approximately just above the fifty seventh degree North
Latitude and just above the fifty four degree North Latitude, and
between one hundred twenty six dggrees and one hundred twenty eight
degrees liest Longitude. <he sub-district comprises approximately
twenty five thousand square miles. The Township of Smithers lies

-~ centrally in the sub-district, a small remote village of approximately
thirty nine hundred people. The main industry being logging and
lumbering, mining , and tourism during the summer months.

Eabine Lake situated in the Hastern portion of the sub-distric:
is the largest fresh water lake in the Province of British Columbia,
approximately one hundred miles in length with and average width of
approximately tvo miles, the lake lies in south-east north-west :
direction. The lorice Lake lying to the south and west'is the second
largest in the sub-district, with Nanika and Kidprice to the south
of the llorice Lake making up the watershed.

Other populated improved towns; Houston, situated forty rour
miles South of Smithers is a fast growing and prosperous community
with the completion 6f the Bulkley Valley Forest Industries sawmill
complex and shopping centre, is now the second largest community of
approximately one thousand people. Uther villages and towns namely
Topley, Granisle, Telkwa, and smaller places such as orestdale,
Topley Landing, Pendleton bay, Quick, and outlying farmers msking
up a White population of approximately twelve thousand for the
sub-districte. Indian population bands at Moricetown, Fort babine,
Topley Landing is given at one thousand four hundred people.

The “Yanadian liational Mailway serves the sub-district with
the main line through to frince Rupert, the Coachways bus service,
and an Airport, and a Okanagan lielicopter service. The airport
passenger service is supplied by Pacific Western Airlines with Trans-
Provincial Airline service supplyling charter flights at the airport
snd Mclure Lake. The Coachways bus service and the Alrport are other
means of transporting people other than the ‘allway.

The sub-district has some twenty eight hundred miles of
rivers and streams, which consists of the Skeena River drainage above
the hispiox River ancd the Eulkley Kiver commencing at the Suskwa
Kiver, and includes the upper portion of the Copper River.

S Within the sub-district there are sixty six spawning areas,
the major areas being the Babine hiver, upper Skeena and the Morice
Rivers. The Dabine River, Babine Lake and tributaries provide ninety-
percent of the sockeye sapawning ground of the Skeen River system.

(2)



. - X1z
27 FLShERLIES

l. Commercial Fisheries. =~ Nil.

2. Sport Fishery (Tidal Water) - Nil.

Sport Fishery (Non Tidal).

a. Provincial Angling Licences sold in sub-district;

Canadian Non-banadian(lMinor) Non-Canadian Short Term Total.

1970-2397 141 553 338 229
1965-2201 130 509 1,07 3347
1968-19L6 253 : 108 236 28143
b. Estimated Catch Sport lFishermen;

o . Coho Springs Jack Springs Steelhead
loricetown 255 382 159 103
Bulkley River 100 80 120 150
to Smithers
Smithers to 300 50 100 200
lorice Hiver
Upper Bulkley 50 25 25 10
liorice Hiver 100 150 50 175
Bavbine River 150 20 50 200

- Upper Skeena _15 75 50 200
: 1970 1,030 782 854 1,038
1969 350 1,000(s8pr ¢ Jks) 300

1968 1,597 2,107 " 1,457

The non-tidal sport fishery for the sub-district was better
for 1970 than 1969 but was lower than 1968. Dry year for 1669
and low spawning runs was recorded.

-

co Closurcs.

borice Hiver- Lamprey Creek to Morice Lake- By hRegulations.

Fort Babine to Wilkitkwa River - By Regulations.
babine River- By fegulations.
torice River- By Regulations.

Fulton Spawning Channel- Closed Aug.l7th to October 31lst. 1970
Finkut Spawning Channel- Closed Aug.l7th to Uctober 31st. 1970

de. Gear Restrictionse.

Morice River, Babine fiver and tributaries have a gear restric
tion on the use of roe. Babine River effective rebruary 28th
1970 new regulations in effect; Dec. 1lst to April 30th of
each year closed for all fishing downstream from the lower
end of Nilkitkwa lake, no angling from boats in the river,
and no uses of roe or compound of i'ish roe and oil at anytime.

e. Indian Food fishery.

Catch in pieces;

Flace Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Chinook Sthd. Char Totzal

1970 Babine  20,0L8 1LO LOO O 125 500 L51 21,360
lMoricetn 8yl 648 329 0 728 211 0 2,760

1969 cabine 17,293 130 20 0 65 30 0 17,508
Moricetn 516 755  L81 O L85 75 0 2,312

1968 vabine 19,146 0 0o 0 L7 0 0 19,20l
lroricetn 840 206 227 O 1017 160 O L, 790 -

1967 vabine 18,992 29 18 0 72 1 0 19,112

. moricetn 598 1216 lég 0 1608 ll% 0 1%”7%2
abine 18,652 1 ) 0 14 0 Q

1966 hapifetn 23L02 ZS%Z Les 0 12%? L18 0 7%i29

(3) :
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The Skeena Miver above the Kispiox to Nisgegas permits ugiglly
issued by the Guardian for the Yerrace office, and permits are account-

8d Por by the lerrace Officer. Our understanding this yesr that no
permits were issued but, the Uuardian estimates two families fished at
Kisgegas took 700 sockeye, 200 coho & 100 pinks for food fishe.

fe Indian Permits.

Fort “abine ~ 25

Topley Ldg. =~ 9

Pendelton Bay- 18

Sutherland R.- 3

. Moricetovm -~ 5l
- Owen Lake - 1
g Total 110

Fort DPabine Indian Band list indicates a population of 859
people. This covers the whole Babine Lake area and not the
actual people at Fort Babine. There are approximately 30
families living in or around Fort Yabine which live there year
round. Fishing is done by means of gillnet on a four day week,
6 P.M. Sunday to 6 P.M. Thursday during runs of sockeye and
usually ends with late coho & Lake Char fishing in the fall.
However this year and I understand for years past, Fort Pabine
people have been taking spring salmon on the grounds above
the Counting Wier with Waff hooks without the sanction of a
permit. Other places on the *~ake uses nets for food fish.
Moricetown Indian Band list indicates 530 people living in and
~ around the village. {ishing is done by gillnet anywhere from
the Suskwa Niver to just below the esturary of Yrout Cresk,
usually about 10 nets operate each year. The remainder is
by dipnet or gaff operating in the loricetown "anyon at the
falls area. Fishing is on a split week operation from 6 P.l.
Sunday to 6 P.i. Tuesday, and 6 P.M. Wednesday to 6 P.il.
Friday.

3. SPAVNING SUNMIMAKY .

e (a) Salmon

(i) 1. The Babine River and tributary streams in Pabine Lake
are the main sockeye spawning areas for the Skeena River water
shed. 95% of the Skeena sockeye spawn in this arez. The
Upper Skeena and sockeye destined for the Nanika River are
minor stocks. The Upper Copper has minor stocks. All streams
had lower water levels than 1969 which was recorded as very
low records, Maxan Creek dried early with no escapement was
recorded, several creeks in DPabine Lake dried with no escape-
ments, Upper bkeena and danika River, the Upper Copper had
adequate water levels for spawning. <There was no fall rains
this year to offset the dry summer and give relief to the
situation. Frost was prevelent in September with first snow-
fall for the year, temperatures continued to drop below zero
in November with more than a foot of snow on the ground.
“maller streams which were lower than normal weee iced over
early in November.

2. Sockeye

. Salmon misrations counted through the wier on Babine
River by Research personnel totaled 662,000 large and
166,000 jacks, by “eptember 18, 1970. By this date Lkesearch

\& personnel finisked counting salmon and the gates were opened,
small numbers of late sockeye continued to move onto the
spawning grounds. —

1970 returns were slightly over 1965 brood year
eseapements ol 6ll},000 large sockeye.
culton sSpawning Channel had 241,000 mixed sockeye,

(L)




‘sabine fiiver approximately 318,000 mixed sockeye on the grounas. The
remainder acdults and jacks, approximately 217,000 spawnined in other
tributories on the babine bake incluuding *ake spawners, with Pierre
creek, Twain, lorrison, urizzly being the major producers and 20,000
sockeye to the Indian rood iishery accounting for the total.

3.Cohoe

4An estimated 15,200 cohoe spawned in the sub-district streams
tallied on early run fish. Late run cohoe in Hovember and December
were still prevelent on some streams. Toboggan creek for example,
cohoe were observed in open pleces In the ice on December 11,1970.

1967 brood year estimates indicate a very good escapement
.with lots of space for more.

. Pinks

An on year for pinks in the sub-district broke all records for
the past 20 years. Highest escapement recorded in Babine *iver
indicated 80,000 tocr highest escapement over 20,years. 1970 escapements
for Babine fiver was 166,000 pinks counted through the wier with 10,000
belew the wier for a total of 176,000. Yhe bulkley Kiver spawning
estimates accounted fer 3,000 pinks on the grounds, scattered in side
channels throughout BPulkley and orice River arcas. The Buck River had
no pinks as was hoped for after stabilization of the creek, however
spring salmon spawned on the ceeated. spawning channel for the 1lst
record of springs in this creek.

S. Chum
o

. . . There were 15 chum salmon counted through the wier on Babine
River. Chum invariably spawned with pinks on the Babine fiiver. 1969
there were 9 chum counted through the wier, an 80% increase over 1G69
escapenents. 2 chum recorded in 1966 and 1967 for each year, 1970
shows a U50% increcase over brood year.

6. Chinook

L total of 9,150 spring were recorded for the sub-district for
~ 1970. babine system - 1650, Upper oSkeena 2,600 and the Bulkley lMorice
\eeystem 1,900 spring. 1965 records indicate 13,000 spring for the .sub-
- éistrict and 1966 records indicate 11,100 springs for the areg. &
definate decline from brood year escapements. As afore-mentioned
Buck creek situsted at ilouston had some 34 large springs spawned on
the improved grounds up to the canyon for lst record of springs in
this creek.

(ii)Weather Conditions 4nd VWater Lewels

The snow fall for 1970, recorded March 1970 - r'ebruary 26,1971,
water content was only‘.SZ inches above the water content for 1969,
same reporting dates. Was again recorded as a below normal year. Poor

run off in early spring caused many 1lnstances of dried creeks throughout

the sub-district. “here was no fall rain to eleviate the situation.
Babine Lake water levels continued to drop to lowest level recorded
and remaeined the same untill freeze-up.

Fall and winter of 1970 - 1971 was very cold with below freezing
temperatures starting late September during night hours.

Summary of Temperatures and fFercipitation

higpeh 1st 1970 - February 28th 1971;

wonth Snowfall - rainfall - water content -~ Temperatures

\ HEigh - Low - average
Hgrch 5.5 0.25 0.77 51 5 34.5
hpril 2.1 0.16 0.3l b2 21 39.L
lay . Tr 1.43 l.43 65 27 L6
June - Al Ll 80 33 55.8
July - 3.07 . 3.07 80 32 cL.8

(5)
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Vet 1.7 <976 +93 68 20 Ll.1
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(11i) Fry Salvage

(b
-

k.

Nil.

)(i) Herring
Nil.

Environment, Multiple Water Use.

(A) Pollutisvn

The most signiricant pollution occured in November, 1970,
with the Canadian Yational Rallway at mile 109.3 on the Bulkley
River near Quick, B.C. Ingineers from Yrince George started a
rucking of rock in the river o stabilize the river bank for the
railway. Viork was under way by Rach Contractors of Xdmonton, Alta.
Silting and pollution in waters frequented by fish was involved
and work stopped until complied with under new section 33 of the
¥isheries Act. Subsequently plans And agreements were put forward

and- work was allowed to continue upon certain conditions.

facific ‘nland kesources Ltd. (formally Northern Interior
Forest Products Ltd.) were brought to task in April for pollution
from sawdust on the Bulkley River. Atthat time it was Northern Interior
Forest Products *td., went into recievership, and a new company was
formed, namely Yacific Inland Resources Ltd. A great amount of
work was done on the burner which cut down the heavy spread of
sawdust, but did not stop fines. Continued pressure on the new
company has promise of installing a new type of burner in the
furnace called a Robert Morse -~ Rees burner control. The company
will submit drawings and plans before installations.

The Bulkley Valley Forest Products &“td. at Houston are
moving with their operations so fast in the field; road building,
bridges, landings on lakes, and general forestry, necessitates
patrols, public relations and visits to management, and occasional
threatening. One ocurrance on the “orth Bulkley road near Lund
creek, the company were stopped work. This involved a mud slide
in the creek. Constant static from thoe public to do with their
proposed Pulp Fill helps to keep pollution to a minimu?..

Granisle Copper mill on lclonald Island complete&%ﬁ.second
settling pond for their wastes adjoining the old pond. Fatrols
via boat to the area was sufficient to indicate little ‘or no
pollution as far as tailings, choemical discharge might be a
factor. A possible future pollution could be a 50 foot #wall of
tailings above the ruck wall on the north side of the old pond.
Recommendations to enclose the north bay at two entrances have
been submitted to guard against the tailling pile collapsing and
entering the lake.

Houston sewage disposal pond was operational in 1970 with
little concern to the river to date. The Village of Smithers old
sewage outlet was a pollution to the Bulkley river during low
water. The village was ordered to cut a water channel through a
large gravel bar for means of bettor disolving of the efrluent
collecting in front of iathlyn Lake creek. A pond similar to
“ouston is on schedule for 1971.

(6)
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*. renoval of old pilings at omithers in the Bulkley supporting the
old highway bridge. lilning explorations, lancd clearing operaticns
and rorestry cutting permits all require constant attention.

(E) Industrial Development.

The development of Noranda mine on }cwman feninsula Babine bake
this yesr was the largest of any in the sub-district. Vork
commenced early on a 7 mile road from the village of Granisle
to link with a ferry dock directly across from the mine site. On
Newman Pcninsula land was stripped for the mill and townsite area,
overburden was clecared for their open pit mine, salvagable timber
was stockpiled. A bubble line was installed to keep bhe lakse open
for the ferry, and work progressed throughout the season to the
years end.

Nadina lines continued exploration and clearing land for their
new mill site.

The township of Houston completed a new shopping centre, continued
progress on the Mt. View properties.

Eulkley Valley rForest Products opened tieir mill and commenced
cutting lumber for export on a trial basls, many problems confronted
the operation on such a complex type of mill. New bridges were
completed at Morice river, Bulkley river and rulton river under pass
and bridge. The ©ulkley Valley high road was completed to Babine
vgke. Dock landings were started on both sides for theilr log barges;
,Jroads were pushed in on the east side of bBabine Lake to their logging
areas.

Pacific Great Eastern Railway liave reached Azuklotz lake with their
rail survey line. &n excess road from rort St. vames to the lake
is now available. :

Several mines in the area; Climax lMolyodenum completed explorations
on hudson Bay Mountain, Cronin-Babine active, oilver Standard active,
Granisle Copper and Forestburg Collieries active. There was
explorations by other mining interests in several places in the
sub-district with the ground Hog coal explorations in the Upper
Skeena area being the most important.

(c) Ubstructions and River Diversions

Stream clearance work was somwhat hampered this year by the
resignation of a Guardian holding a blasters certificate.

Beaver dams continue numerous throughout the sub-district, the
Owen creock area is considered the worst foi- beaver activity, LBulklcey
Kiver above bouston to Maxan lake numerous, Tahlo creek very bad,
Gosnell numerous in higher areas. Yther streams contlinue bigger

problems each year.

Stream clearance anounted to what little cculd be done by hand
by guardians and rishery personnel, beaver dams and log jams were
removed when time allowed earlier in the season. Hecords indicated
on attached list account for efforts by fishery personnel:

K (7)
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N, . (c¢) Obstructions and River Diversions
Rabine lorice sub-district, 1970.

.
N

Date Place

June 18 Collins Lake culvert blocked
1 log Jam
lgg j%ms

July 13 Bulkley Ro
July 1 Bulkley R.
July 15 Pierre Cr.
July 16  Twain Cr.
Aug. 125utherland R.
Aug. 13 "

Aug. 22 "
Sept.20 Buck ke
Oct. 13Sutherland R.
Nov. 11 Kathlyn Cr.

! Nov. 12 " "
NOV. 13 11 n

Obstruction

3

HEH HMDMDHEEFEPWW

Beaver dams

n

n
n

1

(7)

i.guipment

Hand
Lgndapowuer
e 1n

rowépr
Yowder
lignd
Hand
Land
Hand
hand
L.gnd

Hand
Hand

(8)

Je
j.'x .
e
i,

B
J .
Jde
A.
D.
D.
De.

Personnel

Roys
Wall
kiall
Wall
Wall
Wall
Wall
Wall
Roys
Wall
Groat
lleyers
Meyers
heyers

Costs

v
©
>
n

A

25.00
25.00
Ll.b’ooo
45.00
25.00
25.00
25.00
35,00
25.00

30.00
10.00
10.00

HHR HEEEEER R

Remarks

Blocked with debris
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- <& stneam clearance program, which was valuable to getting at major

\er

jams and beaver problems was too late. The program was instituted
mid October, after the fish spawned in the streams. Care then had '
to be exercised to keep from injurdng spawning arcas while removing
log jams and beaver dams. dny program of this nature ocurring for
1971 should start lst of June after fry emersion and end by end of
September, and any work there-after on beaver dams be keep to
minimum explosives and hand work to get the fish through.

The r'ollowing is work accomplished by 1 crew of 2 men on Babine
Lake, 1 crew of 2 men on Bulkley River upstream from Houston,
including the services of 1 blaster. Work commenced October 1lhth,
1970 to November 19th, 1970, work was stopped due to freeze up. A
totel of #6,000.00 wes allotted for the sub-area:

Food Vehicles Saws Yiages lisc.(dynamite,etc.) Total

194.18 286.00 559.00 2,76l..52 1,153.80 l4,957.50

(@) Gravel Removal

There were no serious problems ocurred which had a detremental
effect on fisheries. However this problem is forseeable in the
future with the growth of Industry and roads in the sub-district.
During 1970 the major ef'fort was on the lower Buck creek at oustone.
Rucking was completed and gravel was removed for approximately one
mile above the highway bridge on both sides of creek to stabilize
the banks. The C.N.R. removed gravel from thelr bridge crossing
Buclt creek below highway bridge. Gravel was removed at mouth of
JFuck creek to allow a better flow.

Itecomendations that gravel removal orders be applied to the
whole Bulkley River system and tributaries. Babine Lake, river
and tributaries. The Upper Skeena niver and all tributaries and
lakes flowing into the bkecena system.

(e) Logi:ing Overations

Ti;e Bulkley Valley Forest Products Ltd. is thio number 1
operation in the sub-district, have practically control or the
whole Bulkley Valley areas including Upper Copper - liorice *“eke,
Babine Lake areas. :

Pacific Inland Resources Ltd. at Telkwa opoerate in the Telkwa
valley area is second for the sub-district in production.

“he Dielman Planer Co. ~td., has & smell holding situated
on the north side of Telkwa river.

°>mall hillls are being cut out except 1 small mill on Snake
hoad and along highway 16 between Smithers and lioricetown.

1970 Zulkley Valley spent most cf the summer cleaning Babine
sgke of salvageable timwer on the beaches. 4+t 1s understocd there
would be no further towing of logs in the lake to fendlton Ray
as the mill was being phased out as soon ss the mill at *ouston
commencec operations.

Area Forestry Cut for 1970(i'orestry figures)

Eazelton 2827 acres cut 8589 MCi, 39115 LF¥

Smithers ugoo M o [3,L53 He#
Value of Smithers cut: y4,900,000.00

gw/houston 2300 acres cut 13,900 MCP

Pendleton bay rigures not seperable from Burns lake cut.
( Burns Lake cut 1218 scres 2600 Hus.)

(f) VWister ~icence hLpplication.

(¢)
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1970 - 21 water licences were appropriated. there were
several struck off the book as not in use or people had moved.
& water diversion on Toboggan creek was again this year ordered
closed or prosecution would be instituted. Investigations of the
Smithers town water intake showed they were taking twice as much
water as applied for, and no screens to stop fry or aquatic life
from entering the well have been installed. Unee fry pass the
injection point where chlorination and fluoridation is injected
in the water and passes into the well the fry are trapped and
invariably die from the chemicals. Furthermonitoring is being
done to firmly establish this point. There are instances to do
with the Fulton spawning channel and Pinkut creek where screening
- have been found to not exist or they are negligcent in providing

g&v screens.

(g) Placer iining.

Nil operation in sub-district, however there was placer
nine licencss secuyred for one area approximately L0 miles from
Skeena river up Babine fiiver.

5. Trends in rishing Industry.

Nil.

6. Enforcement.

(A) Commercial - nil

Sport -nil
indian Fishery - nil

Uther  One procecution for pollution of Bulkley River by
sawdust, two 1llegal possession of fish were tried and

convicted.

Trhere were several warnings to sport fishermen in regards
to possession limits and species of fish retained, particular
kﬁwAmerican transients. There was wernings again involving U.S.
citizens for buying fish from Indians. These instances will not

epnly next year as far as warnings.

7. fredators.

(a) Sea ‘ions - nil.
(b) Hair Seals - nil.
(c) Bear - Grizzly and Black.

Lrea is abundant with both Grizzly and Black bear. Only one
black bear recorded destroyed for attacking, by I'ishery “Yfficers for

the aresa.
Sportsmen took 10 Grizzly and 21 Black bear for 1970.

There were 1 grizzly and 8 black bear killed for protection
by Game Branck and others.

(d) Grayfish - nil.
(e) Killer whales = nil.

(f) Uther - Eagles numerous, particulary on Babine Lake,
seagulls light, Mergansers Medium to heavy throughout area.

(310)
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(&) Staff

(i) PFisheries Yrficer A.M. Groat GT 111
" " D.N. Meyers GT 11

(11) F.P.L. Babine River

(iii) Three Guardians were signed on for the season,
lMoricetown, Fort Babine and Donalds Landing. ‘he Donalds Landing
guardian resigned for personal reasons half way through the season.
Adjustments were made with the Fort Babine guardian to obtain the
best results under the circumstances.

(iv) »Comments and recommendations.

f There is a difference between a stationary guardian

\« on the coast and an inland guardian. The inland guardlan is mobile
and does many jobs. Because of a cutback in time for services for
1670, much of the preliminary work which must be done before fish
arrive on the spawning grounds was minimized due to short period of
employment. Fortunately there was some work accorplished on streams
Ly the winter-works program, but this was too late in the season to
assist salmon onto the grounds.

Recommendations for 1971:

Moricetown - five months, commencing June 1, to October 31.

Fort Babine - five months "

Donalds *anding - 3even months commencing liay 1, 1971 to
November 30. 1971.

o Guardians are utilized pre season to access and clear streams,
building and repalring cabins, clearing notable obstructions, painting
cabins and #.P.L. Babine River, preparing Donalds Landing station

for season; replacing floats, bouys general cleaning and maintenance
of outboard engines and boats to prepare for the season. This work

is necessary for good management and utilization of money before

the fish arrive.

A gusrdian for the Upper Bulkley and morice rivers should
be made a permanent position, however we have been able to shift
sround pre-season before guardians take up their regular positions

@ while the fish are running.

The need of an all terrain vehicle to accend streams to renmove
obsticles, to carry meeded equipmentand trail cutting. The uses
of such a machine are almost undescribable to save time and
lengthen surveys on streams.

9. Information and LEducation.

(a) CGontihued public relations are maintained particulary in -
regard to pollutions. Information to students on Fisheries and
pollution, the spawning channels, and acts and regulations governing
fisheries.

(b) Works closely with resource and research personnel during
the seacon.

(c) Contacts with Indian agencies, fish and Game Branch,
Department Or Highways, Forestry Branch, Railway personnel and
the rforest: Industry.

Aolvlo Groat
%W, Misheries Ofticer.
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ANNUAL NARRATIVE REPORT

CONSERVATION DISTRICT # 8, B.C. !
- 1970 -

@ 1. GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF DISTRICT

District No. 8 is the most northerly coastal Conservation District
in British Columbia, and embraces the coastal area from Ulric Point on
Aristazabel Island to the Alaska - Canada boundary, but not including the
waters of Deuglas' Channel. Included in the District are the watersheds of
the Skeena River, the Nass River, and the Stikine River. Larger and more
westerly islands in the District include the Estevan Group, Pitt Island,

Banks Island, Porcher, Stevens, Dundas and Zayas Islands., The western
boundaries of the District bisect Hecate Straits. Total area is approximately
35 thousand square miles.

The District is divided into five sub-—districts, including three
coastal and two inland. There are further sub-divisions within the coastal
~ areas for purposes of salmon management and statistics,

The District is generally very rugged and mountainous, with extensive
glacial regions throughout the coastal range, thus creating very turbid
rivers and streams, with the resultant difficulty in assessing spawning
stocks of salmon and other fish,

The Skeena River system is the largest and most important salmon
producing river in the District, and second only to the Fraser River in
British Columbia. The major sockeye producing area in the Skeena system is

, Babine River and Babine Lake and tributaries, providing spawning grounds

\aw for some 90% of all Skeena sockeye. The Lakelse River and the Kispiox River
are the major pink salmon producing streams in the system. Spring and coho
salmon are also produced in numbers, while chum runs are comparatively light.

The Nass River is the next most important producer, accommodating |
good runs of sockeye, springs, coho and pinks, and chums.,

The City of Prince Rupert is the political and economic hub of the*
District; a city of some 18,000 people including the fishing community of
Port Edward. Fishing and logging are the important industries of the District,
while mining, though important, employs few people. By road, the District
extends some 300 miles along Highway 16 towards Prince George, the first
200 miles following the Skeena River, a tourist attraction offering prime
non-tidal sport fishing. Prince Rupert is the fish processing centre of the
north coast, where a large salmon pack is produced, while salmon, halibut,
and groundfish are frozen or otherwise processed. Large cold-storage facilities
are located here, with the product distributed by ship, rail, or refrigerated
truck. Prince Rupert is termed the "Halibut Capital of the World", (by the
local Chamber of Commerce.)

The lumber industry in the District is very extensive, and increasing
rapidly. The timber, mostly spruce and hemlock, is milled at Houston, Telkwa,
Smithers, Pendleton Bay, Hazelton, Terrace and Prince Rupert. A pulp and
paper mill producing 750 tons per day is situated on Watson Island near

gwy Prince Rupert, while another large lumber and pulp mill complex is presently
‘ being constructed at Houston. Logs are brought down the Skeena River in
booms, while on the Nass River log-driving is used to deposit the wood in
tidal water. Large quantities of logs are also brought from Terrace to
Prince Rupert by rail.

The population of the District is about sixty thousand, including some
six thousand Native Indians, resident both in the urban centres, and in several
-large reserves on or adjacent to the Nass and Skeena systems. These latter
people are employed largely in the fishing and logging industry, many of the
women being employed in the fish processing plants.

) Y 1o o .
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3. INDIAN FOOD FISHERY - Statistics

Statistics by sub-district are shown below:

JNass Sub-district

The fishing pattern was similar to the previous year. The Nass River
Indians took their salméon by gillnet in the Nass River proper, by individual
permit, on a three day week from 6 P.M., Wednesday to 6 P.M. Saturday, from

June 3rd until August 8th, and from September 2nd until October 3rd.

The

Kincolith and Port Simpson Indians took their Sockeye by gillnet in the sea
adjacent to their villages, with the Kincolith people fishing on a co-operative
i basis on June 18th and July 10th, while the Port Simpsoner's fished on only
@ one day, July 1l0th. People of both these villages also fished for Coho and

Chums during late September and early October, in Work Channel, Quinimass

Bay, and the mouth of the Nass River.

ooa9

Locality . Sockeye Coho Pinks Chums Chinooks Steelhead
"~ Port Simpson 1,599 462 3,647 557 L 14
(e Kincolith < 2,473 120 179 271 69 21
Greenville 2,212 146 Ll 28 374 12
Canyon City 1,524 L 8 5 133 6
Aiyansh 1,423 Th 0 5 96 7
Totals: . 9,231 846 3,878 866 676 60
) Skeena Sub-district
Skeena Estuary 2,600 65 200 50 60 30
Shawatlans Bay 30 - - - - -
Chatham Sound 1,500 5 .200 5 - -
Totals: 4,130 70 400 55 60 30
y Grenville-Principe
West Coast Banks Is. 200 - - - 10 -
Kitkatla - - 100 - 150 -
Principe Channel 1,900 16 - - - 10 -
Ogden Channel - - - - 70 -
Totals: 2,100 16 100 - 240 -
| Terrace-Lakelse
Sub-district 25,100 1,700 21,000 300 2,425 700
.. JBabine:Morice b
Sub—district
Babine River &Lake 20,048 140 400 - 125 200
Moricetown © 8L 648 329 - 728 211
Totals: 20,892 788 729 - 853 411
District 8 Food Fishery Totals
No. No,
Year Sockeye Coho Pink Chum Chinook Steelhead PeoplePermi
1970 61,453 3,420 26,107 1,221 L,25L 1,201 6,223 4
1969 49,961 3,864 2,859 L4O 1,761 877 5,948 337
1968 52,300 13,253 6,832 1,234 3,436 1,147 L,335 377
1967 53,641 7,501 8,291 1,495 6,024 881 4,207  40S



District 8 Food Fishery (cont.)

In the Skeena Sub-district it has been the practice in recent years to
. allow a fishery in the Skeena estuary during the peak of the Sockeye run.
Sometimes this has been permitted on two or more days, while in 1970 it was
held to only one 6-hour day. Included in this fishery are Indians from
throughout the District who are fishing out of Prince Rupert. The fish is
smoked or canned. Also, the local resident Indians are given permits for
individual days or short periods at other times, to obtain more sockeye or
some chums and coho. ‘

1n the Grenville-Principe Area the.fishery is centred around the
Kitkatla Indians, who gillnet Sockeye from the early Principe Channel runs,
and late runs of Chum and Coho,

The Terrace-Lakelse fishery is a gillnet or drift-net fishery in the
Skeena River up to Kispiox Village, and it is in this fishery that most abuses
of the Regulations occur. The fishery is four days a week from early June,
normally, until the end of the runs, and extends from 6 P.M. Sunday to 6 P.M.
Thursday. This year to help combat abuses, maximum length of gillnets was
restricted to ten fathoms. While this maximum is greater than the length
normally used by the majority, there were violations and presecutions, with
the result that sympathy was fomented for the violators.

The Babine-Morice Area is, with the exception of Moricetown Falls,
a gillnet fishery in the upper Skeena, the upper Babine River, and Babine
Lake., Abuses are rare, due probably to the more advanced condition of the
fish near the spawning grounds. At Moricetown the Indians continually attempt
to sell their catch to the tourists. This year the Moricetown catch was

844 Sockeye, 648 Coho, 329 Pinks, 728 Chinooks, 211 Steelhead, which constitues

a very light catch. Fishing periods each week are from 6 P.M. Sunday until

" 6 P.M.,Tuesday, and from 6 P.M. Wednesday to 6 P.M. Friday. An attempt was

made té induce the Moricetown Indians to use dip-nets rather than gaff-hooks
in their Moricetown Falls fishery. This was unsuccessful, as during a two-

week period of the Pink migration a closure was applied to fishing by means

of gaff-hooks, and although their permits allowed the use of dip-nets, this

method was not used.

There were fifteen violations of the Indian Food Fishery Regulations,
Section 32 of the B.C. Fishery Regulations, in the District.

OQulachons

This fishery, unique in the District, is another food source and provides

the Indians with grease, some of which they barter with other Indians.

An estimated 250 tons were taken in the Nass River this year, between
mid-March and the latter part of April. The Port Simpson Indians fish in the
vicinity of Red Bluff, while the Nass lndians fish in the vicinity of Fishery
Bay where the rendering stations are located.
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SPAWNING SUMMARY

Sockeye

Nass Area 3 . . ,

The return of Sockeye was slightly less than average, with an
escapement of 124,500 spawners. This compares with the ten year average
of 134,000, and the main contributing brood year escapement of 146,000
in 1965. Meziadin Lake system was fairly well seeded with 80,000, while
Bowser, Damdochax and Quinigesse had a total of 39,000, with 5,500 to
minor streams.

Skeena Area L

An escapement of 8,500 spawners compares favourably with the 1966
brood escapement of 6,000, Johnston Lake received 5,000, while Diana -
Prudhomme had 3,000 and Shawatlans 1,500,

Grenville-Principe Area 5

The escapement of Sockeye was 25,000, well below brood year numbers.
“Bonilla and Curtis Inlet escapements were good while streams in lower
Principe Channel received weak returns,

Terrace-Lakelse Sub-=district

The escapement of between 16,000 and 17,000 was light, compared to
the main brood year return of 45,000 to 50,000. All systems were well
below average.

Babine-Morice Sub-district

Spawning returns to Babine Lake were slightly above the brood year
1965, with 662,000 large sockeye this year compared to 644,000 in 1965.
Fulton Spawning Channel had 241,000, Pinkut Channel had 32,000, while
upper and lower Babine River had 318,000,

Coho

Nass Area 3

Coho returns were good, with an escapement of 43,000 spawners compared
with the brood year escapement of 40,700 and the ten-year average of 42,500,
Major recipient streams were Quinimass - 10,000; Meziadin - 5,000; Bear River
- 3,000; Ishkeenickh - 6,000; Cranberry River - 3,000,

Skeena Area L

Coho escapements were comparable to the brood year, with'5,500 spawners
this year and 5,000 in 1967.

Grenville-Principe Area 5

Coho escapements to Area 5 were the lowest on records, with 11,000 on
the grounds compared with 27,650 in the brood year. Late runs were practically

. non-existent.

Terrace-Lakelse Area ' oo

Coho escapements were well in excess of the cycle year, when 60,000
escaped from a brood spawning of 45,000, Largest increases were noted in the
lower tributaries of the Skeena, i.e. Gitndoix, Kasiks, Exchamsiks, Extew,
Lakelse Rivers.

Babine-Morice Area
Coho returns to the area areestimated at 15,000.
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