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when there was about 1,000,000 fish on Lakelse river alone. Lakelse
river accounted for about 390,000 this year, while *itwanga river
was down to about 100,000 compared to 150,000 in 1952. sy obser-
vations at the mouth of the saispiox river it would appear that the
run wes lighter than in either 1952 or 1953, but the part of the
river inspected for the first time this yggr showed about 100,000
fish. Yhis run while light as compared to 1952 can be con31dered

in my opinion as a good seeding.

%ggﬁﬁé run of about 15,000 fish was found on the upper KLispiox
System and although it was not inspected in the cycke year (for
comparison would think that it had a better than average seedlng.
Cther chum streams were about equal to the cycle yezr.
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WEATEER _CONDITIONS.

The weather was very mild in January, February and kafch,snow-
fall was exceptionally light, and ice conditions were not as
severe as in normal years.Very mild weather with heavy rains
brought local streams up to flood stage in February and ice
broke up in the Skeena river to. well above hazelton.This
early bregk-up was more severe in the Copper, kitwanga and
Kispiox rivers and no doubt some damage was done to spawning
grounds on these streams. Colder weather followed this thaw

and streams were frozen over again for a short period. Spring
run-off was later than normal,but was gradual and rivers did not
get exceptionally high.

Water levels remained above normal during the Summer and were
well above normal during the lJall. There were four flash floods
in the Terrace aArea but these did not reach far inland and the
area around Hazelton did not have these floods.

The winter up to the end of the year was mild, snow was late and
light.There was very little ice on streams and lakes at the end
of the year.

SEAVNNING GROUND SULLARY.

Sockeye.

The sockeye run of about 30,000 fish was better than the run of
1950.Kispiox river system was very light, but an increase at
Laxelse lake of about 6,000 fish and s slight increase on the
Allistair lake system more than made up for this loss.ihis run
is about the same as last year, but lighter tkan in 1952, and can
be considered with the exception of the aispiox to be a good average
seeding. ‘ .

Springs.
Spring escapement can be considered to be about aversge. ivhe run

carte in late,but when it did come fish were plentif 1l in tne
Indian xishery.A new spewnning ground was found on 3he usispiox
river which was seeded by at least 5,000 fish but ag this part

of the river has not been inspected before by the l¥cal officer
there are no figures for comparison. Uther small streams showed

a fair average run.

Cohoe.

Water conditicns were unfavorable thiroughout the cohoe run and

an accurate estimate of numbers was inipossible. About 10,000
fish were found on that part of the *ispiox system on which -
have no record for comparison. About 20,000 fish were found on
the Lakelse river system, which is about equal to the 1951 run.
Other streams tnat could.be inspected accounted for about another
15,000 fish and the total run would be about the same as in 1951.

rinks.
The pink run of about 500,000 fish was much lighter than in 1952
when there was about 1, 000 000 fish on Lakelse river alone. Lakelse
river accounted for about 300 000 this year, while *itwanga river
was down to about 100,000 compared to 150,000 in 1952. sy obser-
vations at the mouth of the aispiox river it would apvear that the
run was lighter than in either 1952 or 1953, but the part of the
river inspected for the first time this yezr showed about 100,000
fleh. 1this run while light as compared to 1852 can be consldered

in my opinion as a good seeding.

Chums.,

A chum run of about 15,000 fish was found on the upper iispiox
System and although it was not inspected in the cycke year for.
cormparison would think that it had a better than average seeding.
Cther chum streams were about equal to the cycle yezr.
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Steelhead.
Steelhead run according to the 4ndian catch and catch by Sport
fishermen is still on the increase. 'his has been the trend for the
last few seasons.
Several steelhead of over 30 pounds weight were taken from the
“ispiox river by Sportfishermen. the largest recorded was 36%
pounds.
Catches on the Kispiox and Copper rivers have been good while the

. numbers taken in the main Skeena and bulkley rivers have been

gw above average.

Sportféshing.
As prevoiusly mentioned steelhead fishing has been good through

out the area. Good catches of cutthroat and dollyvarden have been
made thrpughout the season.

The cohoe’catch by sportfishermen has been good and the epring
salmon catch average.

INDIAN FISHERY.

The catch in the Indian Fishery was slightly higher than last
year. the sockeye caich was down compared to last year bufcatches
of spring , cohoe and steelhead more.than made up for this.
aApuroximate figures for this flshery are as follows.

1954 1953

Sockeye 8,100 9,200

Srring. 1,690 1,125

Cohoe. 2,580 1,530

Steelhead 1,050 ' 720
Chums . 380 & 240 ,

15,550 ’ - 13,935

Light sockeye run during the first part of the season accounts

%mv for the lighter catch of this species as well as the increase
in the other varieties. Catch of Spring,8teelhead and Cohoe
was heavier than normal at Hagwilget Canyon.Inditans at nitsequecla
used spring salmon nets throughout the season as they had better
luck with springs than sockeye.
In all 99 permits were issued covering 115 families.

VIOLATICKS. !

Two charges were laid under the Fisheries Act for obstructlng
a salmon stream. Both parties were fined 20.00 and costs.

One net was confiscated ©bBbut the owner could not be found.
The area was patrolled as often as possible by Guardian and
Inspector, posters were put up and regulations discussed with
fishermen and residents in course of patrols.

——e e ——

Guardians,

One Guardian was employed in the Hazelton area from June lst until
Cctober 31st, who supervised the lndian Fishery and made routine
patrols in that area.

LOGGIND
Columbia Cellulose and other large operators remalned in prod-
uction throughout the year,but there has been a general slacking 1
off by smaller companys. :
) Columbia Cellulose have continued with their access road as far
‘- as the Upper hitsumgalum river(Beaver) and up to the present are
still trucking logs to their spur.They have continued with their !
Kitsumgalum river surveys with the idea of driving the river if
defned possible.
Columbia @ellulose started working on their whitebottom block

of Timber late in the Fall, across the Skeena from Shames,but
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closed down as soon as the river froze over.¥rom reports I under-
stand this company is going to attempt rafting or booming on the
Skeena from this point next year.

WATER RIGHTS.

Reports.were made in regards to six applications for water rights.

Four of these applications if granted would have no adverse affect

on salmon runs.

One, by The Columbia Cellulose Go. for a splash dam on the *itsum-

galum river.would definately have an adverse effect on salmon runs

and was so reported.

The othey,an application for water rights on Deep creek, a stream
¢  that supports from 1,000 to 2,000 fish, made by the Village of

Terrace has not been settled up to the end of the year.

Harbour begla.

The annual Skeena riger sesl hunt was carried out by Ingpectors,
Gelley and Girgud.

A total of 186 seals were killed by departmental personnel this

year. 181 were killed on the seal hunt and the others killed by

the local inspector during patrols of the river. Only two claims
were made through this office for bounty.

Stream Clearing.
Beaver dams were removed from four streams during the year.Three

of these streams, Stevens, Falls, and Club creeks are at the head
of the Kispiox river. the other was South Bnd creek flowing into
Allistair lake.

Beaver have increased rapidly on the fispiox river system as they
are not being trapoed due to low fur prloes and nore of this type
of stream c¢learing will have to be done in future. Cost of tais
stream clearing was & 16.00 for dynamite.

EQUIPLENT.
All equipment operated satisfactorily. A new outvoard motor supplied
for the seal hunt was definately a help in making the hunt a success.
A rubber life raft was used for exploratory work on the Xispiox

%w/ river and found to Be of great value on this type of work where
weight of equipment is an issue.Steps are being taken to procure
one for this area.
The panel truck used in this area operated successfuly., although
an unfortunate accident to the vehicle in the early season was
expensive and tied it up for more than a month.
The heavy duty 1l2. gauge shotgun supplied for the seal hunt was
stolen from the truckand although reported to all R.C.i.P. det-
achments and B.C. @ame Department Officers in the dlstrlct,has not
been recovered to date.

GENERAL.

Worx continued throughout the year on the Terrgce to Kitimat Rail-
way and the first work trains got through before the end of Dec-
ember .Passanger and freight service will start .early in the new year.
Mining was not very active. Red Rose mine at Hazelton was shut down -
vefore the end of the year due to a drop in ore prices, and the
Silver Standard mine also in the Hazelton area has curtailed
production due to lack of ore reserves.

A small lime quarry is in operation near Shames river, output going
to The Columbia Cellulose plant at Port Edward.

An exploratory trip was made down the Kispiox river from 1t's head- /.
waters, by rubber raft,which greatly added to our knowledge of this /. /O

river. l

e =T :
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Terrace, B«Ce,
«Be Giraud

isheries Officer.
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Smithers, B.C,
M -5 January 14th, 1966,

The Distriot Supervisor of Fisheries,
Prince Rupert, B.C. ‘

Horowith ploa’so £ind niy annual report of
?81;4 Figsheries in the Babine - Morics Area for tho seasan
L ]

A, TREND OF PHE SEVERAL FISHERIES,

At Moricetown Canyon the sum of 8,412
salnon wore taken by the Indian Fishery, for food purposes
only, in comparigon with §,825 in 1863 end 3,253 in 1952,
This seagon the catch 1s more in line with the approximate
average of 10,000 salmon taken over the past 10 ysars,
Broken dowm the total catch this season was made up of
448 Bookeys, 1,885 3pring, 231 Steelhoad, and 5,851 Coho,
This shows & very small ‘satoh of Sockeys but mm excellent
catch of Coho, Because of edverse weather conditions an -
ostimate wns not made on the Nanika River, Often the
Indian Sockeys catch at Morisstown will signify the extent i
of spawaing on tho Nanika River, but with the very low i
catoch this season it 13 not known if this carried through,

Hater conditions were extremely hizh at ths beginning of
the run through Horicetown Canyon and tho Indians did not
have much success. ‘ ‘

, On Babine laks the Indian Pishery for food
purposes only amounted to 21,849 Sockeye compsred to
27,019 in 19563 and 84,690 in 1962, In 1951, the year of
the Babine River Roock 81ids, tho catch was at a low of
19,175, The lower than usual catch this yoar i’ attributed
to the heavy rains, It was a vory poor smoke dry-suring
season and at the start Indians had’ some loss from the
effoots of blow flisy and later from souring and mold.
Bocause of this rain a longer period than usual was taken .
to put up thoir hay and thercfore i that much less time . =rn=d
for fighing, Except for the Upper part of “abine Lake o
during the early run the svailability of Socksye tb the
Indien Fishory was good throughout the season,

sl

0

In tho Bear lake area thore were a total ‘
of 87 Indians who took approximately 500 Sockeye end ke
800 Spring 8almon. The numbera of Coho, S8teslhsad and -
Charr is not known, This compares reascnably with the
take in past yoars.

Babino lake did not have the expeoted
number of Sport Pishermsn this season, the main reason ‘
being that adverse weather conditions cauged the Fopley-
Babine Road to be ealmost impassabls most of the season,
Sporting acocomodations have been improved by the addition
of several oabins and small fishing boats., Tho bulk of e
the fishermen arrived by plane,

Due to the reduced fishing efforts b}r"
Sports fishermen tho catch on Babine laks is estimated
at approximately 60 X of normal yoars. S

{ Conteess On Pﬁsﬂ 2.
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A, TREND O THZ SEVERAL FISHERIES, Cont....

There appearsd to be more sports (isher:en
alang the Morice, Bulkloy and Kispiox Rivers tham usual,
Eowover the total catoh was slightly lower than last

ars The fish wero generally larger but not as abundant.
cord sized stoslhead wero taken from the Kispiox River,

) The more inaccogsable l,kes and rivers -
aro now being fished more intensely by tho use of planea.
it is almost imposzable to chock on these ocatches.

Be CONDIZIOR OF THE PLEET OF FISHING VESSELS,

Az thoro is no oommsreial fighing in
this area we have no conveantional fishing oraft.
Most boatas used are of the flat bottom or river type
peculiar to this area and Indian dug out canoos,.
Thore wore a fow new boats addsd this season while a
few more of tho old boats wore discarded, There iz o
gradual improvemont in the ocndition f{q these boats
with an incroase in their numbors, i

C. DIVEZLOFMINT OR CUANGES,
1. Forestry and Watorsgheds,

In the past year there hag been .
an expansion in Forest Industries with bigger
and moro efficient machinery beinz used, In
order %0 kesp thesoe machinos in oporation
timber will have to bo hauled groator digtaoncos.
The B,C. Forest Servide polioy, to dato has bden
to igsus short term leases but are now contom-
pldting Forest Managemsnt Licences. This should
simplify tho supervisicn of spawning streams in
thosy arosn, lowover thero may be moro dsnger
from the ocuttdng out of watersheds to such an
extent that £lash floods will ocour.

e Pisheries Rogearch Board,e

(a) The Fisheries Zessarch Board opsrated

; the Salmon Counting Pence cn the Lower
Babine River making the following counts of
-Salmen passing into Babino “ake this scason,

e

Socksye 803,442
Spring : 6,928
Pink 4,604
Coho 3,094 =
Chun é6 . . .
Steelhead 286 ;.

B17 2417 .

(b) The Counting fencs on Wiggins or 8ix
Mile Creok was oporated this geason for the
Fry count,

Conteese On &GO Se
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C. DEVEZLOPMENT OR CHANGES, Contesss
2, (o) Mr, F,C, Withler, in charge of =

operations on Zabine Lako, was appointed
Director of the Skeena River Investigations,

. 8  Pishex Culture and Development Branche

"(a) Opemed up the road into the “abine
River Rock 8lide and removed much of the oquipment
from the camp site. Two oabins with sufficiont
oquipment romain to make camping quite easy.

(b) This fall an inspection was made of
ths 31ido Area, some roocks have come down but
nothing to my knowledge should hinder the passage
of salmon, ' :

(¢) M, B, Hamer has taken over as District
Engineer, Ffainting and repair of fishways at

¥oricetomn Canyon 1o about to tako place, “
4. FoP.L, Branta,
¥r, T, Dahle end corew from Tho Fisheriss
farine Station in Frince Rupert worked on the F,F,L.
Branta this fall srrooting the new steel carriagoe
to haul the boat in and out of the water. Thoy also '
built a now canopy to replace the old canvass canopy, "
changed the wiring in places ( but not the ignition .
system) lined and tuned the enginms, repacked pumps, o
and changoed tho propollor,
SQ Babme 10
A new 10 H.P, Johnson Gutboard motor
was placed in servige on the Babine 1, this sonson.
D. ABUSEM HTS8.
Thero was a certain amount of selling of
salmon by Indians, It is almost impossitle to stop this
practise entirely, There wore rumors that steclhoad .
fishermen were taking more than thoir limit but to date : v
nothing has bean leoarned to warrant any action.
E. CLOSE StSASCHS, !
: Close soszans in the ~abino lake area are
kept without much enforcement. At Moricetown no close
seasons were kopt a s the Indiens complained about the -
few salmon, . .
F. STEPS TAKEN FOR PRBVENTION OF ILLEGAL FISHING,

A dagter-inginver was employed on the
FoePoLe Branta..

Conteeee O I“age 4.
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P STEPS TAEEN FOR PREVINTION OF ILLUGAL VISHING Contece

A Guardian was statvicned at Moricetown
Canyon with the following duties, .
a, Provéntion of illogal fishing and sale
of salmon by Indians,
be To regulate fishing.and count Indian catch,

Ce Inspoot several gpawning grounds,.
+ d. To ropair and ksep buildings and equipment
in order, . ‘

A atrolman was Stationsd at Fort Babine
to provent illogal fishing, count Indian Food supply catch, -
repair oquipment and buildings and to make croek inspeotions.

Twé Inspootors ca rried out patrols by
foot, car, boat and aircraft.
t

G. THZ PROTECTION OF WATERS PREQUENTLD BY FISH.

A cheok of sawmills throughout the whole .-
erea ig constantly being rade with most emphasis bLeing
mads during the winter months when roads arc bettor to
thoge sawmills which may be clogse to any salmon strsams,
Thoro was ocnly the Silwsr Standard Mine in operation near
Hazelton this year., All others have closed down.

H, CONDITICH OF FISHWAYS,

The Fiehwayas at loricotowm Canyon appear
to be in gocd oonditian, ligh water prevailed and a few
of the grates on the fishways have boon bent ono or two
inches from ice or logs hitiing tham,

I. SPACNIN: CONDITICHS, : .
SOCKZYZ.

In the Korice “ake and Bulkley Rivar
systoms high wator prevailed all season making counts
very difficult, An ostimate was not mado on tho Nanils
River & s all signs had besem washed out by tho high watoer,

In the Babine River and lake area the
run ‘bezan very slowly but inoroused considerably ( tho
rosults of the Fishermem's Strike) ending up with a i
high averags of salmon passing through the Counting :
Foncee The early stroams thorefors receiv:d a medium
to light sooding whercas tho late stroams received a '
heavy go.ding with some wastage of oggs in certain
places. TWater levels wero very high and at times
hindered obssrvation but onsured adequate spawning
lovola in all areas . -

In the Bear “ake aroa water levels wore
very high and hindered observation conaidorably. Sockeye
were about the sams as last year with an estimatoed
10,000, lake gpawning did not appear much different
froa last year but very few dead were observed., In
Sustut lake and Johanson lake unidentified salmon

were seen from the air,
)

Conte,e on Page b.
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1. STATNIIG CORDITICNS, Contesss

The total escapoment of socksye this -
gseason compares fairly well with ¢ycle years, Total
being 515,142 this ysar plus those on the Manika River
for vwhich no estimate was made, In 1949 the total was
561,225 and in 1950m & total of 595,968,

SFRING.

There waa o medium run of Spring on the
Bear River with en eatimated 12,000 mostly large fish -
with sexes about oven, Water levels for spavming wore
oxcellent. Thero was a medium sesding in the Babine
River, 5,925 were counted through the fence, B8exss were
about oven and the sizes were mostly large. ‘ator
ocnditions wore such cn tho Upper Bulkley River that
springs passed through into ¥axan Creek which thoy have
seldom done before. Observation was very diffioult, On
the lorice River an estimated 110000 spawnéd giving a
medium to haavy secding, There was therefore a medium -
ra of Springs to the area, In 1949 thoro were an
esticated 71,000 spring spawned in this area compared
to 30,025 estimatsd this season showing a large drop.

PINKS. .

On the Dabine River Pinks have approximatuly
doubled since thoir set buck of tho slids yoars. They
are still, however, quite a small run for tho area, i.0. -
in 1960 a total of 33,728 passed throuz. the Counting ‘
Feneos In the Dulkloy Rivor and borice iiver soveral .
dead wero found but wator gonditions were such that they .
could not be counted. A&t Boar *ako the run was very light
with an ostimated 1,600 spasning. Spxes appoared to be
about oven, Tho total estimated for this year for tho wholo
arsa boing only 7,604 compared to about 3,00 in 1852,

cono, |

In the Babino Rivor 3,094 Coho passed
through the fence compared to 2,122 dn 1961, This ghows
an incresse over the oyolo year and slide ysar. At
begr laks Coho had not started to spawn atthe timo of
our last vigit. In tho Bulkley 8ystem the Indian Food
supply catch of 5,851 Coho indicated a heavy run, however
water conditions made it impossible to got eccurato counts.
Spawning oconditions wore oxcellent and it is thought
that there was a medium to hoavy run, Indians have reported
that owing to wator ccnditions in the Upper Morice and
Yanikn’ Rivors Coho were very difficult to see, For the
Babine- Morice Aroca an estimated 23,164 spawned whilo
in 1981 an estimated 13,210 spawned, -

CHULS, o

This year a total og 66 Chum passod
through the counting fence on the “abino River,

c_Ontcooo on tago G,
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I, SPAWNING CONDITIONS. Conteese
STEBELH " AD,

The Bulkddy end lorice Rivers did not have
&3 mony steelhsad this year es last although tho run has
bean almost constant all ssason. Good catches have beon
taken this January. There was only a fd2r run of Steelhead
~ into Babine lake 286 being cownted through the counting
fenco, howsver many apawn below,

DCLLY VARDON,

This predator abounds in tho Likes and
stroams of this ares. They bocome good sized and many
sports fishermen prefer them to rainbow trout when taken
in gocd owndition,

Jo GUARDIAN SHRVICE,

{

The Guardian Sorvioo in the Yabine - Lorice
Arca is compris ed o at loricetown Canyon,’
e ‘atrolman at Fort ubine o Babine lake and a MHaster-
Enzineer on tho F.P,L. Branta '

K, SULBARY,

This year bigh water madq observation
extromoly dirricult througrout .most of @e season, It
washed out dend and signs of spanning, nesessitating
repeatsd chocks. Thess vonditions also mde travel
difficult, .

Sockeye on Uabine lake had a lizht run at
the beginning of thoe souson but later devoloped into a
heavy run in the fall, assumed to bg the, result of the
Fighermsn's Strike. In general the abins watershed had
an adequate gedding,

Over tho whole area thero wags & msdium
run of Sockeys, Spring, Coho and 8teelhead., The Pink
run was considored light.

: The *ndian Food Supply catch was
satisfactory and o oomplaints havo been received.

Pigheries oquipmant on tho whole
(unctioned satisfactorily with no serious difficulties.
The aspial for the portable radio was not adequate and
rosulted in poor recoption,

gy ;’,/Zg /-e""(‘)/

W.K, Blliott
Fighory Offioer.
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8mithers, B.C,
N¥ovember 27th., 1954,

SPAWSING REFORT

BEAR LAK™ AREA FOR SEASON %% 1954,

Two spamning inspeotion trips were made into the Bear lake
Arsa this season -on Sept, 7 and Sept. 22nd, Water lovels
wore much higher than usual making inspoctions more diffioult,
weather was only fair with the result that we wsre unable to
accomplish as much as intendsd, On the second trip we were

- able tc make a flight oyer the Asitka River and Lake, Johanson
Lake and Creek, Sustut e and River and on both Johanson
and Sustut lakes schools of Salmon woere observed from the aire e
There were a great number of sea gulls present gshowing that
bt:.ers was a population of salmon present, Ho estimates ocould

Mﬁo

Also on the ssoond trip we returned via Motase lLake end
Hilkitkwa River, both of which Were very silty and nothing
could be seen,

SPRING ’ "
Spring Salmon on the Bear River wero some botter than 1963
but much lighter than the cycle year when an estimated
25,000 spawned, Their large size was particularily noticeable
with sexes about even,

SoBkeye
Sockeye salmon were abtout the same as last year with an

estimated 10,000, Lake spawning did not appear much different
from last year but very few dead were observed, ("

Pinks ‘
Pinks were very poor in the Bear River and do not compare with
the cyole year,

M Coho

Coho had Just begun entering this area on last inspeotion
and 80 no estimate can be given of total numbers,

“ndians There wero 27 ‘ndians pres ent and their food supply catch
amounted to 500 Sockeye and 800 Bprings. They said that
there was a medium run of Sookeye and that a number of Coho
had been geen on the Sustut River below Bear River,

Stream Variety No. Intens. 1369 1950 1961 1952 1963 1964 Lae
o

Azaklots Cre Sockeye 1,000 Lt, P H E B B

Coho 200 Lt, c ¢ ¢ c ¢
Bear River Sockeye C nil nil nil nil

8pring 12,000 Med, L L G 'H K K

Pink 1,500 ¢, ¢ EH ¢ HE F? F

Steelhegd ' few few fow D N.O. .
Bear Yake Sockeye 9,000 L, H K Eg‘.. . K - H H
Beach Spawning Ccho - few nil N.0, *B N.O.
Salix Creek Sockeye 200 L, B B D c

COho fow few N.O.

ﬁgwobanson Lake Schools of salmon seen from the air,
Sustut lake Schools of salmon seen from the air,

S S

'-V.K. Elliott
Fighery Officer.




